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that would spawn an energy bill that 
perhaps could help Americans. This is 
yet to prove the case because what we 
have seen is a continuation of the 5- 
week paid Democrat vacation that has 
stumbled into week 6 with nothing sub-
stantive being done about energy 
prices, an internal debate amongst 
their own caucus as to what to do if to 
do anything. And we stand here with 
not a bluff but a bill. We have stood 
here with the American Energy Act 
and asked for one thing: an up-or-down 
vote. They have refused. 

I have no doubt that as we proceed in 
this process, the American people are 
not only going to be outraged by the 
fact that we have done nothing on en-
ergy to help them, they are going to 
look at a calendar as put forward by 
the Democratic majority in this Con-
gress that has something that you who 
work for a living could never do. Be-
tween August 1 and January 1, this 
Democratic Congress cares so much 
about working Americans and energy 
that they will meet for 15 working days 
out of 5 months for full pay. You try 
doing that at your job, if you’re lucky 
enough to have one, thanks to this 
Democratic Congress. 

Ms. FOXX. Again, I promised you 
eloquence and you received eloquence. 

I want to share with you some of the 
bills that the Democrat Congress has 
been presenting to us to vote on while 
they have been ignoring the need to 
vote on the American Energy Act. 

How about this one: recognizing the 
American Highway User Alliance on its 
75th anniversary. Now, that was a real-
ly important bill for us to be voting on. 

Or how about what we did this week: 
condemning the use of television pro-
gramming by Hamas to indoctrinate 
hatred, violence, and anti-Semitism to-
ward Israel in young Palestinian chil-
dren. I am one of the biggest sup-
porters of Israel that you will find, but 
I don’t think that our passing this bill 
had one wit of difference on Hamas. 

Another really significant bill: sup-
porting the goals and ideals of National 
Passport Month. When we should have 
been dealing with American energy, we 
were passing that bill. 

We also passed a bill recognizing the 
100th anniversary of the declaration of 
the Muir Woods National Monument by 
President Teddy Roosevelt. All of us 
Republicans are very glad to see Teddy 
Roosevelt honored because he’s the 
original conservationist. He set the 
tone for Republicans, and we all know 
that. But I’m sure Teddy Roosevelt 
would have rather we had been dealing 
with the American energy situation 
and not commemorating something he 
had done because it was the right thing 
to do. 

Two hundred and eighty-two laws 
have passed in the 110th Congress. 
Thirty-seven percent of them have 
named buildings or lands. Thirty-seven 
percent of them passed unanimously. 

Another fifteen percent extended the 
law or made technical corrections to 
an existing law. This Congress has done 
nothing while the American people 
have suffered. 

The Democrats’ answer to the needs 
of the American people for lower gas 
prices is ‘‘drive small cars and wait for 
the wind.’’ Ladies and gentlemen, that 
should not be the response of this Con-
gress to the needs of the American peo-
ple. When gasoline prices are $4 a gal-
lon, we need to do something. And as 
my colleagues have so eloquently ex-
pressed here tonight, we can do some-
thing. We have it within our power to 
create all of the energy that we need in 
this country at very affordable prices. 
However, this Congress, led by Demo-
crats, controlled by Democrats, having 
Democrats in charge, have done noth-
ing to act on the needs of the American 
people. I think one of the most impor-
tant things we were able to accomplish 
in August when many of us were here 
every day talking to the American peo-
ple on this floor because, as people 
have said before, the lights were out, 
C–SPAN was off, the microphones were 
off—in fact, many of us have had trou-
ble speaking with microphones again 
because we were on the floor speaking 
so many times without microphones. 
We brought the issue to the American 
people. We let the American people 
know who was in charge, who is in 
charge of this Congress. The American 
people have said we want something 
done. 

The Speaker is saying they’re going 
to bring a bill, but as my colleagues 
have said, we have been here all week. 
They had the whole month of August. 
They had 5 weeks to come up with 
something, in addition this week. No 
bill yet to vote on. And I will make one 
little correction to my colleague from 
Michigan who said we will be working 
for 15 days from August 1 until Janu-
ary 1. We are not going to be here on 
Friday; so it’s only going to be 14 days. 
We’re being paid to do that. The Demo-
crats are in charge. It is their responsi-
bility. 

My constituents find it hard to un-
derstand how one person can be totally 
in control of what bills come for a vote 
in the House, but that is the case. 
Speaker PELOSI, a San Francisco Dem-
ocrat, is the person who controls 
whether we vote on bills on the House 
floor. And you need to let your inter-
ests be known to her and to your 
Democratic Congressman if that’s who 
you have representing you. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the leadership 
for giving us this hour. 

f 

b 2230 

ENERGY POLICY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HALL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HALL of New York. I must com-
ment on the gentlelady’s remarks that 
just preceded me and describe them as 
fiction. I’m sorry to have to say this 
because many things have happened in 
this body on a bipartisan basis, espe-
cially on the Veterans’ Committee that 
I serve on, where we are in almost 
unanimous agreement on all issues. 
But on the issue of energy, our col-
leagues across the aisle keep going on 
dishonest tirades about our national 
energy crisis in order to distract from 
their record of oil company capitula-
tion and failure to protect consumers. 

