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to pay our farmers not to produce when prices 
are low and food is ample. In times like these, 
such subsidies may be a luxury we cannot af-
ford. 

In the meantime, I encourage the Congress 
to speak with one voice and endorse the mul-
tilateral engagement proposed in this resolu-
tion. While It alone wIll not solve this complex 
problem, it is a necessary and needed compo-
nent of a successful and comprehensive strat-
egy. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 344, 
which recognizes that we are facing a global 
food crisis. And I applaud Congresswoman 
JACKSON-LEE for bringing needed focus to the 
vast and spreading hunger epidemic. 

In the last 3 years, global prices for basic 
staples such as rice, wheat and corn are up 
more than 80 percent. Many trends converged 
on this moment to lift global food prices to his-
toric heights. Bad weather in developing coun-
tries, a shift toward biofuels in the West, 
underinvestment in agriculture by international 
donors, and growing demand in countries like 
China and India all contributed to the present 
challenge. 

The result has been devastating for the 
poor. In some places, there is no food. In 
other places, food has become unaffordable. 
In Haiti, desperate people—moms and dads 
and kids—are literally eating mud to survive. 
They are making cakes of clay, salt and short-
ening because they cannot afford real food. 

Over 1 billion people already live on less 
than 1 dollar per day. Skyrocketing food prices 
are forcing 100 million more people into deep 
poverty, erasing decades of progress in fight-
ing poverty and creating a moral call to action 
a just Nation cannot ignore. Food riots have 
erupted in critical countries including Pakistan, 
Indonesia, Egypt and Afghanistan, desta-
bilizing governments and threatening U.S. na-
tional security. 

All of America’s investments in global devel-
opment are undermined by the food crisis. 
PEPFAR’s drugs won’t save starving people. 
Programs in education and child survival are 
essential, but they have little impact when 
most basic human need goes unmet. 

The United States has responded with a 
generous commitment of emergency food aid. 
Yet, emergency aid will never get us ahead of 
what threatens to be an enduring challenge. 
Some of the trends that created the crisis may 
ease, but others including climate change and 
growing demand for food will only accelerate. 
Congress must recognize that the nature of 
international hunger has changed due to 
changes in the global economy and environ-
ment. We must agree a new approach is 
needed from our government and international 
partners. And we must commit to a long-term 
strategy that prioritizes new and substantial 
funding to improve agricultural productivity in 
developing countries. 

America’s investments in global agriculture 
declined for years while other program budg-
ets soared. In 1985, 12 percent of all U.S. offi-
cial development assistance went toward agri-
culture. Thirty years later in 2005, agriculture’s 
share was only 3 percent. This shift in re-
sources is difficult to justify since the poorest 
countries have rural economies. When Amer-
ican aid is based on the recipient country’s pri-

orities, countries ask for agricultural support. 
More than half of all the funds committed by 
the Millennium Challenge Corporation to date 
are targeted toward agriculture and rural infra-
structure. 

American foreign asistance requires a more 
balanced approach that recognizes food secu-
rity as a necessary precondition for all suc-
cessful development efforts. This is the mo-
ment when our country should reclaim its tra-
ditional leadership role in fighting global hun-
ger. The stakes are too high for half-meas-
ures. There will be no peace, no justice, no 
progress in a hungry world. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of this resolution recognizing 
the need to combat the global food crisis. 

Rising fuel prices and the effects of 
globalization exacerbate the problems related 
to the growing cost of food, causing popu-
lations of developing countries to experience 
great hardships in purchasing their basic ne-
cessities. This emergency has already af-
fected millions and will increase the poverty 
levels endured by the most vulnerable groups 
worldwide. Children are especially susceptible 
to the effects of malnourishment, which weak-
ens their immune systems, causing millions of 
children to suffer from infectious diseases, im-
paired brain development, and stunted growth. 

