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a blister on my tongue.’’ When asked 
about why he volunteered for this dan-
gerous duty, he said: ‘‘You don’t think, 
‘I’m going to go out and win the Medal 
of Honor.’ You’re going to win a body 
bag if you’re not real lucky.’’ 

And, in a testament to Ed’s humble 
nature, his comment on his heroism 
was simply: ‘‘I did think I possibly did 
a little more than was required of me. 
But again, I had a job to do.’’ 

It is a tremendous honor for me to 
pay tribute to Ed W. Freeman, and my 
condolences go to his wife Barbara, his 
sons, and their families at this difficult 
time.∑ 
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REMEMBERING BILL GWATNEY 

∑ Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, it is with 
great sadness I rise to honor a great 
American, a great Arkansan and my 
friend. Bill Gwatney, a valiant public 
servant, was taken from us on August 
13, 2008. 

Bill was my friend for many years. 
This included his days as an elected of-
ficial in Arkansas where he served as a 
State senator for 10 years. He was com-
mitted to improving the State of Ar-
kansas by taking the lead on legisla-
tive redistricting, reforming ethics 
rules, and encouraging economic devel-
opment throughout the State. While 
serving in the State senate he fought 
against insurance companies to pass 
the Any Willing Provider legislation. 
This allowed patients more flexibility 
in choosing their doctors. He inspired 
other great leaders to lift the State 
and the country into a prosperous fu-
ture. He worked tirelessly every day to 
make Arkansas a better place for his 
children and for children from the 
Delta to the Ozarks. 

He became chair of our State party 
in 2007 and was a leader in getting the 
party to where it is today. His work 
ethic and ability to bring people to-
gether were unmatched. His person-
ality was contagious, likable, and he 
was an all around wonderful person. In 
the days following his death, he was 
praised on both sides of the aisle. Bill 
was taken from us too soon. 

I echo a comment by Arkansas Gov-
ernor Mike Beebe who said: ‘‘Arkansas 
has lost a great son, and I have lost a 
great friend.’’ These words ring true to 
any Arkansan who had the privilege of 
knowing him. He believed strongly in 
integrity and good leadership within 
the State of Arkansas. His death put in 
perspective what he believed, that pub-
lic service is about people, and with his 
passing Arkansas has lost one of its 
finest. 

Bill leaves behind a wife Rebecca and 
children, Christian and Chase, along 
with two step-children, Zachary and 
Emily. 

I ask my collogues to join with me in 
paying tribute to the life of a great 
family man, business leader, and public 
servant, Mr. Bill Gwatney.∑ 

COMMENDING THE CANYON LAKE 
LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL TEAM 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize and congratulate 
the Rapid City Canyon Lake All-Star 
Little League baseball team. The Can-
yon Lake All-Stars, under coaches 
Doug Simons, Steve Nolan, and Jeff 
Minnick, have the honor of being the 
first South Dakota team to make it to 
the Little League World Series, held 
this year in Williamsport, PA. 

The Rapid City Canyon Lake All- 
Stars went through the Central Re-
gional Tournament with wins over 
such teams as Kansas, with a final 
score 15–3, and Iowa, 9–8. They ad-
vanced to the Little League World Se-
ries where they played the Southeast, 
New England, and West teams. 

These young people represented 
Rapid City and South Dakota in an ex-
traordinary fashion. While the final 
outcome of the Little League World 
Series was not what these young ath-
letes had hoped for, their hard work 
and sportsmanship is representative of 
South Dakota. I would like to give 
credit to the coaches, parents, sup-
porters, though especially the dedica-
tion of these young players. The com-
munity of Rapid City will recognize the 
hard work and sportsmanship this 
team has shown during the tournament 
with a welcome home celebration and 
parade Saturday. This is a well de-
served victory and the team merits ac-
knowledgment for their extraordinary 
achievement. 

I want to recognize Manager Doug Si-
mons, Coach Steve Nolan, and Coach 
Jeff Minnick for their guidance and 
support to help make this year’s team 
so successful. I also want to congratu-
late all of this year’s team members: 
Logan Anderson, Cale Fierro, Tanner 
Hagen, Jonah Hanson, William Hen-
dricks, Matthew Minnick, TJ Nolan, 
Mark Petereit, Jesse Riddle, Tanner 
Simons, Carter Wevik, Matthew Wil-
son, and Alec Winter. 

Again, congratulations to the Rapid 
City Canyon Lake All-Stars on fighting 
their way to the Little League World 
Series.∑ 

f 

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BERLIN AIRLIFT 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, it is 
with great honor that today I recognize 
the 60th anniversary of the Berlin Air-
lift, for which the reunion is being held 
in Rapid City, SD. The Berlin Airlift 
Veterans Association will be holding 
the reunion September 29 through Oc-
tober 3, 2008. 

The first skirmishes of the Cold War 
began with the Soviet blockade of Ber-
lin in 1948, which prevented residents of 
West Berlin from accessing food and 
fuel from outside the city indefinitely. 
Later deemed ‘‘the greatest humani-
tarian airlift in history,’’ American, 
British, and French Allies supplied the 

2 million residents of West Berlin with 
coal, food, medicine, and other sup-
plies. Through nearly 300,000 flights, 2.5 
million tons of supplies were delivered 
before the USSR lifted the blockade in 
1949. 

I am proud to have this opportunity 
to honor those involved in the Berlin 
Airlift, and their outstanding service 
to those in a most dire situation. The 
50th anniversary reunion was held in 
Berlin in 1998, with President Clinton 
in attendance. Due to the deployment 
of B–29s from Ellsworth Air Force Base 
during the airlift, the 60th anniversary 
celebrations will be held in Rapid City, 
SD. Again, I commend the hard work 
and dedication of the American, Brit-
ish, and French pilots involved, and I 
am very pleased that their substantial 
efforts are being publicly honored and 
celebrated.∑ 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF EPIPHANY, SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I wish to pay tribute to the 125th anni-
versary of the founding of the city of 
Epiphany, SD. After 125 years, this pro-
gressive community will have a chance 
to reflect on its past and future, and I 
congratulate the people of Epiphany 
for all that they have accomplished. 

Dating back to the Louisiana Pur-
chase in 1803, the establishment of the 
Dakota Territory in 1861, and the 
Homestead Act of 1862, Epiphany is lo-
cated in Hanson County in northeast 
South Dakota. The town witnessed an 
influx of residents after the arrival of 
Father William Kroeger in 1893, who 
was known for his medical studies and 
work to build the Church of Epiphany. 
This grand, historic landmark con-
tinues to be a beautiful and inspira-
tional symbol of pride to the commu-
nity and its residents. 

Epiphany originally featured several 
local businesses, including the J.P. 
Zeihen General Store, a blacksmith, 
saloon, barbershop, and cream station. 
Today, the town claims the Coon-
hunter Inn, the Village Hair Design, J 
& H Construction, and Denis & Evie 
Wingen’s Appliance Shop. 

Epiphany commemorated its anni-
versary with a celebration on the 
weekend of August 1–3. Even 125 years 
after its founding, Epiphany continues 
to be a vibrant community. I am proud 
to honor the accomplishments of the 
people of Epiphany, and congratulate 
them on this impressive achievement.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF SCANDIA 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, it is 
with great honor that today I recognize 
the 100th anniversary of Scandia Lu-
theran Church in Centerville, SD. This 
anniversary holds special meaning for 
my family and I, as my grandfather 
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