
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 13 18075 September 8, 2008 
John C. Fremont led the Bear Flag Revolt in 
1846, which would lead to California becoming 
the 31st State 4 years later. The plaza has 
been a National Historic Landmark since 1960 
and still serves as the town’s focal point, 
hosting many community festivals and drawing 
tourists all year round. 

In honor of this anniversary, City of Sonoma 
Historian George McKale has organized a 
commemoration committee to help celebrate 
this event with the community. Over the last 
year, members of the committee have ar-
ranged for a photo exhibition, as well as spon-
soring a poster contest for local students, a 
lecture series, and a historic quarry hike, all to 
honor Sonoma’s City Hall. 

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we acknowledge the 100th anniver-
sary of Sonoma City Hall. In years to come, 
this beautiful and historic structure will con-
tinue to be one of the most memorable im-
ages of the city of Sonoma to residents and 
visitors alike. 
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SONOMA CITY HALL 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 8, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today with my colleague, Con-
gresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor the 
100th anniversary of the Sonoma City Hall. 
This iconic building has long stood as a sym-
bol of the unique community that is the city of 
Sonoma. 

City hall sits in the center of the 8-acre 
Sonoma Plaza, the largest town square in the 
State of California. Dedicated on September 7, 
1908, the city hall was built using local basalt 
stone and originally designed with 4 identical 
facades, allowing merchants from any side of 
the square to boast that city hall faced their 
business. 

Surrounding the city hall on Sonoma Plaza 
are many historical buildings, including the 
Mission San Francisco Solano, Captain Sal-
vador Vallejo’s Casa Grande, the Presidio of 
Sonoma, the Blue Wing Inn, the Sebastiani 
Theatre, and the Toscano Hotel. Not far from 
city hall, on the northeast comer of the plaza, 
John C. Fremont led the Bear Flag Revolt in 
1846, which would lead to California becoming 
the 31st State 4 years later. The plaza has 
been a National Historic Landmark since 1960 
and still serves as the town’s focal point, 
hosting many community festivals and drawing 
tourists all year round. 

In honor of this anniversary, city of Sonoma 
Historian George McKale has organized a 
commemoration committee to help celebrate 
this event with the community. Over the last 
year, members of the committee have ar-
ranged for a photo exhibition, as well as spon-
soring a poster contest for local students, a 
lecture series, and a historic quarry hike, all to 
honor Sonoma’s City Hall. 

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we acknowledge the 100th anniver-
sary of Sonoma City Hall. In years to come, 
this beautiful and historic structure will con-

tinue to be one of the most memorable im-
ages of the city of Sonoma to residents and 
visitors alike. 
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TO COMMEMORATE THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF OUR LADY OF 
SORROWS CHURCH IN GRAND 
RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 8, 2008 

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to rise today in commemoration 
of the 100th anniversary of Our Lady of Sor-
rows Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan. On 
Saturday, September 13, 2008, a centennial 
dinner will celebrate this extraordinary mile-
stone, and it is a privilege to recognize and 
honor Rev. Theodore J. Kozlowski and the 
congregation of this remarkable church for the 
model of Christian service and the beacon of 
hope they have offered to the Grand Rapids 
community over the past century. 

From the first mass celebrated on Sep-
tember 20, 1908, by their young energetic 
priest, Father Salvatore Cianci, Our Lady of 
Sorrows was founded primarily to provide for 
the growing Italian community in Grand Rap-
ids. Meeting in the basement chapel of St. An-
drew’s Cathedral, this fledgling church offered 
the opportunity for Italians to worship and con-
tinue their faithful prayer life in the language of 
their childhood. Through the devoted efforts of 
Fr. Cianci and the small but very dedicated 
congregation, a dream became reality on 
Easter Sunday 1921, when a new structure in-
tended as a temporary church, and also a 
second building intended to house a future 
school, were blessed and dedicated. Even 
though the Great Depression prevented the 
parish from fulfilling its dream of a permanent 
house of worship for almost 40 years, Our 
Lady of Sorrows School did open its doors for 
the first time on September 25, 1922, with 56 
students in attendance. Certainly this was an 
exceptional accomplishment for a church 
which originated from the hard work and per-
severance of just a handful of Italian immi-
grant families. 

A long, faith-filled journey has led the con-
gregation of Our Lady of Sorrows to now carry 
out the same legacy of their Italian forefathers 
for the growing Hispanic population in our 
community. Today, as this parish reaches out 
to each member and to a larger, more diverse 
community with loving acts of kindness, they 
continue to enrich and inspire those who are 
touched by their works. Our Lady of Sorrows 
is well known and widely respected for bring-
ing a greater understanding of all cultures 
within the Catholic Church to others through-
out the greater Grand Rapids area. 

This extraordinary anniversary reminds all of 
us that wonderful things do happen when we 
seek to serve and glorify God. Reflecting on 
the many struggles and joys Our Lady of Sor-
rows has faced during its first century of serv-
ice to the Lord, it is the perfect time to reaffirm 
and strengthen our own faith, recognize the 
call to reach out to others, and share the 
power of God’s love. I am proud to represent 

the many parishioners of various races and 
ethnic groups who call Our Lady of Sorrows 
their church home, and am grateful to this 
congregation for their illuminating example of 
God’s kindness. I am honored to extend my 
best wishes for a memorable, grace-filled cele-
bration of a century of caring concern and 
service to the Grand Rapids community. 
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HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
OF HAMMER RESIDENCES 

HON. JIM RAMSTAD 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 8, 2008 

Mr. RAMSTAD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize all the good people at 
Hammer Residences, who have come to 
Washington, DC, to take part in the American 
Network of Community Options and Re-
sources (ANCOR) 2008 Governmental Activi-
ties Seminar and ‘‘DSPs to DC’’ events. 

Hammer Residences is working in my dis-
trict to provide direct support and services to 
individuals with disabilities of all ages. Ham-
mer employs 300 direct support professionals 
who provide a range of supports services 7 
days a week, 24 hours a day, to help further 
the public policy goal of enabling people with 
mental and physical disabilities to live and 
work in their community. This outstanding, 
highly trained, highly skilled and highly com-
mitted workforce supports over 400 people 
with disabilities in our community. 

Hammer’s services include residential and 
in-home services, case management and 
other support services for both children and 
adults with disabilities. 

For most of this week, people from Hammer 
Residences and all the attendees at ANCOR’s 
events are meeting with their congressional of-
fices. They are discussing the deepening 
workforce crisis threatening the quality of sup-
port services to people with disabilities 
throughout the Nation. 

Without an adequately paid, trained and 
dedicated workforce, Americans with disabil-
ities and their families face a less secure fu-
ture. Without the necessary workforce, pro-
viders cannot help our nation fulfill its commit-
ment to people with disabilities embodied in 
the Americans with Disabilities Act and the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision. 

I applaud the people at Hammer Resi-
dences for taking a lead on this workforce 
issue. This is problem-solving at its best, and 
I encourage all of my colleagues to examine 
their commitment to providing the best support 
possible to people with disabilities in their dis-
tricts. 

There is no better way to recognize this 
workforce’s contribution to the Nation than to 
ensure that these dedicated direct support 
professionals are fairly compensated. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in cosponsoring 
the bipartisan Direct Support Professionals 
Fairness and Security Act (H.R. 1279) and 
urging hearings on this important issue in the 
coming weeks. 
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