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true inspiration, and an exceptional role 
model, especially for young men and women 
of color striving to build up their communities. 
Thanks to his inspiration, they now contribute 
to their neighborhoods and work to improve 
their opportunities so that they may pursue 
productive and full lives. His legacy will surely 
live on through the lasting impact he made on 
so many lives. 

Today, California’s 9th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors Mr. Will G. Bass, Jr. 
We extend our deepest condolences to his 
family and loved ones, especially his wife, 
Mrs. Betty Bass, his daughters, DiLeen Dean 
and Nelda Jacobs, his sisters, Bernice Bass 
and Estelle Bass Harnage, his brother, Lannie 
Bass, his aunts, Pearl Shaw, Neicie Scott, and 
Roberta Cameron. He is also survived by his 
grandchildren Quianna, Annaque, Kameron, 
Niah and Savana Dean, and Trenton Jacobs, 
and his nieces and nephews, Ivory Bass, 
Yyanisha Gregory, Jamie Harnage, Marcus 
Bass, Chonsae Bass, and Jason Harnage. 
May his soul rest in peace. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF SAINT MARY OF 
SORROWS CHURCH 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 8, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate the 150th anniver-
sary of Saint Mary of Sorrows Church, in Fair-
fax, VA. 

Saint Mary of Sorrows Church was the first 
Catholic Church in Fairfax County. The origi-
nal church was erected by Irish immigrants in 
1858 and is still in use today. 

Throughout its history, St Mary’s has been 
a sanctuary not only for its parishioners but for 
any person in need of help. During the Civil 
War, the church and its grounds were used as 
a field hospital for soldiers wounded from the 
Second Battle of Manassas and the engage-
ment near Chantilly. Clara Barton, who later 
founded the Red Cross, was among those 
who provided medical care. The church also 
sacrificed some of the wooden pews for fire-
wood while treating those wounded from bat-
tle. 

Because of St. Mary’s distinguished history 
and devotion to helping those in need, it is 
registered as a Virginia Historic Landmark and 
has been added to the National Register of 
Historic Places. In 1961, the American Red 
Cross, in conjunction with the Virginia State 
Historical Commission, placed a plaque on the 
church memorializing Clara Barton’s work at 
St. Mary’s. 

During the past 150 years, Saint Mary of 
Sorrows Church has grown to over 3,000 fam-
ilies and added a second, larger church build-
ing. St. Mary’s continues to serve its fellow 
citizens through many social ministry pro-
grams including support for members of the 
armed forces, the homeless, the disabled and 
the impoverished. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would like to 
congratulate Saint Mary of Sorrows Church on 
its 150th anniversary. It has been a role model 

for community service throughout its history. I 
call upon my colleagues to join me in applaud-
ing St. Mary’s for its past accomplishments 
and in wishing them the best of luck in the 
many years to come. 
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A TRIBUTE TO KEN THOMPSON 
RECIPIENT OF THE ST. MAD-
ELEINE SOPHIE AWARD 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 8, 2008 

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Ken Thompson, a recipient of the 
prestigious St. Madeleine Sophie Award from 
Sacred Heart Schools. Established in the year 
2000, the St. Madeleine Sophie Award honors 
individuals in the Sacred Heart community 
who have made a sustained and significant 
contribution to the Schools and embody the 
Goals and Criteria of a Sacred Heart edu-
cation. The individuals honored are selected 
by a committee comprised of the senior ad-
ministrative team in conjunction with the Chair 
of the Board of Trustees and are honored at 
a reception and at the Mass of the Holy Spirit, 
the first all-school liturgy of the school year. 
The recipients will be VIP guests at various 
SHS events throughout the year and featured 
in their alumni magazine, The Heart of the 
Matter, for their commitment to the mission of 
Sacred Heart education. 

