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of a real solution to the real problems 
facing real Americans. 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, week 
after week, we have implored the 
Speaker of the House to address the 
most important issue of our day, and 
that is the energy crisis. The gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) out-
lined some of the severe problems that 
people are having and will continue to 
have until we address this and do what 
they expect us to do. 

We hear rumors and hints about the 
possibility of a bill coming to the floor 
and finally, perhaps, an announcement 
that we can have a vote on this energy 
crisis and its solutions. 

Mr. Speaker, when I first read in the 
newspaper that Speaker PELOSI had de-
cided to open the Outer Continental 
Shelf for drilling, I thought it was too 
good to be true. Unfortunately, it turns 
out I was right. It really was too good 
to be true. While all of the headlines 
proclaimed that the House would fi-
nally get to vote on a real energy bill 
that expands domestic production, it 
simply wasn’t true. 

The Democrats’ latest energy plan 
lists the current moratorium on drill-
ing in the Outer Continental Shelf and 
replaces it with a provision that vir-
tually guarantees that no drilling will 
ever take place there. Democrats are 
proposing to ban all drilling up to 50 
miles off the coast, cutting off all ac-
cess to some of the most promising 
areas. Then between 50 and 100 miles of 
the coast, the Democratic plan leaves 
it up to the States to decide whether to 
allow drilling. However, their plan 
cleverly leaves out any incentives to 
the States to actually start drilling. 

Unlike the Democrats’ bill, our all- 
of-the-above American Energy Act, 
which I’m proud to support, does not 
permanently lock up the most prom-
ising area for production. Instead, it al-
lows the States to decide whether to 
allow drilling up to 50 miles off their 
coast, keeping those most promising 
areas available for consideration. It 
doesn’t take an expert to see that by 
leaving out any sort of revenue sharing 
agreement my Democrat colleagues en-
sure that the States will have no real 
motivation to take any action whatso-
ever. 

The American Energy Act, on the 
other hand, provides appropriate incen-
tives for the States to make sure they 
see some of the benefits of drilling off 
their shores. Our bill includes revenue 
sharing to provide the States with the 
financial motivation they need to act. 
States could use those royalties to ben-
efit their citizens as they see fit. At 
the same time, all Americans would 
benefit from lower energy prices. This 
is a real energy bill. This is what citi-
zens expect and deserve from us. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s time to stop playing 
games and wasting time. Let’s have a 
straight up-or-down vote on the Amer-
ican Energy Act and give Americans 

the relief they deserve. They can’t wait 
any longer and they shouldn’t have to. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Let me just note that the energy cri-
sis must be addressed in a deliberative 
fashion, not by a bumper sticker’s 
reading ‘‘drill here; drill now’’ ap-
proach that would have us drilling in 
the National Mall. We will have all of 
the bills but one that includes account-
ability and a bill that transitions us to 
a better future—we must wean our-
selves from this addiction to oil. 

So we will have a vote. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

b 1500 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
agree with everything that Ms. 
BORDALLO just said in her comments, 
that we should have an energy policy 
that comes in a deliberative fashion, 
which means that the bills should be 
allowed to have committee process. 
They should be allowed to have public 
hearings. They should be allowed to 
have an open rule so that Members can 
amend them in committee or here on 
the floor. That is the deliberative proc-
ess. Those are the rules that these peo-
ple try to establish. That’s the concept 
of the rules that these people try to es-
tablish so that we can go through this 
process. 

Everything she said is exactly accu-
rate, except we’re not going to do that. 
We’re going to have a bill written in se-
cret and unveiled on the floor. And if 
it, by chance, has an open rule, I’ll be 
the very first one to be surprised and 
will probably apologize. 

But she is right. That is exactly, that 
is exactly what needs to take place. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for his comments. 
I will certainly be watching for trans-
parency and accountability in this bill. 
And let us hope that this is included 
when we are debating on the floor. Mr. 
Speaker, I again urge Members to sup-
port the bill at hand. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5293, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
object to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

HONORING MILITARY SUPPORT 
GROUPS 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1200) honoring the 
dedication and outstanding work of 
military support groups across the 
country for their steadfast support of 
the members of our Armed Forces and 
their families, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1200 

Whereas more than 1,700,000 members of 
the Armed Forces have been deployed to Iraq 
and Afghanistan since September 2001, and 
nearly 611,000 have been deployed more than 
once; 