The dire situation of rising food prices has 
already led to unrest in some parts of the 
world. The U.N. has created a special task 
force and the World Food Program has called 
for $755 million in increased funding to cover 
the high costs of food and fuel. The United 
States must take an active role in coordinating 
international action through a world forum de-
signed to determine what must be done to al-
leviate this crisis worldwide and protect the 
children and other vulnerable populations af-
fected. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the concurrent 
resolution, H. Con. Res 344, as amend-
ed. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1245 

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING THE 
IMPORTANCE OF THE RED CROSS 
TO THE MILITARY 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 

937) expressing the sense of the House 
of Representatives that the emergency 
communications services provided by 
the American Red Cross are vital re-
sources for military servicemembers 
and their families, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 937 

Whereas the emergency communications 
services provided by the American Red Cross 
are free for military families experiencing a 
crisis; 

Whereas the Red Cross can provide notifi-
cation of emergencies and other important 
events to over 1,400,000 active duty per-
sonnel, and 1,200,000 members of the National 
Guard and Reserves, on behalf of their fam-
ily members; 

Whereas in an emergency, the Red Cross 
reaches out to verify the emergency and pro-
vides third-party objective information to 
commanding officers; 

Whereas the Red Cross provides timely and 
accurate information 7 days a week, 24 hours 
a day, 365 days a year, and such information 
can assist a commander’s decision whether 
to release a service member from duty in 
order to join with his or her family in a time 
of hardship; 

Whereas whether that service member is a 
reservist in 2 weeks of Arctic training in 
Alaska, a sailor on a ship in the Indian 
Ocean, or a member of an advanced team on 
patrol in Iraq, the Red Cross messaging sys-
tem can communicate messages between 
family members when and where other civil-
ian services cannot; 

Whereas whether it is a birth or death no-
tification, the Red Cross bears the emotional 
mission to deliver accurate and timely mes-
sages between family members; 

Whereas the Red Cross ensures the delivery 
of the message and provides the family with 
the needed support until the service member 
returns home; and 

Whereas the Red Cross provides services 
through 756 chapters in the United States 
and on 58 military installations around the 
world to United States Armed Forces per-
sonnel, including our troops in Kuwait, Af-
ghanistan, and Iraq: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives appreciates the vital emergency com-
munications services provided by the Amer-
ican Red Cross between military service 
members and their families during emer-
gencies or other important events. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise in strong support of this 
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resolution and yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

First let me commend my colleague 
from Texas, Dr. MICHAEL BURGESS, for 
introducing this important resolution 
and for his work in support of the 
American Red Cross. All of us have 
watched the American Red Cross re-
form itself, but we have also known 
that its brand name has represented 
the aid to help, the anchor in the time 
of storm. 

In times of emergency and other im-
portant events, the American Red 
Cross has the important and at times 
difficult duty of notifying military 
servicemembers on behalf of their fam-
ilies about such events. The Red Cross 
provides critical information to com-
manding officers to help them decide 
whether to release a servicemember 
from duty in order to join with his or 
her family in time of crisis. 

Regardless of whether it is a birth 
notice or a tragedy, such as the dev-
astating floods in the Midwest, the Red 
Cross ensures the timely delivery of vi-
tally important messages and ably pro-
vides the families of military service-
members with the support and assist-
ance they need until the servicemem-
ber returns home. This resolution rec-
ognizes the critical mission that the 
American Red Cross undertakes in pro-
viding information about these events 
to military servicemembers. We are all 
thankful to the Red Cross for carrying 
out this important work. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise in 
support of House Resolution 937. This 
measure recognizes the vital commu-
nication services provided by the 
American Red Cross to U.S. servicemen 
and servicewomen serving overseas. 
Seven days a week, 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year, the American Red Cross 
provides notification of family emer-
gencies and other important events as 
to birth and death notices to our forces 
that are in the field in lands far away. 

