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Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 

and congratulate Bernard ‘‘Jake’’ Robinson 
upon being awarded with the ‘‘Lifetime 
Achievement Award’’. I invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Mr. Robinson many years 
of continued success. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF BOB 
WAYNE THORTON 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 8, 2008 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of a great commu-
nity activist, excellent farmer and friend, Mr. 
Bob Wayne Thorton of Van Alstyne, Texas. 

Bob Thorton was a fourth-generation farmer, 
working land in Grayson and Collin counties 
for more than 65 years. Though he could do 
just about anything from carpentry to plumb-
ing, he loved farming the most. The Thortons 
were leaders in the farming industry, as they 
were the first to bring in equipment, the first to 
mechanize their operations and usually the 
first to help another farmer get past a rough 
spot with the loan of money and equipment. 
As a result of his many contributions, Bob was 
named Collin County’s Conservationist Farmer 
of the Year in 1986. 

Bob was a community activist most of his 
life, but unless one had firsthand knowledge of 
his activities, his achievements would have 
gone unknown because he was such a hum-
ble individual. He was one of the original 
members of the American Agriculture Move-
ment, a grassroots organization to help farm-
ers become involved with government, politics 
and the public policy that affects their liveli-
hoods, and served as National Vice President 
and 3 years as National President. He spent 
many years lobbying at the state and national 
levels, during which time he participated in the 
1979 ‘‘tractor-cade’’ that rolled into Wash-
ington, DC, more than 6,000 tractors strong. 
He was a founding member and president of 
South Grayson Water Supply, a charter mem-
ber of the Hurricane Creek Country Club, and 
served on the Van Alstyne Library Board. 
Through his political activist endeavors, Bob 
became friends with several elected represent-
atives, such as former U.S. Sen. John Tower, 
former Speaker of the House Sam Rayburn, 
and Secretary of Agriculture John Block. Be-
cause of Willie Nelson’s support of family 
farmers, Bob and Nelson also became good 
friends. 

Bob is survived by daughters Sheryl Priest 
of North Little Rock, Arkansas, Brenda 
Baggett of Friendswood and Linda Wood of 
Van Alstyne, five grandchildren, two great- 
grandchildren, and sister JoAnn Cavender of 
Van Alstyne. He was one who believed in 
family and held his family heritage as a life-
time priority. 

Madam Speaker, we are privileged to have 
known such an honest man and humble public 
servant. Please join me today as we honor his 
memory and celebrate the life of Mr. Bob 
Wayne Thorton. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize the Prairie Creek Green-
way in Platte County, MO. On September 8, 
2008, the National Recreation Trail (NRT) 
Dedication and Tour of Missouri Watch Event 
is publicly announcing Prairie Creek Greenway 
as the only trail in Missouri to receive NRT 
designation this year. This distinguished award 
is one of the highest honors a local govern-
ment can receive for a trail project. 

I would also like to recognize and thank the 
Platte County Commissioners: Betty Knight, 
Jim Plunkett, and Tom Pryor. Due to their con-
stant work and dedication, they truly made the 
Prairie Creek Greenway a success and an 
asset to the community. The creation of this 
trail in Platte County will help preserve the 
natural beauty of Missouri. 

This honor for the Prairie Creek Greenway 
would not have been possible without the help 
of private partnerships between the county, 
developers, and homes association connected 
to the Greenway. I applaud the effort and de-
votion that has been put into this trail in Platte 
County, MO and commend the recognition of 
the Greenway. 
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Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the War in the Pacific 
National Historical Park on Guam on the occa-
sion of its 30th anniversary. In August 1978, 
the War in the Pacific National Historical Park 
was established by Public Law 95–348 to 
commemorate the bravery and sacrifices of 
those involved in the Pacific Theater of World 
War II and to preserve the historic sites on 
Guam. As we join together for this celebration, 
let us also remember the Park’s mission to 
preserve a unique story in American history 
that strives to honor not only the courage of 
our liberators, but the patriotism of the liber-
ated. 

For the past 30 years, the War in the Pacific 
National Historical Park has preserved seven 
units on Guam. These units include battle-
fields, trenches, gun emplacements, and his-
toric structures throughout the island. Because 
of the diligent efforts made by the National 
Park Service to preserve the story of the occu-
pation and liberation of Guam from December 
8, 1941 to July 21, 1944, visitors are able to 
learn about the battle for Guam by visiting 
sites at the Asan Bay Overlook, Agat Beach 
Unit and Ga’an Point, Asan Beach Unit, Fonte 
Plateau Unit, Mt. Alifan Unit, Mt. Chachao/Mt. 
Tenjo Unit, and Piti Guns Unit. 

During this 30th anniversary, we are espe-
cially honored to commend the National Park 
Service for the 2008 restoration project of the 
Memorial Wall at the Asan Bay Overlook. In-
scribed on the Memorial Wall are the names 
of the thousands of individuals, liberators who 
died in the battle for Guam, and the liberated 
who died or suffered injury, forced labor, 
forced march and internment during the occu-
pation of Guam. Through this restoration 
project, the National Park Service has ensured 
that our island will have this lasting monument 
to honor and remember Guam’s greatest gen-
eration. 

We commend the National Park Service on 
the reopening of the T. Stell Newman Visitors 
Center. In 2002, the Visitors Center, formerly 
located in Piti, was destroyed by Super-
typhoon Pongsona, but has since been re-
stored for the public at its new location in 
Sumay. This restoration was made possible 
through a successful partnership between the 
National Park Service and the U.S. Navy. 

The War in the Pacific National Historical 
Park is an extraordinary way for the people of 
Guam and our fellow Americans to recognize 
the history of Guam and the battles in the Pa-
cific Theater. On behalf of the people of 
Guam, I congratulate the War in the Pacific 
National Historical Park for a successful 30 
years of service to our island and our Nation 
and I wish them continued success in the dec-
ades to come. 
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HONORING BENNY FRIEDMAN OF 
SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA 
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Monday, September 8, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today with my colleague Rep. 
LYNN WOOLSEY to honor a local hero from 
Santa Rosa, CA. Benny Friedman, a beloved 
philanthropist and the founder of Friedman’s 
Home Improvement, passed away on July 9, 
2008, at the age of 90, after a life that touched 
and inspired many. 

‘‘If we don’t have it, you don’t need it,’’ the 
famous Friedman’s slogan, is typical of 
Benny’s way of doing business—with both 
humor and the needs of his customers in 
mind. And profits from the business were used 
to enhance the community through promotion 
and support of local organizations. 

Born in 1918 to a Russian Jewish family 
that had fled the pogroms, Benny worked hard 
throughout his youth. After his father’s death, 
he left high school to support the family, learn-
ing about the hardware business by working in 
Mike Cohen’s store. In 1940, he married 
Rosemary Zittin, a Russian immigrant, and 
shortly thereafter enlisted with his brother Joe 
to fight in World War II. 

After the war, the brothers purchased a 
junkyard in Petaluma and were later joined by 
their younger brother Harry. Over the dec-
ades, the business grew, thanks to the broth-
ers’ philosophy of working hard and treating 
everyone, customers and employees, with fair-
ness and respect. During this time, their chil-
dren and grandchildren joined the business, 
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