Whereas more than 782,000 members of our 
Armed Forces deployed to Iraq and Afghani-
stan are parents with 1 or more children, and 
nearly 35,000 troops have been separated 
from their children for 4 or more deploy-
ments; 

Whereas as of May 3, 2008, 4,059 members of 
our Armed Forces have died and 30,004 have 
been wounded in action in Iraq, while de-
ployed in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom; 

Whereas as of May 3, 2008, 491 members of 
our Armed Forces have died and 1,944 have 
been wounded in action in Afghanistan, 
while deployed in support of Operation En-
during Freedom; 

Whereas members of our Armed Forces and 
their families deserve all the medical, finan-
cial, education, and moral support that our 
Nation can provide; 

Whereas the spouses, children, family, 
friends, coworkers, and neighbors of mem-
bers of our Armed Forces play a key role in 
the success of our Nation’s troops; 

Whereas Secretary of Defense Robert Gates 
has recognized the families and community 
members who support America’s troops as 
‘‘the power behind the power’’ and the De-
partment of Defense has created the America 
Supports You program to recognize the ef-
forts of those citizens and organizations; 

Whereas military support groups play a 
crucial role in supporting every family mem-
ber and loved one of members of our Armed 
Forces; 

Whereas military support groups provide a 
variety of crucial services to members of our 
Armed Forces and their families, including 
financial assistance, employment assistance, 
tax return preparation, counseling, prayer 
groups, and sending care packages; and 

Whereas military support groups provide a 
compassionate community and incalculable 
moral support to the hundreds of thousands 
of military families with loved ones at home 
and deployed overseas: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives honors the dedication and outstanding 
work of military support groups across the 
country for their steadfast support of the 
members of our Armed Forces and their fam-
ilies. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE) each 
will control 20 minutes. 
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The Chair recognizes the gentle-

woman from Guam. 
GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I might consume. 
I rise today in support of House Reso-

lution 1200, honoring the dedication 
and the outstanding work of military 
support groups for their steadfast work 
on behalf of the members of the Armed 
Forces and their families. 

Over 1.7 million military men and 
women have deployed to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan since September of 2001, 
many of whom have been deployed 
more than once. These military men 
and women have left behind beloved 
parents, siblings and spouses. More 
than 782,000 children have had parents 
leave the confines of their home to 
serve the Nation nobly. These soldiers 
and their families face a daily struggle 
with constant and sustained deploy-
ments. Children are left to cope with 
the difficulties of a sustained deploy-
ment with one parent supporting the 
family, and some are even left with 
other family members. 

Military men and women and their 
families make tremendous sacrifices 
every single day to serve and protect 
our country. These heroes deserve all 
the medical, the financial, the edu-
cational and moral support that our 
Nation can provide them. Military sup-
port groups, with that mission in mind, 
work diligently to provide essential 
support and services to the members of 
the Armed Forces and their families. 
They provide a compassionate commu-
nity of supporters to military families, 
whether their loved ones are at home 
or abroad. Whether it’s finding a job, 
replacing a broken oven in a home, or 
offering moral support by sending care 
packages to soldiers abroad, our Amer-
ican military support groups and their 
volunteers work tirelessly to serve the 
men and women who serve to protect 
our way of life. 

The positive impact that military 
support groups have on our soldiers and 
their families is invaluable. As Sec-
retary of Defense Robert Gates recog-
nized, the families and community 
members who support America’s troops 
are ‘‘the power behind the power.’’ You 
can go to the America Supports You 
Web site which lists the hundreds of 
military support groups across our 
country. The Web site also has many 
stories of dedication, hope, kindness 
and generosity. 

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 1200 is 
our way, in Congress, of honoring the 
commitment and the outstanding work 

of military support groups and their 
volunteers across the country for their 
unwavering support of America’s 
troops and their families. We honor 
their selfless service to American 
troops and their loved ones. As a co-
sponsor of House Resolution 1200, I 
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
port of this very important resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Let me begin on a personal note. I 
just want to say what a great pleasure 
it is for me, Mr. Speaker, to manage 
this bill and the series of bills with my 
good friend from Guam whom I sit on 
the House Armed Services Committee 
with and the Natural Resources Com-
mittee with and whom I’ve been to Iraq 
three times with. I know of nobody 
that cares more about our military and 
men and women in uniform than my 
good friend from Guam, so it’s wonder-
ful to be with her in this particular 
venue today. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 1200, a resolution 
authored by Congresswoman BETTY 
SUTTON of Ohio. This resolution com-
mends a large group of selfless and 
dedicated people, many of whom are 
volunteers, in organizations that pro-
vide support to the families and chil-
dren of the deployed members of the 
Armed Forces, as well as to service-
members themselves. 

