
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 1318100 September 9, 2008 
I hope the American people see what is 
going on. It is another day gone by 
with our not having the ability here 
because of the Republicans refusing to 
approve legislation that is extremely 
urgent. It is emergency legislation. We 
have been told so by the President and 
his Secretary of Treasury, and they 
still would not let us do this. 

I wonder where JOHN MCCAIN is. What 
is his idea on this? Should we let the 
fund go belly up? Where is JOHN 
MCCAIN? Couldn’t he send a statement, 
a message from somebody saying: I 
agree with President Bush, or does he 
disagree, for one of the rare, 10 percent 
of the times when he disagrees? The 
word out is he supports the President 
90 percent of the time. It is really 95 
percent of the time. 

But is he now going to be part of the 
5 percent where he says: I disagree with 
the President; I don’t think that 
money should be replenished. 

Where is JOHN MCCAIN? Let us hear 
from JOHN MCCAIN. 
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TRIBUTE TO LAURA SANDERS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a remark-
able teacher from my home State of 
Kentucky, Laura Sanders, who was rec-
ognized on August 19 as Kentucky’s 
2008 No Child Left Behind American 
Star of Teaching. 

Sanders, a kindergarten teacher at 
Cumberland Trace Elementary School 
in Bowling Green, KY, has based her 
teaching career on the belief that all 
children can achieve and holds high ex-
pectations for each and every one of 
them. 

She looks at each child’s strengths 
and weaknesses and works with them 
individually or in small groups to en-
sure their success. She is the recipient 
of numerous awards recognizing her 
contributions to education. 

For the 2006–2007 school year, her stu-
dents’ reading scores went from the 52 
percent benchmark in the fall to 91 per-
cent in the spring. For the 2007–2008 
school year, her kindergarteners start-
ed with a 58 percent benchmark and by 
mid-year, 85 percent had met the 
benchmark scores. 

However, it is her love of teaching, 
and the love she has for her students, 
that defines her effective and creative 
teaching style that gives students a 
willingness to learn. 

‘‘Love. Love the children that come 
in your door every day,’’ Sanders ad-
vises other educators. 

Patrice McCrary, who has been a col-
league and friend of Sanders for over a 
decade, nominated Sanders for this 
year’s award. 

‘‘I’ve had the honor and privilege of 
team teaching with her. This is our 
11th year together, and I have never 
seen anybody who puts more into their 
teaching or loves their students more 
than Ms. Sanders does,’’ McCrary said. 

Each year since 2004, teachers across 
all grade levels and disciplines are hon-
ored in the fall as American Stars of 
Teaching based on their success in im-
proving academic performance and 
making a difference in their students’ 
lives. 

Margaret Spellings, the Secretary of 
Education, acknowledged the out-
standing teaching style that Sanders 
brings to her students. 

‘‘Teachers like Laura Sanders com-
bine a passion for teaching with high 
expectations that every child can 
learn,’’ Spellings said. ‘‘We at the U.S. 
Department of Education are proud to 
recognize these dedicated, hard-work-
ing professionals, who are committed 
to closing the achievement gap and 
challenging every child to achieve his 
or her potential.’’ 

Her former students are walking ex-
amples of her success and her passion 
for teaching. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join with me in recog-
nizing Laura Sanders’s unwavering 
dedication to education, her commu-
nity, and Kentucky. 
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EXPANSION OF THE VERDE 
VALLEY MEDICAL CENTER 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I am pleased 
to relate some good news from my 
State of Arizona. It is good news for 
Arizonans who live in the Verde Val-
ley, which lies between Phoenix and 
Flagstaff. 

The Verde Valley Medical Center, a 
99-bed, full-service hospital, has re-
cently completed a $35 million expan-
sion project. The project, which took 
nearly 3 years to complete, increases 
the size of the facility and updates a 
portion of the existing space. 

The expansion and renovation will 
add new medical services and help the 
center serve patients more efficiently. 
For instance, the medical imaging de-
partment will be moved to a central-
ized location, and more beds will be 
added to the telemetry unit, which 
serves patients who need to be mon-
itored, but do not require intensive 
care. The updated facility also includes 
improvements and additions to serve 
women and children. The perinatal 
unit will move to a new location with 
a C-section operating room and a re-
covery room. The increase in the facili-
ty’s size will also allow the creation of 
a pediatrics unit. 

This recent project is only the latest 
expansion in the history of the Verde 
Valley Medical Center. For the past 70 
years, the center has adapted to meet 
the needs of the growing community. 

The origins of the Verde Valley Med-
ical Center can be traced to 1939, when 
a small, outpatient facility brought 
xray equipment and an operating room 
to Cottonwood. At that time, the 
Marcus J. Lawrence Memorial Clinic, 
as the center was then known, served a 
small, rural population. In 1940, 

Yavapai County, which contains Cot-
tonwood, was home to just over 26,000 
Arizonans. Today, the county has a 
population of over 167,000. 

The Verde Valley Medical Center has 
grown just like the region. Just 6 years 
after opening, the Marcus J. Lawrence 
Memorial Clinic added more beds and 
became a hospital. Two decades later, 
the hospital moved to its current loca-
tion and opened a new 50-bed facility. 

Then, in 1995, the medical center 
began extending its services into neigh-
boring communities with the opening 
of a facility in Sedona. Later, new fa-
cilities would open in Camp Verde and 
Oak Creek. In 1998, the hospital became 
known as it is today, as the Verde Val-
ley Medical Center, and 8 years later, 
the expansion project that has just 
been completed would begin. 

With the opening of the expansion, 
Verde Valley Medical Center is ready 
to build on its record of serving the 
north-central Arizona community. 
During the 2008 fiscal year, the center 
served about 77,000 patients. This re-
cent expansion will help to ensure that 
the medical center continues to meet 
the health care needs of Arizonans, just 
as it has for the past 70 years. 
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NEW MARKETS TAX CREDIT 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, today I 
would like to speak about the new mar-
kets tax credit, NMTC—a vital devel-
opment financing tool for low-income 
communities that is set to expire at 
end of this year unless Congress takes 
action. 

The NMTC was signed into law 8 
years ago in order to attract private 
investment to economically distressed 
communities by offering a modest Fed-
eral tax credit as an incentive for in-
vestors. Since its inception, this pro-
gram has proven remarkably effective. 

According to the Treasury Depart-
ment, as of the first of July, the NMTC 
has been responsible for $11 billion of 
new investment in economically dis-
tressed communities across the coun-
try, including $600 million for commu-
nity development entities based in 
Massachusetts. A January 2007 General 
Accountability Office report indicates 
that 88 percent of NMTC investors 
would not have made a particular in-
vestment in a low income community 
without the credit, and 69 percent had 
never made such an investment prior 
to working with the NMTC. 

The NMTC program has successfully 
generated private investment in low- 
income communities. Community de-
velopment entities, CDEs, that admin-
ister the program funds are frequently 
involved with communities with pov-
erty rates higher than 30 percent and 
unemployment rates significantly 
greater than the national average. This 
program, by merging public and pri-
vate investments, is infusing these 
communities with the resources to 
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