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homes, their health care, and their 
jobs. 

Everyone who is forgetting Iraq 
should read the recent report of the 
Government Accountability Office. 
GAO offers a harsh assessment of the 
administration’s handling of the occu-
pation, and warns that the security en-
vironment in Iraq remains volatile and 
dangerous. 

The GAO report describes many prob-
lems. Only 24 percent of the Iraqi funds 
budgeted for reconstruction have been 
spent. Essential services to the Iraqi 
people continue to lag. The daily sup-
ply of electricity meets only half the 
need. The Iraqi ministries responsible 
for essential services spent only 11 per-
cent of their capital investment budg-
ets in 2007. Many of the benchmarks for 
progress have just not been met. 

Perhaps worst of all, the administra-
tion has failed to develop a plan for im-
proving the delivery of government 
services in Iraq. And to make matters 
worse, the GAO has urged the Defense 
Department and the State Department 
to work together to come up with such 
a plan, but both departments have re-
fused to do so. 

Many of the points made by the GAO 
were also made by former Iraqi Prime 
Minister Allawi when he testified be-
fore Chairman DELAHUNT and the For-
eign Affairs Committee’s Sub-
committee on International Organiza-
tions, Human Rights and Oversight 
just last month. Prime Minister Allawi 
said, ‘‘Progress continues to be very 
slow, if not stagnant, for public serv-
ices and the economy, which includes 
the provision of electricity, water sup-
ply, health services and creating job 
opportunities.’’ 

Iraq continues to be a humanitarian 
disaster area, Mr. Speaker. A recent 
story in the press reported that Iraq 
needs 100,000 doctors, but has only 
15,500. Many doctors fled after our in-
vasion in 2003. A country that has seen 
over 5 years of bloodshed, obviously 
needs a good health care system. Iraq’s 
health care system is in chaos. 

Mr. Speaker, we keep hearing that 
the Iraq occupation is making things 
better when, in reality, it’s making 
things worse because it delays the day 
that Iraq can really get back on its 
feet. 

Ending the occupation would allow 
us to focus more resources on recon-
struction and humanitarian efforts. It 
would allow regional and international 
partners to come into Iraq to help with 
reconstruction and reconciliation, be-
cause those countries simply won’t get 
involved until we redeploy. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s time to end the oc-
cupation once and for all. It’s time to 
shake off our amnesia and remember 
the forgotten war. 
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SUNSET MEMORIAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand once again before this House with yet 
another Sunset Memorial. 

It is September 9, 2008, in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave, and before 
the sun set today in America, almost 4,000 
more defenseless unborn children were killed 
by abortion on demand. That’s just today, Mr. 
Speaker. That’s more than the number of in-
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this 
country, only it happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 13,014 days since 
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first 
handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some 
of them, Mr. Speaker, cried and screamed as 
they died, but because it was amniotic fluid 
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we 
couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. First, they were each just little babies 
who had done nothing wrong to anyone, and 
each one of them died a nameless and lonely 
death. And each one of their mothers, whether 
she realizes it or not, will never be quite the 
same. And all the gifts that these children 
might have brought to humanity are now lost 
forever. Yet even in the glare of such tragedy, 
this generation still clings to a blind, invincible 
ignorance while history repeats itself and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims, those yet unborn. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it’s time for those of 
us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of why 
we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson said, 
‘‘The care of human life and its happiness and 
not its destruction is the chief and only object 
of good government.’’ The phrase in the 14th 
Amendment capsulizes our entire Constitution. 
It says, ‘‘No State shall deprive any person of 
life, liberty or property without due process of 
law.’’ Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of our 
innocent citizens and their constitutional rights 
is why we are all here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core, self-evident truth. 

It has made us the beacon of hope for the 
entire world. Mr. Speaker, it is who we are. 

And yet today another day has passed, and 
we in this body have failed again to honor that 
foundational commitment. We have failed our 
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without 
the protection we should have given them. 

So Mr. Speaker, let me conclude this Sun-
set Memorial in the hope that perhaps some-
one new who heard it tonight will finally em-
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit-
tle babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express; and that 13,014 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that it is time that 
we stood up together again, and remembered 
that we are the same America that rejected 
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar-

rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a 
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand. 

Mr. Speaker, as we consider the plight of 
unborn America tonight, may we each remind 
ourselves that our own days in this sunshine 
of life are also numbered and that all too soon 
each one of us will walk from these Chambers 
for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be 
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our 
human and our constitutional duty to protect 
these, the least of our tiny, little American 
brothers and sisters from this murderous 
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on 
demand. 

It is September 9, 2008, 13,014 days since 
Roe versus Wade first stained the foundation 
of this Nation with the blood of its own chil-
dren; this in the land of the free and the home 
of the brave. 
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HONOR FLIGHT HONORS OUR 
WORLD WAR II VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
tomorrow is a special day. The story 
begins several years ago. In 2004, just a 
few days before its dedication, I put on 
my tennis shoes and walked outside 
the U.S. Capitol Building and beyond 
the Washington Monument to the 
newly constructed World War II Memo-
rial on the National Mall. As we know, 
it was inspiring. At long last, nearly 60 
years after the war ended, veterans 
who did so much to protect our country 
and liberate the world, were to receive 
recognition for their service, their sac-
rifice and the victory through a na-
tional monument. 

I had my cell phone with me, and I 
stepped away from the memorial and I 
called my 90-year-old father back in 
our hometown of Plainville. He is one 
of the thousands of Americans who left 
their families and lives behind in World 
War II to fight for our country. My fa-
ther fought in Northern Africa and Sic-
ily and Italy. 

Fortunately, when I called, I got the 
answering machine. It’s often difficult 
for sons and daughters to tell their fa-
thers the things we should tell them. 
The message I left my dad was, ‘‘Dad, 
I love you. Dad, I’m proud of you, and 
Dad, thank you for your service to our 
country.’’ I told my dad what I should 
have said a long time ago, and what we 
all should say to our veterans. 

It was too bad that many of the vet-
erans of this greatest generation, now 
in their 80s and 90s, are unable, phys-
ically or financially, to visit our Na-
tion’s Capitol and see this beautiful 
tribute to their service and sacrifice 
and to hear those important words. 
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