Our military families face extraor-
dinary demands and stresses, Mr. 
Speaker, and challenges related to the 
service of their loved ones. To ease 
these burdens, military support groups 
provide a variety of crucial services 
ranging from financial and employ-
ment assistance to counseling and 
community support. 

These military support groups take 
on various forms, whether they be Fed-
eral, State and local government ef-
forts, or whether they are the many 
nonprofit, charitable and private ef-
forts that have continuously and un-
selfishly supported the members of our 
Armed Forces and their families ever 
since September 11, 2001. 

Among the approximately 1.8 million 
family members of the 1.3 million ac-
tive duty personnel, the needs are 
many and supporting those needs is a 
matter of military readiness. 

The support challenge is made more 
complex because virtually all the fami-
lies of the National Guard troops and 
reservists reside in civilian commu-
nities spread across this Nation. Yet 
numerous agencies, Mr. Speaker, and 
groups have taken on the challenge to 
provide help and support, particularly 
during extended periods of mobiliza-
tion and deployment. 

Our military forces could not have 
sustained the stress of repeated deploy-
ments and combat without the out-
standing assistance, dedication and 

outstanding work over the years of 
these military support groups. 

Let me add on a personal note, if I 
may, Mr. Speaker, my grandfather and 
father were both career military per-
sonnel. And like many people in this 
Chamber, I have many members of my 
family, uncles, cousins, my own broth-
er, who served at various points in the 
military. All of them would tell you 
that they have received valuable sup-
port for both themselves and their fam-
ilies repeatedly from private and chari-
table groups that are designed to sup-
port the men and women that wear the 
uniform of the United States. Our citi-
zens do that, not simply because it’s 
the expedient thing to do, but because 
it’s the right thing to do, and it’s an 
expression of the appreciation of the 
American people for the men and 
women who sacrifice to defend them 
that these sorts of contributions take 
place. Today’s resolution is a fitting 
way to celebrate and thank such orga-
nizations. 

I urge my colleagues to support 
House Resolution 1200. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as she may consume to my 
friend and colleague, the original spon-
sor of this important resolution, the 
gentlelady from Ohio (Ms. SUTTON). 

Ms. SUTTON. I thank the gentle-
woman for her leadership on this issue, 
and I thank the gentleman from Okla-
homa for his eloquence in speaking to 
it as well. 

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, in support 
of House Resolution 1200, a resolution I 
introduced to honor some of the un-
sung heroes of our Nation. They are 
our military support groups. 

All across our great Nation and 
throughout the world, our troops and 
their families are making incredible 
sacrifices for our country. Since 2001, 
more than 1.7 million members of the 
Armed Forces have been deployed to 
Iraq and Afghanistan. And many of 
these brave men and women are being 
sent back for numerous tours of duty, 
and each time they represent our coun-
try with honor and a proud sense of 
duty. And we must never forget the in-
credible service they provide for our 
great Nation. 

We, as Members of Congress, must do 
everything in our power to ease the 
burden their service places on them 
and their families. 

One incredible source of support and 
assistance for our troops and their fam-
ilies are military support groups. All 
across our country, servicemembers 
and their families and friends have 
formed these crucial support networks. 

Military support groups offer a vari-
ety of important services to members 
of our Armed Forces and their families. 
From providing financial assistance, 
employment assistance and tax return 
preparation, to offering counseling and 
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prayer groups, sending care packages 
and writing letters, support groups 
serve a vital purpose within the mili-
tary family and within our commu-
nities. 

My bill, House Resolution 1200, hon-
ors the dedication and outstanding 
work of military support groups across 
this country for their steadfast support 
of the members of our Armed Forces 
and their families. 

