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But, Dave continues to be determined to get 
back the full use of his left side again. After he 
regains the use of his left side, he plans leav-
ing the Tilton Veterans Home and marrying his 
girlfriend Mary in the Veterans Home gazebo 
down by the pond—where everyone from the 
State Home will be invited. 

This resolution honors the contribution of 
veterans like Dave to his country, and recog-
nizes the leaders and staff of the Veterans 
Homes, like Barry Conway and Ellen Douville, 
who spend each and every day with patience, 
friendship, and care for veterans like Dave. 

I am proud to honor the contributions of the 
men and women who have served in the 
Armed Forces and recognize that we as a Na-
tion have a duty to serve those who have 
served our country faithfully. 

And I am proud to honor veterans like Dave 
and the hard working community of the Tilton 
Veterans Home, and State Veterans Homes 
across the Nation. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong support of H. Res. 1335, introduced 
by my friend and colleague Mr. HODES, which 
rightly celebrates the 120-year partnership be-
tween Government and State veterans homes. 

State Veterans Homes are a critical part of 
the care our veterans receive after serving our 
country. In my State of Connecticut, the State 
Department of Veterans Affairs has provided 
care for Veterans and their dependents for 
144 years, since the opening of Fitch’s Home 
for Soldiers and Their Orphans in Darien, 
Connecticut on July 4, 1864—the first such fa-
cility in the Nation. In 1940, the Fitch home 
became the Connecticut State Veterans hos-
pital and was relocated to Rocky Hill, Con-
necticut, where Connecticut veterans today 
continue to receive a spectrum of care and as-
sistance they so urgently need from dedicated 
professionals and volunteers. 

In just a few weeks, Connecticut veterans 
will benefit from the opening of the first major 
new facility in Rocky Hill in over 65 years. The 
new veterans care facility will provide modern, 
state of the art care for Alzheimer’s and hos-
pice patients. From the new rooms that pro-
vide patients with long-needed privacy, to ex-
panded lounge areas and family dining facili-
ties that allow veterans to spend time with 
their families in a private and comfortable set-
ting, the new facility will ensure that Con-
necticut veterans receive the dignified treat-
ment they deserve. This exciting improvement 
was made possible by a strong Federal com-
mitment to the State Home Construction Grant 
Program, which for 44 years has helped 
States like Connecticut meet the ever-increas-
ing needs of our veterans by investing in long- 
term capital improvement projects. 

I had the honor of visiting the Rocky Hill fa-
cility just this past weekend, where I attended 
Stand Down 2008. This one-day event is an 
annual outreach and support program that 
helps needy and homeless veterans to receive 
services and information from over 30 State, 
Federal and private organizations all assem-
bled in one location. During my visit, I ob-
served countless volunteers from organization 
across the State helping needy and struggling 
veterans receive a variety of services, includ-
ing medical screenings, dental exams, legal 
assistance, housing referrals, assistance with 
Federal VA benefits and disability claims, job 

counseling and training, financial assistance 
and debt counseling; education programs and 
services and everyday necessities such as 
free haircuts, clothing and supplies. 

At last year’s Stand Down, 750 needy vet-
erans came to Rocky Hill to receive assist-
ance. This year, that number is expected to 
reach 900 or more, an increase largely fueled 
by the growing needs of veterans returning 
from Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as the im-
pact of the economic downturn on our need-
iest veterans. Our State Commissioner of Vet-
erans Affairs, Dr. Linda Schwartz, has helped 
bring new life into this yearly event, making it 
an effective way to ensure that veterans have 
access to the services and care they need. 
Under her leadership, Connecticut is stepping 
up to ensure that no veteran who has served 
their Nation is left behind. Yet, as gratifying as 
it was to see veterans being helped at Stand 
Down, the growth in the number of veterans 
taking advantage of the event is a stark re-
minder of how much more our Nation must do 
to ensure that our promise to those who have 
served is fulfilled. 

