
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 13 18097 September 9, 2008 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MENENDEZ). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, with the 
consent of the Republican leader, I ask 
unanimous consent that the motion 
and pending amendments be set aside 
so the Senate may consider the fol-
lowing first-degree amendments; that 
no amendments be in order to the 
amendments prior to a vote; and that 
any debate time provided under the 
agreement be equally divided and con-
trolled in the usual form; that if a se-
quence of votes is established under the 
provisions of a separate consent, then 
there be 2 minutes equally divided and 
controlled prior to any vote; and that 
in any sequence the succeeding votes 
be 10 minutes in limitation: 

Leahy amendment regarding statute 
of limitations, the Vitter amendment 
regarding missile defense with 2 hours 
of debate, the Nelson of Florida amend-
ment regarding SBP-DIC offset, and 
the Kyl amendment regarding X-ban 
radar. 

Further, that during Wednesday’s 
session, the ban on motions to proceed 
continue to be in effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5323 
Mr. LEVIN. And now, Mr. President, 

I call up the Leahy amendment at the 
desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Michigan [Mr. LEVIN], 

for Mr. LEAHY, for himself, and Mr. BYRD, 
proposes an amendment numbered 5323. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the reading be 
dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To provide for a suspension of cer-

tain statutes of limitations when Congress 
has authorized the use of military force) 
At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the 

following: 
SEC. 1083. SUSPENSION OF STATUTES OF LIMITA-

TIONS WHEN CONGRESS AUTHOR-
IZES THE USE OF MILITARY FORCE. 

Section 3287 of title 18, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘or Congress has enacted a 
specific authorization for the use of the 
Armed Forces, as described in section 5(b) of 
the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 
1544(b)),’’ after ‘‘is at war’’; 

(2) by inserting ‘‘or directly connected 
with or related to the authorized use of the 
Armed Forces’’ after ‘‘prosecution of the 
war’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘three years’’ and inserting 
‘‘5 years’’; 

(4) by striking ‘‘proclaimed by the Presi-
dent’’ and inserting ‘‘proclaimed by a Presi-
dential proclamation, with notice to Con-
gress,’’; and 

(5) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘For 
purposes of applying such definitions in this 

section, the term ‘war’ includes a specific au-
thorization for the use of the Armed Forces, 
as described in section 5(b) of the War Pow-
ers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1544(b)).’’. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, for Mem-
bers’ information, in view of the agree-
ment we have received, there will be no 
further votes today. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that we now go 
into a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CASEY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to be recognized for 
15 minutes, if I could. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

f 

IRAQ 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise 
in support of S. Res. 636 that Senator 
LIEBERMAN will be trying to introduce 
tomorrow. It is a resolution of the Sen-
ate, and he will be trying to introduce 
it tomorrow. I am going to speak on it 
tonight. I am a coauthor of it. It 
speaks about the phenomenal success 
of the surge, of troops into Iraq. But it 
is more than just a surge of 30,000 
troops. It has been a surge on many 
fronts: political, economic, and mili-
tarily. The resolution would be a state-
ment by the Senate recognizing that 
the surge has worked, that those who 
executed the strategy are recognized 
for being the great leaders they are, it 
is a compliment to our troops, and it is 
also a recognition that the Iraqi people 
have stepped to the plate and changed 
the tides that existed in their country 
of extremism and Iraq now is becoming 
a stable government, a country where 
people are working out their dif-
ferences through the rule of law and 
representative democracy, and al- 
Qaida has been delivered a dramatic 
blow. 

To put this in perspective, at the end 
of 2006, it was clear the old strategy 
was not working, that the troops we 
had in Iraq were not being used in a 
way to counter the insurgency and 
were not enough in number. All this 
came to a head in late 2006 when Sen-

ator MCCAIN, myself, and Senator 
LIEBERMAN, among others, were argu-
ing for a change in strategy. 

We had, I think, seven visits to Iraq; 
at the time about four. During our vis-
its—Senator MCCAIN, myself, and Sen-
ator LIEBERMAN—every time we went, 
it was worse than the time before, up 
until the surge became the new strat-
egy. The sergeants, the colonels, and 
captains were very blunt with us, say-
ing this was not working. It was clear 
to us we did not have the right number 
of troops or the right strategy. In Jan-
uary of 2007, President Bush, much to 
his credit, announced a new strategy, 
an infusion of, I think, 30,000 new com-
bat brigades into Iraq to bring about 
security. 

It has always been our belief—Sen-
ator MCCAIN, myself, and Senator 
LIEBERMAN—that without security, it 
is hard to have a representative democ-
racy. It is one thing to talk about po-
litical compromise and the difficulty of 
talk radio and MoveOn.Org. But it is 
another thing to talk about political 
compromise when your family is being 
murdered. It is very hard to administer 
the rule of law when the judges and the 
prospective participants in the trial 
are under siege and under attack. So 
without better security, there was no 
hope. 

I have always believed that a secu-
rity environment is required before you 
can have political compromise, eco-
nomic progress, or any forgiveness. The 
economic progress in Iraq is pretty 
stunning: 5 percent growth. The oil 
revenues have almost doubled. Oil pro-
duction has almost doubled. The econ-
omy is doing very well in Iraq com-
pared to a year ago. The availability of 
energy and power is dramatically up. 
So the everyday life of the Iraqi people 
is still a struggle and difficult but far 
better than it was a year ago. There 
are a lot of people purchasing refrig-
erators and televisions and other elec-
tronic devices. The availability of 
power is at an all-time high. But de-
mand is also at an all-time high. 

Economically, inflation is down and 
the Iraqis have a surplus. People say: 
Well, should they pay us back? I would 
like to get some of our money back. 
They are certainly paying more. They 
are paying for all major reconstruction 
projects now, and they are paying for 
the operation of their army, for the 
most part. 

But the best way to pay us back as a 
nation is for Iraq to be a place that em-
braces democracy, rejects al-Qaida, 
would be a buffer to Iranian ambitions, 
would be a place where a woman would 
have a say about her child. All that, to 
me, is priceless. For Iraq to go from a 
Saddam Hussein dictatorship to a rep-
resentative government where Sunnis, 
Shias, and Kurds live in peace with 
each other, at peace with their neigh-
bors is a major sea change in the over-
all war on terror and is a priceless 
event as far as I am concerned. 
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