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will be comprised of multiple clinical centers 
throughout the Nation at Department of De-
fense and Department of Veterans Affairs 
medical centers. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) the Vision Center of Excellence will be 
a world class vision center supporting both 
members of the Armed Forces and veterans; 

(2) research on visual impairments related 
to Traumatic Brain Injury needs to be ex-
panded, and the Vision Center of Excellence 
should play a key role in identifying current 
and future research needs; 

(3) the goal of the Vision Center of Excel-
lence is to provide all members of the Armed 
Forces who suffer ocular trauma or disease 
the most comprehensive, coordinated, pro-
gressive, and highest quality eye care pos-
sible; 

(4) the Vision Center of Excellence should 
maximize Department of Defense, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and civilian re-
sources to ensure the most compassionate, 
synchronized, and professional eye care; and 

(5) the Department of Defense should ex-
amine the potential benefit of screening for 
eye injuries when service members are 
screened for Traumatic Brain Injury. 

(c) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF VISION 

CENTER OF EXCELLENCE.—Not later than 30 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Defense shall, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs, submit to the Committees on Armed 
Services and Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate 
and the Committees on Armed Services and 
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the status of implementa-
tion of the Vision Center of Excellence. The 
report shall include, at a minimum, a de-
scription of the mission of the Vision Center 
of Excellence, the resources or funds avail-
able to fund the Vision Center of Excellence 
from fiscal years 2009 through 2013, and the 
planned programs and priorities of the Vi-
sion Center of Excellence. 

(2) REPORT ON VISUAL SCREENINGS IN CON-
NECTION WITH TBI.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to 
Congress a report on the feasability and ad-
visability of performing visual screenings on 
all members of the Armed Forces who expe-
rience Traumatic Brain Injury. 

SA 5445. Mr. BAYH submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 3001, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2009 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title VIII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 815. ENHANCEMENT OF BUY AMERICAN RE-

QUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT TO 
SPECIALTY METALS CRITICAL TO 
NATIONAL SECURITY. 

(a) INCLUSION OF HIGH PERFORMANCE 
MAGNETS AMONG SPECIALTY METALS.—Sub-
section (l) of section 2533b of title 10, United 
States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) High performance magnets.’’. 
(b) DEFINITIONS.—Subsection (m) of such 

section is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraphs: 

‘‘(11) The term ‘produced’, in the case of a 
specialty metal or high performance magnet, 
means melting, gas atomization, sputtering, 
or consolidation from powder using non-melt 
technology in the United States. The term 
does not include a rolling or finishing proc-
ess such as quenching and tempering of 
armor plate. 

‘‘(12) The term ‘high performance magnet’ 
means a permanent magnet containing 10 or 
more percent by weight of cobalt, samarium, 
or nickel.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, August 10, 2008, at 10 a.m., 
in room 253 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, September 10, 2008 at 10 a.m. in 
room 406 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building to hold a hearing entitled, 
‘‘Improving the Federal Bridge Pro-
gram: Including an Assessment of S. 
3338 and H.R. 3999.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, September 10, 2008, at 10 
a.m., in room 215 of Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, September 10, 
2008, at 10:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, September 10, 
2008, at 2 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, September 10, 2008, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Expediency Versus Integrity: Do As-
sembly-Line Audits at the Defense 
Contract Audit Agency Waste Tax-
payer Dollars?’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘New Strategies for Combating Violent 
Crime: Drawing Lessons From Recent 
Experience’’ on Wednesday, September 
10, 2008, at 10 a.m., in room SD–562 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT 

MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE, 
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs’ Subcommittee on 
Oversight of Government Management, 
the Federal Workforce, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, September 10, 2008, at 
2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing entitled, 
‘‘Managing the Challenges of the Fed-
eral Government Transition.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION SAFETY, 

INFRASTRUCTURE SECURITY, AND WATER 
QUALITY 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Transportation Safety, 
Infrastructure Security, and Water 
Quality, Committee on Environment 
and Public Works, be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, September 10, 2008, at 3 
p.m., in room 406 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building to hold a hearing enti-
tled, ‘‘Quality and Environmental Im-
pacts of Bottled Water.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that Jamie Lynch, 
Nathan Buniva, and Thomas Barlow, 
congressional fellows and staff in the 
office of Senator JIM WEBB, be allowed 
privileges of the floor during consider-
ation of S. 3001. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that MAJ 
Monique Matthews, a military legisla-
tive fellow in my office, be granted the 
privilege of the floor for the remainder 
of the discussion of the Defense bill. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. DORGAN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that Jon Cary, 
a military fellow from my office, be 
granted the privilege of the floor dur-
ing consideration of the Defense au-
thorization bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Luke Lynch 
and Peter Lillis of my staff be granted 
the privileges of the floor for the dura-
tion of today’s session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ANNE 
LEGENDRE ARMSTRONG 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration and the Senate now pro-
ceed to the consideration of S. Res. 645. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will state the resolution by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 645) honoring the life 
of Anne Legendre Armstrong. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 645) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 645 