I ask all my colleagues to join me in thank-
ing the countless professionals at the Con-
necticut Department of Veterans Affairs, volun-
teers and organizations that came together at 
Connecticut’s Stand Down in helping to make 
a difference in the lives or our veterans. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FILNER. I ask unanimous con-

sent, Mr. Speaker, that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res. 
1335. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1335. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL CLEMENT 
C. VAN WAGONER DEPARTMENT 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS CLINIC 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the Senate 

bill (S. 2339) to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs clinic in 
Alpena, Michigan, as the ‘‘Lieutenant 
Colonel Clement C. Van Wagoner De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Clinic’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows: 

S. 2339 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF LIEUTENANT COLO-

NEL CLEMENT C. VAN WAGONER DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
CLINIC. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs clinic located in Alpena, Michi-
gan, shall after the date of the enactment of 
this Act be known and designated as the 
‘‘Lieutenant Colonel Clement C. Van Wag-
oner Department of Veterans Affairs Clinic’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any 
law, regulation, map, document, record, or 
other paper of the United States to the clinic 
referred to in subsection (a) shall be consid-
ered to be a reference to the Lieutenant 
Colonel Clement C. Van Wagoner Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Clinic. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of the brave service of LTC Clem-
ent C. Van Wagoner. 

LTC Van Wagoner was Michigan’s 
most highly decorated veteran in 
World War II, earning, amongst other 
honors, the Combat Infantry Badge, 
seven Bronze Stars, four Silver Stars, 
and five Purple Hearts. 

The awarding of the Combat Infantry 
Badge reflects the valor of those brave 
men and women who serve on the front 
lines in defense of our Nation. The 
Bronze Star is the fourth highest com-
bat decoration that can be awarded by 
the U.S. Armed Forces and is given for 
acts of heroism or meritorious achieve-
ment. The Silver Star is awarded for 
acts of gallantry that have been per-
formed with marked distinction in line 
of duty. And the Purple Heart, of 
course, is awarded to members of the 
Armed Forces who have been injured or 
killed while serving our Nation. LTC 
Van Wagoner’s attainment of these 
decorations, some of the highest our 
country has to bestow, is indicative of 
the highly courageous manner in which 
he served. 

On D-day, June 6, 1944, LTC Van Wag-
oner landed on Omaha Beach, along 
with 1,800 of his fellow members of the 
1st Infantry Division, and came away 
as only one of 32 survivors. 

b 1600 

The courage to fight on in the face of 
such peril speaks volumes about the 
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strength of character LTC Van Wag-
oner possessed. 

In the fall of 1944, while then a lieu-
tenant, Van Wagoner served in Ger-
many and participated in the battle for 
the city of Aachen as part of Company 
A of the 1st Battalion of the 1st Infan-
try Division. The battle required a 
fight for the heavily defended ‘‘Crucifix 
Hill’’ which was riddled with German 
pillboxes. As the executive officer of 
Company A, LTC Van Wagoner by all 
accounts kept his company well orga-
nized and was instrumental in the 1st 
Infantry taking ‘‘Crucifix Hill’’ despite 
suffering many casualties. All told, 
LTC Van Wagoner was in combat for 
600 days and was wounded on five sepa-
rate occasions. 

Following the end of the Second 
World War, he continued to give of 
himself for his country by commanding 
a battalion of the Michigan National 
Guard until his retirement in 1967. 

His record of accomplishments 
should be a reminder to us all of the 
heroic personal sacrifices that have 
been made by great Americans in the 
service of our Nation. That is why it is 
with great pleasure I bring S. 2339 to 
the floor today to name the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs new Com-
munity Based Outpatient Clinic in 
Alpena, Michigan, in honor of LTC Van 
Wagoner. 

The Lieutenant Colonel Clement C. 
Van Wagoner Department of Veterans 
Affairs Clinic, as it will be designated, 
will help to improve the lives of North 
Michigan veterans by allowing them to 
receive health services locally in their 
community. 

Having passed away last spring at 
the age of 93, it is a fitting tribute for 
Michigan’s most decorated soldier to 
have the new VA Community Based 
Outpatient Clinic designated in rec-
ognition of his valiant service. 

I thank my colleagues and especially 
Congressman STUPAK of Michigan and 
Senators STABENOW and LEVIN of 
Michigan for introducing this impor-
tant legislation. 

I urge my colleagues to support its 
passage. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I also 

with my colleague from California rise 
in support of Senate bill 2339, a bill 
that was brought out recently to des-
ignate the Veterans Affairs Outpatient 
Clinic in Alpena, Michigan as the Lieu-
tenant Colonel Clement C. Van Wag-
oner Veterans Affairs Clinic. 

