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Earlier this year, Senator Bob Dole, 

himself a World War II veteran who led 
the charge to build the memorial, told 
me about a grassroots, not-for-profit 
organization called Honor Flight. 
Honor Flight enables World War II vet-
erans to travel to our Nation’s Capital 
to see the memorial created in their 
honor. Staffed by volunteers and fund-
ed by donations, Honor Flight used 
commercial and chartered flights to 
send veterans on a one-day, expense- 
paid trip to Washington, D.C. 

b 1930 

Earl Morse of Ohio and Jeff Miller of 
North Carolina created the Honor 
Flight Network, which now operates in 
30 States. 

Over the past months I have joined 
Senator Dole to greet Kansas veterans 
arriving at the World War II Memorial 
by means of Honor Flight. It is a very 
moving experience as veterans recount 
tales of their time in the service to vol-
unteers who are often local high school 
students. Tourists stop their sight-
seeing to shake the veterans’ hands, 
and you see the excitement of the vet-
erans’ eyes, and many are moved to 
tears. It’s a special day for that genera-
tion of heroes. 

Of the 16 million veterans who served 
in World War II, only 2.5 million are 
alive today. And we are losing them at 
a rate of 900 each day. Honor Flight is 
working against time to say ‘‘thank 
you’’ to these veterans. 

Tomorrow, after months of prepara-
tion and fundraising by volunteers, an 
Honor Flight of World War II veterans 
from Plainville to Stockton, from 
Hays, Hill City, Ness City, and a lot of 
other small towns of northwest Kansas 
will be arriving in Washington, D.C. On 
that flight will be my father, my dad, 
and 101 of his fellow Kansas veterans 
will finally see firsthand the World 
War II Memorial and experience our 
Nation’s gratitude for their service. 

Tonight I want to thank the Honor 
Flight Network and the thousands of 
volunteers and donors across the coun-
try who make these moving experi-
ences possible. In particular, I thank 
Pat Hageman of Natoma for organizing 
tomorrow’s Honor Flight, the students 
from Rooks County high schools who 
are serving as volunteers, the medical 
personnel, and especially the local 
businesses, individuals, and veterans 
service organizations in northwest 
Kansas who have financed this Honor 
Flight. 

I doubt my dad or any of the other 
men and women who will be in Wash-
ington, D.C., tomorrow will be able to 
sleep when they go to bed tonight in 
the small towns across Kansas. They 
will lay wide awake with nervous an-
ticipation and excitement. But though 
they lay awake tonight, the rest of 
America has been able to sleep because 
of the sacrifice of the World War II vet-
erans. 

Tomorrow, once again we all can say 
that these men and women of our coun-
try and our country’s other World War 
II veterans, ‘‘We love you; we are proud 
of you, and we thank you for your serv-
ice to our country.’’ 
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SOCCER DIPLOMACY BETWEEN 
ARMENIA AND TURKEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this evening to congratulate Armenia 
and its President on the historic soccer 
match between Armenia and Turkey 
this past weekend. On July 9, President 
Serge Sargisian and the ‘‘Wall Street 
Journal,’’ Europe edition took a sur-
prising and historic step by inviting 
President Gul of Turkey to sit with 
him and watch the two nations play 
the World Cup qualifier match in 
Yerevan, the capital of Armenia. 

In an effort to warm relations be-
tween the two countries, President 
Sargisian wrote, ‘‘Just as the people of 
China and the United States shared en-
thusiasm for ping pong before their 
governments fully normalized rela-
tions, the people of Armenia and Tur-
key are united in their love for foot-
ball.’’ 

President Gul accepted the offer, and 
on Saturday, September 6, he became 
the first Turkish leader to visit Arme-
nia. 

Armenia initiated soccer diplomacy 
with Turkey despite nearly a century 
of Turkish genocide denial and 15 years 
of an economic blockade. For years, 
Armenia has been ready to establish 
relations with Turkey without pre-
conditions, and President Sargisian’s 
recent efforts reinforced this commit-
ment. President Gul must also be com-
mended for his efforts to see past the 
opposition of some in his country by 
attending the match. 

With the recent violence between 
Russia and Georgia, further steps to 
promote stability in the Caucasus must 
be taken, and strengthening Armenian 
and Turkish relations is essential to 
these efforts. 

Turkey can strengthen its relation-
ship with Armenia by ending its policy 
of genocide denial, a policy that is im-
posed both globally and domestically. 
Turkey should lift all restrictions im-
posed by section 301 of the Turkish 
Penal Code on individuals who study, 
discuss, or recognize the Armenian 
genocide. Silencing academics and 
writers limits freedom of speech and 
makes any serious discussion of the Ar-
menian genocide within Turkey taboo. 

To improve relations, Turkey must 
also lift its stifling economic blockade 
on Armenia. The State Department es-
timates that the blockade inflates Ar-
menia by 30 to 35 percent. Removing 
the blockade will enable the develop-

ment of immediate infrastructure 
projects and regional communications, 
energy, and transportation in the 
Caucasus. The removal of the blockade 
would also do much to catalyze global 
investment in Turkey and Armenia. 

With the recent conflict between 
Russia and Georgia, Armenia proved 
itself to be a constructive partner to 
Georgia. The Armenian government 
provided safe transit for U.S. and inter-
national officials and thousands of 
Georgia nationals and nongovern-
mental organization representatives. 

But Armenia experienced significant 
economic distress due to the conflict 
between Georgia and Russia. The coun-
try lost an estimated $650 million and 
shortages in fuel and wheat were ramp-
ant. With renewed volatility in the 
Caucasus, Armenia can no longer af-
ford to suffer from dual blockades. 

President Sargisian’s initiation of 
soccer diplomacy and President Gul’s 
reciprocal invitation to watch a game 
next year in Turkey is a positive 
breakthrough in a region of historic vi-
olence and tense emotions. 

As President Sargisian wrote, ‘‘A 
more prosperous, mutually beneficial 
future for Armenia and Turkey, and 
the opening up of a historic East-West 
corridor for Europe, the Caspian region 
and the rest of the world, are goals 
that we can and must achieve.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, let me just say as a 
Congressman and speaking for all 
Members of Congress, we must do all 
that we can to support these efforts to 
bring Armenia and Turkey together. It 
may seem that a soccer match is not 
that significant, but it is very signifi-
cant. No Turkish leader has ever vis-
ited Armenia before. So I want to com-
mend this occasion and hope that it 
leads to more of further developments 
and relations between the two coun-
tries. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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WE NEED NUCLEAR POWER AND 
WE NEED IT NOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, when I 
visited my district in August, people 
had one thing on their mind and one 
thing only, and that was the high gas 
prices, exactly, what a hardship they 
were on the people of Alabama, and I 
think people throughout the Nation. 

One of my constituents in Bibb Coun-
ty, Alabama, handed me at a townhall 
meeting his gas receipt. As you can 
see, he paid $90, $89 to fill up his truck. 
Now, Bibb County, Alabama, the aver-
age resident of that county makes $312 
gross a week. Now, imagine a county 
where the average income is $312. Now, 
further imagine that 59 percent of peo-
ple in that county commute out of 
town to work; 59 percent of them have 
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