Whether it be in Iraq or Afghanistan 
or aboard a ship in the Indian Ocean, 
the Red Cross messaging system can 
communicate between members of 
military families where other civilian 
means of communication cannot. 
American Red Cross officials are able 
to verify emergencies and relay infor-
mation that is critical to a com-
mander’s decision whether to release a 
servicemember to allow him or her to 
return home during a time of family 
hardship. In addition to providing noti-
fication, the Red Cross often provides 
families in crisis with support until a 
servicemember can return home. 

I want to thank the author of this 
resolution, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. BURGESS), for giving us this oppor-

tunity to commend the American Red 
Cross for its outstanding service to our 
country’s troops and their families. 
The people of the United States are 
grateful for the dependable support 
that the American Red Cross has pro-
vide us in times of crisis for the past 
127 years. 

I urge my colleagues to support 
House Resolution 937. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve my time. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS), the 
author of this resolution. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. I appre-
ciate the efforts of both of my col-
leagues from Texas on the Foreign Re-
lations Committee for helping bring 
this resolution to the floor today so 
that it could be done in the time we 
have remaining in the United States 
Congress this year. 

I do ask my colleagues to support 
House Resolution 937. This resolution 
expresses the sense of the House of 
Representatives that the emergency 
communications services provided by 
the American Red Cross are vital re-
sources for military and servicemem-
bers and their families. 

For more than a century, the Amer-
ican Red Cross has provided an emer-
gency messaging system free of charge 
to all military servicemembers and to 
their families. Through 756 chapters in 
the United States and on 58 military 
installations around the world, the 
American Red Cross serves over 1.4 
million active duty personnel and 1.2 
million members of the National Guard 
and Reserves with emergency commu-
nication. 

Twenty-four hours a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year, American Red 
Cross volunteers transmit emergency 
messages between military service-
members and their families. This re-
source provides not only a notification 
system for the servicemember, but it 
also offers third-party verification of 
the emergency. In an emergency, com-
manders in the field rely on this un-
biased third-party verification when 
deciding whether to release a military 
servicemember from their duties. 

In addition to keeping more than 
1,000 military families connected each 
day, the Red Cross delivers emergency 
messages regarding serious illness of a 
loved one or the good news on the birth 
of a servicemember’s child or grand-
child. I know this because I had per-
sonal service during my career as an 
obstetrician back in Texas, and I can-
not tell you the number of times where 
the Red Cross provided this vital func-
tion. 

The Red Cross emergency commu-
nications services are also available to 
the families of civilian personnel work-

ing overseas under contract to the De-
partment of Defense. This service to 
the Armed Forces assists an active 
duty servicemember or veteran every 3 
minutes, receives a call from someone 
in need every 11⁄2 minutes, and assists 
those in need with one phone call 
placed or received every minute of 
every day of every year. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing the volunteers, the 
supporters, the military servicemem-
bers and their families who rely on the 
American Red Cross to communicate 
messages in a family emergency. This 
vital service could not happen without 
the sincere support of the Red Cross 
and the dedication to our troops and 
families. I ask you to commend them 
by voting in support of House Resolu-
tion 937. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
other speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, in conclusion, let me say that 
the Red Cross has often been the com-
forting arm for the United States mili-
tary families. I want to thank Dr. BUR-
GESS and his cosponsors for the great 
work he has done on this legislation. I 
would like to also thank the staff of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee and the 
chairman, Mr. BERMAN, and the rank-
ing member, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN. 

I would also like to add on H. Con. 
Res. 334, the global food crisis legisla-
tion, that I would also like to thank 
the staff of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and my staff, Johannes Tsehai, 
for their hard work on that. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to ask for strong support on the 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON-LEE) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 937 as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

CONDEMNING MIDEAST TV PRO-
GRAMMING THAT INCITES VIO-
LENCE 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
1069) condemning the use of television 
programming by Hamas to indoctri-
nate hatred, violence, and anti-Semi-
tism toward Israel in young Pales-
tinian children, as amended. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 10:36 Mar 16, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H09SE8.000 H09SE8W
R

ei
er

-A
vi

le
s 

on
 D

S
K

G
B

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-13T02:49:46-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