As pointed out by Dr. Filner, this is a 
very exceptional individual. Serving in 
the Army during World War II, LTC 
Van Wagoner was in combat for 600 
days. He was severely wounded on five 
different occasions and was only one of 
32 survivors of the 1,800 soldiers who 
landed with the 1st Infantry Division 
at Omaha Beach on D-day. And many 
of us in this body have been to Omaha 
Beach. I was there in the 50th anniver-

sary and saw the number of graves 
there and saw the arduous task in-
volved. And we saw the film that also 
showed the amount of work, the num-
ber of people that fought and the peo-
ple who survived. And this is one of 
them. 

LTC Van Wagoner continued to serve 
his country even after World War II in 
the Michigan National Guard until he 
retired in 1967. Now, among the honors 
he received for his service was the 
Combat Infantry Badge. That is saying 
something for him right there. But he 
also received seven Bronze Stars, 
seven, four Silver Stars, and obviously 
five Purple Hearts because being in 
combat for 600 days and continuing to 
serve his country, it is not altogether 
surprising that he would continue to be 
wounded. So this is an extraordinary 
individual. And this bill before us 
today is naming this clinic after him. 

I would say to my colleague from 
California, perhaps in the future, under 
our Veterans’ Affairs Committee’s 
rules for bipartisan naming policy for 
facilities, it would appear that next 
year we perhaps should reorganize the 
committee for the 111th Congress and 
revisit the naming policy, because ob-
viously I think this person should be 
named under it, but I think under the 
strict guidelines we’ve established, it is 
not quite clear that this would be a 
naming facility for him. But under the 
circumstances, this fellow is very well 
qualified. I would just remind the 
chairman that we need to do that. 

Mr. Speaker, our actions to approve 
this bill today will send it to the White 
House for signature. I urge my col-
leagues to approve this measure. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. FILNER. I have no further 

speakers, and I am prepared to yield 
back. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I would 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on S. 2339. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LARSEN of Washington). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman 
from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 

support of S. 2339, a bill to name the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community-based 
outpatient clinic in Alpena, Michigan, after LTC 
Clement C. Van Wagoner. 

I would like to thank Chairman FILNER and 
Ranking Member BUYER for their support of 
this legislation. 

Clement C. Van Wagoner, a native of 
Alpena County, is one of Michigan’s most 
highly decorated veterans of WorId War II. He 
distinguished himself as commander of the A 
Co., First Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment, 
1st Infantry Division, serving 600 days of com-

bat and returning to battle after being wound-
ed five separate times. 

Mr. Van Wagoner was one of only 32 sur-
vivors of the 1,800 soldiers who landed with 
the 1st Infantry Division at Omaha Beach on 
D-day. 

He was the recipient of the Combat Infantry 
Badge, four Silver Stars, seven Bronze Stars, 
five Purple Hearts, the Soldier’s Medal, and 
many others. 

However, Mr. Van Wagoner’s service did 
not stop after returning home. He continued to 
serve the State of Michigan and his country 
honorably as a member of the Michigan Army 
National Guard. The governor requested that 
he re-establish and command an Army Na-
tional Guard unit in Alpena, which he com-
manded until he retired in 1967. 

Mr. Van Wagoner was an outstanding mem-
ber of his community, a local hero, and a 
great American. His son, Clayton, has carried 
on the family tradition of national service as a 
member of the Army Reserve. 

Clement C. Van Wagoner passed away in 
2007. It is fitting to honor him, his years of 
service, and his family by naming the Vet-
erans Affairs clinic in Alpena the ‘‘Lieutenant 
Colonel Clement C. Van Wagoner Department 
of Veterans Affairs Clinic.’’ 

This legislation has been endorsed by the 
Michigan American Legion, Michigan VFW, 
Michigan AMVETS, Michigan DAV, Alpena 
County Board of Commissioners, City of 
Alpena, Township of Alpena, and Alpena 
County Veterans Council. 

I would also like to thank the entire Michi-
gan House delegation for their support on this 
legislation and Senators STABENOW and LEVIN 
for their work on S. 2339. 

Mr. FILNER. I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 2339. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

COLONEL OLA LEE MIZE 
VETERANS CLINIC 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5736) to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs outpatient 
clinic in Gadsden, Alabama, as the 
Colonel Ola Lee Mize Veterans Clinic. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 
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