Whereas Anne Legendre Armstrong, a pio-
neer for women in public service, passed 
away on July 30, 2008, at the age of 80; 

Whereas Anne Armstrong was educated at 
Foxcroft School in Middleburg, Virginia, 
where she was valedictorian of her grad-
uating class; 

Whereas Anne Armstrong received her B.A. 
degree from Vassar College, where she was 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa in her junior year; 

Whereas Anne Armstrong was an active 
and respected leader in the Texas Republican 
Party and the first female co-chair of the Re-
publican National Committee; 

Whereas Anne Armstrong served both 
President Richard Nixon and President Ger-
ald Ford as a Cabinet-level counselor, the 
first woman to do so; 

Whereas Anne Armstrong was named by 
President Gerald Ford as the United States 
Ambassador to the United Kingdom, the first 
woman to hold that important and pres-
tigious post; 

Whereas Anne Armstrong was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the Nation’s 
highest civilian honor, by President Ronald 
Reagan; 

Whereas Anne Armstrong graciously 
hosted world leaders and other prominent in-
dividuals at the legendary Armstrong Ranch 
in Kenedy County, Texas; 

Whereas Anne Armstrong was inducted 
into the Texas Women’s Hall of Fame in 1986 
for her numerous achievements and con-
tributions to the State of Texas and the Na-
tion; 

Whereas Anne Armstrong lost her beloved 
husband Tobin in 2005, and is survived by 5 
five children: J. Barclay Armstrong, Kath-
arine Armstrong Love, Sarita Armstrong 
Hixon, James Armstrong, and Tobin Arm-
strong, Jr.; 

Whereas Anne Armstrong is also survived 
by 13 grandchildren and a sister, Katharine 
Legendre King; and 

Whereas Anne Armstrong will be deeply 
missed by the people of Texas and the Nation 
as a whole: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate honors the life of 
Anne Legendre Armstrong, an exemplar of 
dedication to public service and an inspira-
tion for the Texans who have followed her. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF STEPHANIE 
TUBBS JONES 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 654, submitted earlier 
today by Senator BROWN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will state the resolution by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 654) honoring the life 
and recognizing the accomplishments of the 
Honorable Stephanie Tubbs Jones, a Member 
of the House of Representatives for the 11th 
congressional district of Ohio. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
and the preamble be agreed to en bloc, 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and that any statements re-
lated to the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 654) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 654 

Whereas Stephanie Tubbs Jones was born 
on September 10, 1949, in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and attended Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity and the Franklin Thomas Backus 
School of Law; 

Whereas, in 1982, at the age of 33, Steph-
anie Tubbs Jones was elected to serve on the 
Cleveland Municipal Court; 

Whereas, in 1983, Stephanie Tubbs Jones 
became the first African-American woman to 
serve on the Court of Common Pleas in the 
State of Ohio; 

Whereas Stephanie Tubbs Jones served as 
the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor from 1991 
through 1999, becoming the first woman and 
the first African-American to hold the posi-
tion; 

Whereas, in 1998, Stephanie Tubbs Jones 
was elected to the first of 5 terms in the 
House of Representatives, where she was a 
tireless advocate for the citizens of Ohio’s 

11th Congressional District and championed 
increased access to health care, improved 
voting rights, and quality education for all; 

Whereas Stephanie Tubbs Jones was the 
first African-American woman to represent 
the State of Ohio in Congress; 

Whereas Ohio has lost a beloved daughter 
and the House of Representatives one of its 
strongest voices with the passing of Steph-
anie Tubbs Jones on August 20, 2008: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) mourns the loss of the Honorable Steph-

anie Tubbs Jones and expresses its condo-
lences to her family and friends and to the 
people of the 11th Congressional District of 
Ohio; and 

(2) honors the life of Stephanie Tubbs 
Jones, a highly esteemed and accomplished 
Member of Congress, dedicated community 
leader, and tireless advocate for those in 
need. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2008 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10:30 a.m. tomor-
row, Thursday, September 11; that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date, 
the morning hour be deemed to have 
expired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and that there be a period of morning 
business for up to 1 hour, with Senators 
permitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each, with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two 
leaders or their designees, with the Re-
publicans controlling the first half and 
the majority controlling the second 
half; and that following morning busi-
ness, the Senate resume consideration 
of S. 3001, the Department of Defense 
authorizations bill. I further ask that 
there be a moment of silence at 12:30 
p.m. to honor the victims of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SANDERS. In addition to the 
moment of silence tomorrow, at 11:45 
a.m. on the West front steps of the U.S. 
Capitol, there will be a bipartisan, bi-
cameral congressional ceremony to 
honor those who lost their lives and he-
roically saved others in the attacks of 
September 11, 2001. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, if 

there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order following the remarks of 
Senator LIEBERMAN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Connecticut is rec-
ognized. 

f 

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION 
Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 

rise to speak on behalf of amendment 
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