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morale, welfare, and recreation telephone 
services for such personnel that is in effect 
as of the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and a statement of the average amount of 
such cost that is returned to the contractor 
under such contract as a return on invest-
ment or profit. 

SA 5337. Mr. REID (for Mr. BIDEN (for 
himself, Mr. CASEY, Mr. INHOFE, and 
Mr. CARPER)) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by Mr. REID to 
the bill S. 3001, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2009 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 311, between lines 13 and 14, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 1083. TRANSFER OF NAVY AIRCRAFT N40VT. 

(a) AUTHORITY TO CONVEY.—The Secretary 
of the Navy may convey, without consider-
ation, to Piasecki Aircraft Corporation of 
Essington, Pennsylvania (in this section re-
ferred to as ‘‘transferee’’), all right, title, 
and interest of the United States, except as 
set forth elsewhere herein, in and to Navy 
aircraft N40VT (Bureau Number 163283) and 
associated components and test equipment, 
previously specified as Government fur-
nished equipment, specified in contract 
N00019–00–C–0284. The conveyance shall be 
made by means of a deed of gift. 

(b) CONDITION OF AIRCRAFT.—The aircraft 
shall be conveyed under subsection (a) in its 
current, ‘‘as is’’ condition. The Secretary is 
not required to repair or alter the condition 
of the aircraft before conveying ownership of 
the aircraft. 

(c) CONVEYANCE AT NO COST TO THE UNITED 
STATES.—The conveyance of the aircraft 
under subsection (a) shall be made at no cost 
to the United States. Any costs associated 
with the conveyance shall be borne by the 
transferee. 

(d) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
The Secretary may require such additional 
terms and conditions in connection with a 
conveyance under this section as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to protect the 
interests of the United States. 

(e) CLARIFICATION OF LIABILITY.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, upon 
the conveyance of the Navy aircraft N40VT 
(Bureau Number 163283) under subsection (a), 
the United States shall not be liable for any 
death, injury, loss, or damage that results 
from the use of that aircraft by any person 
other than the United States. 

SA 5338. Mr. REID (for Mr. BIDEN (for 
himself, Mr. KENNEDY, Mrs. 
MCCASKILL, and Mr. BAYH)) submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by Mr. REID to the bill S. 3001, to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2009 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy; to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

At the end of subtitle G of title V, add the 
following: 

SEC. 587. EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN REST AND RE-
CUPERATION LEAVE FROM LIMITA-
TIONS ON LEAVE ACCUMULATED BY 
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES. 

Section 705 of title 10, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c): 

‘‘(c) Any period of rest and recuperation 
absence received by a member under sub-
section (b)(2) shall not be treated as leave ac-
cumulated by the member for purposes of 
section 701 of this title.’’. 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARINGS 

PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce for the information of 
the Senate and the public that the Per-
manent Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions of the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs will 
hold a hearing entitled, ‘‘Dividend Tax 
Abuse: How Offshore Entities Dodge 
Taxes On U.S. Stock Dividends.’’ The 
Subcommittee hearing will examine 
how some financial institutions have 
designed, marketed, and implemented 
transactions to enable foreign tax-
payers, including offshore hedge funds, 
to dodge millions of dollars of taxes on 
U.S. stock dividends. The hearing will 
also examine whether current law re-
lating to dividend taxation and with-
holding should be strengthened. The 
Subcommittee expects to issue a Sub-
committee staff report in conjunction 
with the hearing summarizing its in-
vestigative findings and recommenda-
tions. Witnesses will include represent-
atives of U.S. financial institutions, 
offshore hedge funds, a tax expert, and 
the Internal Revenue Service. 

The Subcommittee hearing is sched-
uled for Thursday, September 11, 2008, 
at 9 a.m., in Room 106 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building. For further in-
formation, please contact Elise Bean of 
the Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations at 202–224–9505. 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I would 
like to inform Members that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship will hold a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Business Start-up Hurdles in Un-
derserved Communities: Access to Ven-
ture Capital and Entrepreneurship 
Training,’’ on Thursday, September 11, 
2008 at 10 a.m., in room 428A of the Rus-
sell Senate Office Building. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I would 
like to announce that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, Thursday, September 11, at 9:30 
a.m. in room 628 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building to conduct a hearing on 
(1) S. 3128, the White Mountain Apache 
Tribe Rural Water System Loan Au-
thorization Act; (2) S. 3355, the Crow 
Tribe Water Rights Settlement Act of 

2008; and (3) S. 3381, a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Commissioner of Reclama-
tion, to develop water infrastructure in 
the Rio Grande Basin, and to approve 
the settlement of the water rights 
claims of the Pueblos of Nambe, 
Pojoaque, San Ildefonso, Tesuque, and 
Taos. 

Those wishing additional information 
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at, 202–224–2251. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, the 
Senate Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources will hold a business 
meeting on Thursday, September 11, 
2008 at 12 noon, in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the Business Meeting 
is to consider pending legislation. 

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224–7571 or 
Amanda Kelly at (202) 224–6836. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 

would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Energy Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. The hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, September 16, 2008, at 2:30, in 
room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on recent analyses of 
the role of speculative investment in 
energy markets. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record should send it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510–6150, or by email 
to Gina weinstock@energy.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Angela Becker-Dippmann at (202) 
224–5269 or Gina Weinstock at (202) 224– 
5684. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, September 9, 2008, 
at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
September 9, 2008, at 10 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Strengthening 
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