I’m very proud, Mr. Speaker, that 
one of these support groups, Family 
and Friends Connected, is based in 
Akron, Ohio, in my congressional dis-
trict. This group was started by one of 
my constituents, Saundra Hunt. With a 
daughter in the Air Force and a son in 
the Marine Corps, Saundra knows more 
than a thing or two about the need to 
support our military families. And so, 
on November 9, 2001, Saundra estab-
lished Family and Friends Connected 
to bring military families together. 
And on the second Friday of every 
month, military families and friends 
from all over northeastern Ohio come 
together to support one another. They 
come from Akron and Barberton and 
Canton and Cleveland; they come from 
Cuyahoga Falls, and Copley and Dover 
and Hartville, Hudson, Stow and 
Tallmadge and Wadsworth. They come 
together to find common support. 

I want to take a moment and recog-
nize Saundra, who took her own fam-
ily’s experience and used it to make a 
positive impact on the lives of others 
in the same situation. Saundra dedi-
cates a listening ear to military fami-
lies, and is available to them at every 
hour, day or night. Because of her end-
less commitment and compassion, 
there is an obvious love for her within 
the group. 

I’ve had the honor and privilege of 
attending one of their meetings, and I 
can attest firsthand to the dedication 
and the uplifting camaraderie of those 
who participate in Family and Friends 
Connected. 

Saundra and the Family and Friends 
Connected are just one example of the 
many support groups across the coun-
try that have provided endless amounts 
of time, energy and compassion to our 
military families. These are people who 
truly understand what military fami-
lies go through, and they provide very 
real comfort and support for one an-
other. 

The kindness and understanding 
these groups provide to our service-
members and to each other is nothing 
short of inspirational. It is such an im-
portant service for our Nation’s mili-
tary families and yet, Mr. Speaker, 
they ask for nothing in return. They do 
it because of a love of country, a re-
spect for service, and an understanding 
of the sacrifices that our military fam-
ilies so selflessly make. Their unwaver-
ing emotional and material support 
helps to fortify our military, allowing 
them to carry out the missions our Na-
tion asks of them. 

We, in Congress, must always honor 
our brave servicemen and women, in 
word and in deed. Likewise, we should 
honor those who dedicate themselves 
to their support. That’s why I intro-
duced this important resolution to 
honor these amazing groups. They did 
not ask for any recognition for their 
service, but we can all agree that they 
deserve to be honored for all they do 
for our military families and for our 
country. 

I ask for your support of this critical 
resolution honoring our military sup-
port groups. 

b 1515 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 
I would like to yield such time as he 
might care to consume to my good 
friend from Georgia (Mr. PRICE). 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I thank my 
friend from Oklahoma for his leader-
ship on this and so many issues and for 
yielding me time. 

This is an important issue, an impor-
tant bill. So many of us have worked 
with groups within our districts all 
across this Nation who have had family 
members volunteer, serve, defend our 
liberty and freedom around the world, 
many of them on multiple tours of 
duty. So helping the families and rec-
ognizing their sacrifices is extremely 
important. They fight to defend our 
liberty, they fight to defend our free-
dom, they fight to defend our way of 
life, and yes, they fight to defend our 
ability to stand on this floor and de-
bate and deliberate the major issues of 
the day. 

Which is why it is with some signifi-
cant regret that I discuss the issue that 
is the most important issue facing 
Americans today at home, and that is 
the issue of the economy and increas-
ing gas prices and energy policy, and 
sadly say to my colleagues that the 
freedom and the liberty and the proc-
esses that our military men and women 
risk their lives to protect are sadly not 
being honored here on the floor of the 
House. 

We heard with great fanfare last 
week the Speaker and the Democrat 
leadership announce to the Nation that 
they had reached a compromise on en-
ergy policy, an issue that we have 
been, on my side of the aisle, demand-
ing an appropriate deliberative process 
and a fair and open debate for these 
many months. 

But the Speaker announced they had 
reached a compromise. The problem, 
Mr. Speaker, as you well know is the 
compromise within their own minds, 
within their own caucus, which is why 
it saddens me to recognize that the 
men and women who are fighting to de-
fend our freedom and our liberty and 
fighting for the ability of our democ-
racy to long survive, and yet we have a 
process of democracy that’s been so 
distorted it would not be recognized 
certainly by our Founding Fathers and 

likely not by any civics class across 
this Nation. 

Because the way in which this energy 
bill supposedly—I don’t know who’s 
seen it—supposedly will be brought to 
the floor in less than 24 hours is 
through a closed process, through a se-
cret process behind closed doors; not an 
open deliberative process, not a demo-
cratic process. Dare I say, Mr. Speaker, 
not an American process. 