I guess they’re operating under their 
party philosophy that if you repeat 
something often enough, you can make 
people forget that it’s not true. I actu-
ally have more faith in the American 
people than that. 

They know that for most of this dec-
ade energy policy has been written in 
the White House by Big Oil and led to 
record dependence on imports and sky-
rocketing prices. They know that Re-
publicans in this Congress have been 
pursuing a none-of-the-above strategy, 
blocking every attempt to move for-
ward at real energy solutions. At every 
step, they have said no. 

They said no to responsible drilling 
in Alaska and making oil companies 
drill on the 68 million acres that are al-
ready open. They said no to increasing 
oil supply through the SPR, releasing 
oil from our Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve, which is the only way to imme-
diately bring down prices. They, our 
Republican colleagues, said no to 
reigning in market speculation to keep 
prices from skyrocketing. They said no 
to protecting the American driver from 
price gouging and oil company exploi-
tation. And while they stood in the 
way, the American economy suffered 
and family budgets braced for high 
home heating costs. 

I think it’s time to share the views of 
most of Americans when I say enough 
is enough. We need more energy and we 
need to enter a new era of energy tech-
nology instead of staying stuck in this 
‘‘drill first, ask questions later’’ 
mindset that will not lower prices. Ac-
cording to our own Energy Information 
Agency, at the most, it’s 1.8 cents 
lower after 8 to 10 years, or possibly 
longer. It will not make us more en-
ergy secure, and it will not allow 
America to prosper, which is why I 
have joined with the rest of the major-
ity to support drilling responsibly for 
more American oil. And that means, by 
the way, making sure that the Amer-
ican taxpayer and the Treasury get the 
money from our oil. Oil under Federal 
lands and offshore leases belongs to the 
American public, to our children and 
our grandchildren, and those royalties 
were given away by the previous Con-
gress, which for 6 years had control of 
all branches of government, the White 
House, both Houses of Congress, and 
the court system. For 6 years they did 
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nothing but give away our resources, 
our children’s and our grandchildren’s 
resources without asking for fair roy-
alty payments by the oil companies. 

We have provided key tax incentives 
for renewables, like wind and solar and 
high efficiency. And I beg to differ with 
the gentlelady that spoke before me. 
These things are available today. 

West Point, in my district, is putting 
in wind energy on their hundreds of 
acres of campus. They are putting in a 
5,000-gallon E85 tank, which is actually 
a breakthrough, considering the fact 
that thousands of flex fuel vehicles 
have been sold in my State of New 
York, and there is hardly any place 
you can even buy flex fuel or E85. 

We are seeing students at high 
schools like Arlington High School in 
Dutchess County, New York, come to 
me and to the New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority 
and ask for money for solar panels so 
that their high schools can be powered 
today by solar power. 

We have voted to break the chains of 
our dependence on Middle Eastern oil 
by using American innovation to cre-
ate hundreds of thousands of green jobs 
that cannot be outsourced. 

When I was in Denver a couple of 
weeks ago, I learned that one of the 
biggest new solar photovoltaic installa-
tions in Colorado was being built, for-
tunately, with American jobs doing the 
installation but, unfortunately, with 
solar panels that are being built in 
China. 

We should not go from buying oil 
overseas to buying solar panels from 
overseas or buying wind turbines from 
overseas or buying geothermal systems 
from overseas. The country that put 
man on the Moon should lead the way 
in this technological innovation and 
develop this energy at home that’s a 
broad, real energy policy. And it’s time 
to pass that kind of complete really 
all-of-the-above plan now. It’s time for 
action now. 

f 

ENERGY SOLUTIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 60 min-
utes. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. I appreciate the 
honor to be recognized to address you 
here on the floor of the House of the 
United States Representatives. I have a 
series of subjects that I am interested 
in moving forward on. 

Before I broach those subjects that 
might be illustrated on my left, I yield 
so much time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from east Texas, Mr. 
LOUIE GOHMERT. 

Mr. GOHMERT. I thank my friend 
from Iowa for yielding. Of course, we 
have had a good bit of discussion on en-
ergy. One of the things that has gotten 
a lot of attention is this moratorium 

on drilling in the Outer Continental 
Shelf. 