Ken Thompson was chosen along with three 
other distinguished recipients to be recognized 
with the Award for his dedication to the Goals 
and Criteria of Sacred Heart Schools. Mr. 
Thompson arrived at Sacred Heart Schools in 
January 1989 as a long-term substitute phys-
ical education instructor at St. Joseph’s. An 
Honors graduate in mathematics from UC 
Berkeley, as well as a former Cal basketball 
star, he was hired the following year to serve 
as the Sacred Heart Prep Athletic Director and 
to coach basketball and teach math. Three 
years later, he moved full-time into the aca-
demic world as SHP Math Chair, where he 
markedly strengthened the department and 
demonstrated the leadership that would lead 
him to be named Dean of Faculty in 2002. 
Two years later, he became Academic Dean, 
a position he has filled with extraordinary intel-
ligence, conscientiousness, and diplomacy. 
The classic Renaissance Man, Ken is also an 
actor and a singer. He currently directs and 
writes musical arrangements for two a cap-
pella groups on campus, one for faculty men 
and one for both faculty and students. Since 
the winter of 2005, he has waged a valiant 
war against leukemia, providing a model of 
courage and fortitude to the entire Sacred 
Heart community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the entire House of 
Representatives to join me in honoring Mr. 
Ken Thompson as he is recognized by the St. 
Madeleine Sophie Award. Through his many 
contributions to his family and friends and es-
pecially the Sacred Heart community, he has 
more than earned the St. Madeleine Sophie 
Award and through his special leadership and 
commitment to excellence, he has built a last-
ing legacy at Sacred Heart Schools and in the 

life of every student who comes through its 
distinguished halls. Our community and our 
country have been strengthened by Ken 
Thompson and it is a privilege to honor him 
and his work. 
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HONORING BERNARD JARVIS 
ROBINSON 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 8, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to honor the achievements of Bernard ‘‘Jake’’ 
Robinson and to congratulate him upon being 
honored with the ‘‘Lifetime Achievement 
Award’’ by the Madera Chamber of Com-
merce. Mr. Robinson will be honored at a re-
ception on Thursday August 21, 2008 at the 
Fourth Annual Lifetime Achievement Awards 
and Board of Directors Installation Dinner. 

Mr. Jake Robinson was born on August 19, 
1933 in Arkansas. Mr. Robinson was born dur-
ing a time of great societal barriers, and con-
tinually worked to overcome those barriers. As 
a child he loved to play basketball, and even 
fabricated a make-shift hoop. As a freshman 
in high school he wanted to play, but was told 
that he was not good enough. He continued to 
practice with his hoop and as a sophomore he 
made the basketball team at Scipio A. Jones 
High School. The team was unbeatable and 
Mr. Robinson was awarded All-State, All-Re-
gional and All-American honors. He was the 
first African American in Arkansas to make the 
All-Star basketball team. After high school he 
continued to play basketball in college at Ar-
kansas AM and N College. 

After serving in the U.S. Army, Mr. Robin-
son went to work for Forehand Motors wash-
ing cars. He quickly moved up the ladder and 
became a parts manager. Mr. Robinson was 
the only African American in management in 
the Northern Division of General Motors. Dur-
ing his career he received numerous acco-
lades and awards for his commitment to excel-
lence from General Motors. He retired after 39 
years. His commitment to his career was 
equal to his commitment to his community. 

Mr. Robinson served 17 years on the Board 
of Trustees of Madera Unified School District. 
The B.J. Robinson Gymnasium at Thomas 
Jefferson Middle School was erected as a trib-
ute to his dedicated service. He was also a 
member of the Kiwanis Club, worked on the 
Citizens Committee for Measure E, is a former 
member of the Madera Linkage Foundation, 
involved with the NAACP and an advocate for 
youth athletics. He worked tirelessly to see the 
completion of Martin Luther King, Jr. Middle 
School and successfully lobbied to have the 
canal by the school covered for the safety of 
the students and neighborhood. 

Due to his endless efforts, Madera High 
School honored Mr. Robinson as the Grand 
Marshall for the 1999 Homecoming Parade 
and Football game. Martin Luther King, Jr Mid-
dle School named him as Humanitarian of the 
Year in 1995. He was recognized by Kiwanis 
International for Distinguished Service for 
1999–2000. Mr. and Mrs. Robinson were 
named as the Couple of the Year in 1988 dur-
ing Black History Month and received the 
NAACP’s Curtis Collier Award. 
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