This is an important bill to recognize 
the sacrifices of American families all 
across this Nation whose loved ones 
stand today and have continued to 
stand to fight for liberty and freedom. 
But it saddens me greatly, Mr. Speak-
er, to not have that process and that 
fight and that valor honored here on 
the floor of the House of Representa-
tives in a way that recognizes the his-
tory of our Nation, the appropriateness 
of the deliberative process, the impera-
tive of democracy, the recognition that 
each and every one of us represents the 
same number of Americans. 

So I support this bill, but I am so 
saddened and distressed by what ap-
pears to be a recurrent theme among 
this current leadership, and that is not 
to recognize the imperative of democ-
racy and debate and deliberation in 
this, the greatest House, the people’s 
House. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Expres-
sions of approval or disapproval from 
the gallery are not allowed. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I represent Guam, a 
small little island in the Pacific where 
we have today more active National 
Guardsmen reservists serving in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq per capita than any 
other State in the Union. 

Just last month I led a codel to Paki-
stan, Kuwait, Afghanistan, and Iraq 
and found 181 National Guardsmen and 
reservists from Guam deployed in Af-
ghanistan serving in the most dan-
gerous provinces in that country. 

I want to speak to this bill because 
on Guam, because of the numerous sol-
diers deployed all over the world today, 
the support group is exceptional, made 
up of family and friends. I have visited 
their headquarters, and it’s made up of 
housewives, families, and friends all 
supporting our soldiers. And I want to 
go on record to say that I applaud our 
soldiers and families on Guam for their 
dedicated support and loyalty, and I go 
on record as supporting this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I have no 
further requests for time, and I am pre-
pared to close after my colleague has 
yielded back his time. 

I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 
I will try to be brief. 

I want to, again, commend my good 
friend from Guam and say in the oppor-
tunities we’ve had to travel abroad I 
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notice how fervently she seeks out 
servicemen and women from her coun-
try and with what great warmth and 
gratitude she’s always received. And 
it’s a reminder of what an exceptional 
place she represents and what excep-
tional people have chosen her from 
amongst themselves to defend them 
here. 

I want to also express my personal 
appreciation for the types of groups, 
again, that were singled out in this res-
olution by our good friend, Ms. SUTTON. 
Frankly, we all could sit here and 
name many, many groups in our re-
spective districts that put American 
men and women in uniform ahead of 
everything else. I want to mention just 
one, if I might, Mr. Speaker. 

In my home State of Lawton, Okla-
homa, is where Fort Sill is located. It’s 
the home base of the field artillery. 
And Fort Sill has a very unique organi-
zation called literally the Armed Serv-
ices YMCA of Lawton/Fort Sill. It, for 
decades, has performed support serv-
ices for family. Every year there is a 
huge breakfast and, frankly, a commu-
nity drive to solicit private dollars to 
support its efforts to help men and 
women in uniform and service families. 

And I’ve heard repeatedly, as I go 
down to these, instances where families 
would show up from deployment des-
perately needing things; you know, 
perhaps young families not able to fur-
nish the apartments they were in, 
needing support. That support’s always 
given generously by fellow soldiers, but 
more importantly, even by the men 
and women of Lawton, Oklahoma. 

Again, I commend my colleagues for 
bringing this resolution. I urge its sup-
port. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I want 

to go on record to thank the co-man-
ager of the bill today, Mr. COLE, a good 
friend of mine whom I’ve traveled with 
on numerous occasions, and I truly ap-
preciate the kind words that he has 
noted of Guam and, of course, his own 
State. 

And as he said, each Member going 
on these congressional delegation trips 
is always meeting with their troops, 
and this is one of the great pleasures, 
shall we say, of the trip, not only to in-
vestigate and see how we are doing and 
how our troops are treated, but to meet 
with troops from our district. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to express my gratitude to all the 
support groups, families, and friends of our 
men and women in the armed forces. By sup-
porting those who support them, we honor the 
sacrifice and courage of our women who have 
served and are currently serving in our Armed 
Forces. 

Since September 2001, more than 
1,700,000 members of the Armed Forces have 
been deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
nearly 611,000 have been deployed more than 
once. More than 782,000 members of our 
Armed Forces deployed to Iraq and Afghani-

stan are parents. Sadly, nearly 35,000 troops 
have been separated from their children for 4 
or more deployments. 