It was interesting to talk to RALPH 
REGULA, a Congressman here, who said 
he was here in 1981 when the first mor-
atorium got put in place. If you go 
back to President Jimmy Carter, he 
signed a declaration stating that the 
Outer Continental Shelf was such an 
asset for this Nation that it should be 
developed expeditiously. Those were 
the two words: Developed expedi-
tiously. 

So what happened to that? Jimmy 
Carter saying, Wow, we have got this 
fantastic resource for oil and natural 
gas that would help the American peo-
ple and solve so much of our energy 
problems. What happened? Well, RALPH 
explained he was on the committee 
when there was some wealthy beach 
front owners, landowners in California, 
and of course there had been an oil 
spill around Santa Barbara in Cali-
fornia, a bad spill. Amazingly, people 
complained about the drilling plat-
forms when actually it’s the tankers 
that spilled the stuff bringing it from 
other places. 

But, anyway, wealthy, just the rich, 
who had beach front property, said 
they didn’t want to look out there and 
have to see a rig, no matter that it 
might bring cheaper gasoline or cheap-
er natural gas prices, which could 
mean cheaper fertilizer, cheaper for-
eign products, cheaper plastics, cheap-
er all kind of things. Never mind about 
that. The wealthy didn’t see that as a 
problem. 

They didn’t want to see the rigs out 
there so they begged and pleaded Con-
gress to give a moratorium so there 
would be no drilling off the California 
coast. Well, they were apparently per-
suasive. They had plenty of resources 
with which to persuade the Congress. 
As I understood, it was back in 1981. 
They persuaded Congress to give them 
a moratorium. 

Well, the recitation was such that 
then Florida said, Wait a minute. 
Those of us that are wealthy in Florida 
that have beach front property, we 
don’t want drilling that might put a 
rig out there where we could see it off 
our coast. So never mind that it might 
provide cheaper gasoline, cheaper prod-
ucts, cheaper heating oil, cheaper 
things like that. Never mind that. We 
just don’t want to look out from our 
expensive piece of property and even 
risk seeing a rig out there. So let’s get 
a moratorium too. California got one. 
RALPH had warned that if you give 
California this moratorium, you will 
rue the day you did it. 

Well, the wealthy there were able to 
persuade no drilling off the Florida 
coast. They got a moratorium. Before 
you know it, State after State was able 
to use and parlay California’s and Flor-
ida’s moratorium into not having drill-
ing off their coast, until we get to the 
present day, where there’s still these 

moratoriums off most of our coastline 
that could help our Nation become 
completely energy independent and say 
adios to this tremendous transfer of 
wealth that has been going over to 
some people that just flat don’t like us 
and some of whom have supported ter-
rorism. So it’s important to know your 
history. In order to know where you’re 
going, know your history. 

So when we talk about this morato-
rium, that is what we are talking 
about, wealthy folks in the country 
that didn’t want to have to risk seeing 
a rig, never mind that the rigs could 
have been required to be far enough off 
the coast that they could not be seen 
from the coastline. 

In Texas, we didn’t have the morato-
rium. Louisiana didn’t. So you can go 
down, and we did hear the stories that 
if you put a platform off the coast, 
then it’s going to destroy all the fish-
ing in the Gulf of Mexico. How terrible 
that would be. Well, they put the plat-
forms out there and, lo and behold, the 
fish look at it as artificial reefs. Now, 
if you want to go fishing, a great place 
to go out is to the artificial reefs, 
which the fish look at them as, and 
they are actually just the platform 
that are producing. 

So Carter wanted it developed expe-
ditiously. I had tremendous problems 
with some of the things he did, like 
creating the problem in Iran when he 
cut the legs out from under the Shah 
and hailed the Ayatollah as a man of 
peace coming in, and we have been pay-
ing the price ever since then. 

But here we have a majority that 
talks about being concerned about 
what they say is the little guy in 
America, what I would say are the 
hardest working people here. I have 
had union jobs lost in the last few 
years because natural gas prices were 
too high. It isn’t helpful to keep put-
ting our natural gas off limits. We are 
losing jobs that good, hardworking 
union workers should not have to lose 
to some country where they have got 
cheaper natural gas. 

Also, ANWR, the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. It is ridiculous not to 
drill that small area, compared to the 
millions of acres that would not be 
touched, that area where there’s no 
wildlife, the area where there is noth-
ing that would be disturbed, and 
produce that to bring a million, mil-
lion and a half barrels on line. And it 
would not take 10 to 15 years. We have 
got a pipeline 74 miles away. That oil 
could be in the pipeline and coming 
this way in 2 or 3 years. 

All of that said, we can then use the 
revenue, the royalties. People talk 
about subsidies and this kind of this. 
Make them pay royalties. The bills 
that we were pushing in the last Con-
gress for 2 years had significant royal-
ties that would go and be split between 
the States and the Federal Govern-
ment. Tremendous revenue enhancers. 
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