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are reflective of values that are important to 
Americans today: 

Diversity: The commemoration will be inclu-
sive of and meaningful to all Virginians, par-
ticularly: diverse racial and ethnic groups, citi-
zens who are new to this country and those 
who do not have a hereditary link to the Amer-
ican Civil War, and young people and others 
seeking to understand the relevance of the 
American Civil War to today’s society. 

Inclusiveness: The commemoration will seek 
to portray a fair and balanced story of Vir-
ginia’s participation in the American Civil War 
that includes African-American, Union, and 
Confederate perspectives. 

Statewide Accessibility: The commemoration 
will be statewide, involving all localities and 
encompassing all Civil War-related institutions, 
museums, battlefields, parks, and facilities. 

Education: The commemoration will include 
a strong education component designed to ig-
nite a renewed interest in Virginia’s historical 
heritage. Opportunities will be provided to re- 
examine the lessons of the past and the leg-
acies of the Civil War to understand how they 
affect the present and continue to shape our 
future. 

Permanence: The commemoration will im-
print Virginia history and leave a positive and 
rich legacy well beyond 2015. 

The Commission has begun to develop 
plans for how to recognize the magnitude of 
this occasion. The Commission has adopted a 
vision statement that will guide the commemo-
ration period, ‘‘Understanding Our Past, Em-
bracing Our Future,’’ launched a Web site that 
is receiving national and international attention 
(www.VirginiaCiviIWar.org), and is developing 
a comprehensive array of initiatives, including: 

Statewide coordination: Linking, coordi-
nating, and promoting the hundreds of Civil 
War museums and sites throughout the state. 

Museum exhibitions: Partnering with the Vir-
ginia Historical Society to develop a major ex-
hibition, ‘‘An American Turning Point: The Civil 
War in Virginia,’’ as well as the Civil War 150 
HistoryMobile, a mobile museum vehicle that 
will be capable of traveling throughout the na-
tion to bring these important stories directly to 
the people. 

Legacy Project: Document Digitization: 
Using the sesquicentennial as an opportunity 
to preserve and provide access to unknown 
diaries, journals, letters, and other documents 
that are in private hands, the Library of Vir-
ginia will lead a major initiative to identify, 
catalog, and preserve those documents 
through digitization and web access. Locating 
and uncovering this material will provide a 
boon to Civil War research for years to come. 

Signature events: Signature events begin in 
2009 with a conference on the coming of the 
Civil War at the University of Richmond, and 
a joint commemorative event with the State of 
West Virginia, planned in conjunction with the 
150th anniversary of John Brown’s raid on the 
federal arsenal at Harper’s Ferry. High profile 
events are planned for the duration of the 
commemoration to mark important milestones, 
such as a national event at Manassas in 2011 
to mark the 150th anniversary of the first land 
battle of the war and to set the tone for the 
sesquicentennial. 

I would like to commend the leadership role 
that the Commonwealth has taken and recog-

nize the work of the Virginia Sesquicentennial 
of the American Civil War Commission and 
urge others to join with them to participate in 
this commemorating this special occasion. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE SUSPEN-
SION OF FEDERAL INCOME TAX 
ON UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 
ACT OF 2008 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2008 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce legislation, the Suspension of 
Federal Income Tax on Unemployment Bene-
fits Act of 2008, which is designed to help un-
employed Americans as they face increasing 
living costs and a sluggish economy. Specifi-
cally, the bill would suspend the federal in-
come tax on unemployment compensation 
benefits for two years. 

As of August 2008, 9.4 million Americans 
were unemployed, an increase of 2.2 million 
from just a year ago. Similarly, the unemploy-
ment rate has risen from 4.7 percent to 6.1 
percent. Closer to home, as of the end of July, 
in New York State 522,000 people were un-
employed, including 26,200 in the 23rd Con-
gressional District, which I have the privilege 
of representing. Additionally, six of the 11 
counties I represent had unemployment num-
bers that exceeded the national rate. 

On September 4, 2008, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor announced that initial unem-
ployment insurance claims had increased 
15,000 to 444,000 and that approximately 3.44 
million Americans are now receiving unem-
ployment compensation benefits, which cur-
rently average $294 a week. However, these 
benefits have been significantly eroded by 
substantial increases in the prices for con-
sumer goods, perhaps most notably, food and 
energy. 

Many fail to realize that Americans must pay 
federal income taxes on any unemployment 
compensation benefits they might receive. 
However, prior to 1979, those payments were 
excluded from federal income taxation and it 
was not until 1986 that Congress made such 
benefits fully taxable. 

Accordingly, someone receiving the average 
unemployment benefit of $294 a week ($1,176 
a month) who elects to have federal income 
taxes withheld will realize a loss of approxi-
mately $117.60 a month—money that might 
better be used for necessities such as food, 
housing, health insurance, and gasoline. 
Moreover, many States also choose to make 
unemployment compensation subject to state 
income taxes, which further erodes the assist-
ance these hard-working Americans receive in 
their time of need. 

While I was pleased to join with my col-
leagues earlier this year to enact legislation to 
extend unemployment benefits for an addi-
tional 13 weeks, I firmly believe that we should 
take the next step of immediately increasing 
these benefits by exempting them from the 
federal income tax. Beyond greater assistance 
to millions of unemployed Americans, this 
measure would also act to stimulate the econ-

omy. In fact, as the Congressional Budget Of-
fice has previously estimated, the cessation of 
income taxes on unemployment benefits 
would return at least $3.1 billion annually to 
those taxpayers who are most in need. 

Accordingly, as we consider new ways to 
help unemployed Americans and to boost the 
economy, I ask my colleagues to join with me 
to enact the Suspension of Federal Income 
Tax on Unemployment Benefits Act of 2008. 
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ARMY RESERVE 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 9, 2008 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the centennial of an organization 
which is vital to our Nation and brings much 
honor to the State of Tennessee. 

The United States Army Reserve celebrated 
100 years of service on April 23, 2008, and 
the history of its citizen warriors exemplifies 
what makes this Nation the greatest in the 
world. 

The security and strength of our republic 
has always relied on the readiness and for-
titude of its citizens. When the drumbeat of 
revolution grew loud, it was an army of aver-
age citizens who answered the call and fought 
for our independence. This tradition continues 
today with the U.S. Army Reserve. 

Since its beginning as a 160-person medical 
corps in 1908, the U.S. Army Reserve has 
grown into a force which is the support struc-
ture for our Nation’s armed forces. From 
World War I to the global war on terror, the 
soldiers of the U.S. Army Reserve have put 
their own lives on hold to serve their Nation. 

More than 26,000 U.S. Army Reserve sol-
diers have served in support of military oper-
ations since the September 11th attacks. This 
corps of citizen soldiers brings their exper-
tise—providing half of the Army’s combat sup-
port—to the front lines in defense of freedom. 

My home State of Tennessee is known as 
the Volunteer State. It is not a term we take 
lightly, and Tennessee’s record of service 
demonstrates the character of its citizens. 

I am especially proud of the 505 soldiers as-
signed to the 844th Engineer Battalion, 
headquartered in my district in Tennessee. 
This battalion is responsible for heavy con-
struction—including roads, living quarters, 
plumbing, electricity and other infrastructure, 
keeping our troops safe and more comfortable 
while serving abroad. 

Our Nation’s military could not operate with-
out the 844th Engineer Battalion or the United 
States Army Reserve. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I urge my col-
leagues to join me as I salute 100 years of the 
United States Army Reserve and the citizen 
warriors who stand ready to defend freedom 
at a moment’s notice. 
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