Many of our men and women in the armed 
forces have given the ultimate sacrifice to se-
cure the freedoms of others. As of May 3, 
2008 over 4,500 died and over 32,000 wound-
ed while deployed in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Free-
dom (Afghanistan). 

The members of our Armed Forces and 
their families deserve all the medical, financial, 
education, and moral support that our Nation 
can provide. Our military support groups and 
organizations play a vital role in providing 
services to members of our Armed Forces and 
their families, including financial assistance, 
employment assistance, tax return prepara-
tion, counseling, prayer groups, and sending 
care packages. 

The resolution we considered today pro-
vides an opportunity for each of us, regardless 
of political views, religion, ethnicity, gender, or 
background to come together, and to recog-
nize and honor our nation’s heroes and those 
that support them and their families. 

Though we may be divided by our positions 
on the war in Iraq, we stand together to sup-
port our veterans. Our nation has a proud leg-
acy of appreciation and commitment to the 
men and women who have worn the uniform 
in defense of this country. We must be united 
in seeing that every soldier, sailor, airman, 
and marine is welcomed back with all the care 
and compassion this grateful nation can be-
stow. 

All too many of our veterans are left without 
the help and support they need to transition 
from the horrors they bravely face on the front 
lines of battle to successful civilian life. Ac-
cording to the Veterans of all ages were 
homeless. 

The V.A. also reports 400 veterans of the 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan alone have al-
ready become homeless, and this figure only 
takes into account those who have sought 
services from V.A.-sponsored programs. Ex-
perts have predicted that the trauma resulting 
from the extreme horrors of these modern 
wars could lead to a surge in homeless vet-
erans in the coming years. 

I chose to celebrate one of our heroic 
daughters of Texas, Specialist Monica L. 
Brown of the United States Army with House 
Concurrent Resolution 320 for her efforts ear-
lier this year. 

Spec. Brown was the first woman in Afghan-
istan and only the second female soldier since 
World War II to receive the Silver Star, the na-
tion’s third-highest medal for valor. This soldier 
from Lake Jackson, Texas was only 10-years- 
old, when on April 25, 2007, Specialist Brown 
as part of a four-vehicle convoy patrolling near 
Jani Kheil in the eastern province of Paktia 
that was attacked. She saw her fellow soldiers 
injured, she grabbed her aid bag and started 
running toward the burning vehicle as insur-
gents opened fire. All five wounded soldiers 
from her platoon scrambled out. Under this 
commotion, she assessed her patients and 
moved them to a safer location because they 
were still receiving incoming fire. 

The Pentagon’s official policy is to prohibit 
women from serving in front-line combat roles 
in the infantry, armor or artillery, but the nature 

of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, with no 
real front lines, has seen women soldiers take 
part in close-quarters combat more than pre-
vious conflicts. 

According to the army four Army nurses in 
World War II were the first women to receive 
the Silver Star, though three nurses serving in 
World War I were awarded the medal post-
humously in 2007. Sgt. Leigh Ann Hester, of 
Nashville, Tenn., was the first to receive the 
Silver Star in 2005 along with two fellow male 
soldiers for her gallantry during an insurgent 
ambush on a convoy in Iraq. 

Though I have opposed the war in Iraq from 
its inception, I remain absolutely committed to 
ensuring that we recognize, celebrate, and 
honor the service of our sons and daughters 
in and returning from, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

I am proud to support H. Res. 1200 by my 
colleague, Congresswoman SUTTON. I firmly 
believe that we should celebrate and support 
our armed forces and their families, and I re-
main committed, as a Member of Congress, to 
both meeting the needs of veterans of pre-
vious wars, and to provide a fitting welcome 
home to those who are now serving. Current 
serving military personnel and veterans have 
kept their promise to serve our nation; they 
have willingly risked their lives to protect the 
country we all love. We must now ensure that 
we keep our promises to them. 

Currently, there are over 25 million veterans 
in the United States. Thee are more than 
1,633,000 veterans living in Texas and more 
than 32,000 veterans living in my Congres-
sional district alone. I hope we will all take the 
time to show appreciation to those who have 
answered the call to duty. As Winston Church-
ill famously state, ‘‘Never in the field of human 
conflict was so much owed by so many to so 
few.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in supporting our troops, their families, 
and those groups that are working to support 
them. 

Ms. BORDALLO. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. 
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1200, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, 
I object to the vote on the ground that 
a quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

HONORING TOBY KEITH’S COMMIT-
MENT TO MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES 
Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
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