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The best picture in the Pentagon is 

one across from the Secretary of De-
fense’s office. It is of a young service-
member kneeling in church and beside 
him is his young spouse and a young 
child. And under it you can tell this in-
dividual is about to deploy again into 
harm’s way. And there is then noted 
that wonderful inscription from the 
Bible where God has turned to Isaiah 
and says, ‘‘Whom shall I send? Who 
shall go for us?’’ And Isaiah said, ‘‘Here 
am I, send me.’’ 

We don’t serve a man, we serve a Na-
tion of laws. And that’s what this is 
really about today. I urge everyone in 
this Congress, both sides, and our 
President, who represents us as our 
Commander in Chief, to support this 
bill. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this is drawing to a 
close. I think that so much has been 
said, not nearly enough. I appreciate 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle who have done such a good job of 
making this a bipartisan piece of legis-
lation. 

Additionally, I would like to echo the 
last speaker because the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, rightfully so, re-
minded us that the men and women in 
our Armed Forces, in which he served 
and in which I served, know the rules; 
they know the rules that we operate 
under, and we know the penalty if we 
break those rules. We know that if our 
country were to, in fact, torture some-
body, we would both punish those who 
did it and compensate those who were 
treated in any inconsistent way with 
the rule of law. We only ask that the 
post-Saddam Iraq, if they’re paying 
compensation and apologizing to oth-
ers, they do the same to the men who 
suffered at their hands. 

So I think that for all the men and 
women serving in the Armed Forces 
today and those who have served in the 
past, this Congress, on a bipartisan 
basis, is taking a giant step toward 
saying we will hold others accountable 
as we have always held our own ac-
countable. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I want to thank the gentleman for his 
cooperation in this bipartisan effort, 
and I hope that we pass the bill. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I support H.R. 5167, the ‘‘Justice for Victims of 
Torture and Terrorism Act.’’ This bill was 
sponsored by Representative BRALEY of Iowa. 
The bill’s purpose is to amend the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2008 to remove the authority of the President 
to waive certain provisions. I support this bill 
and I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 

H.R. 5167, the Justice for Victims of Torture 
and Terrorism Act, responds to harms suffered 
by U.S. nationals under the Government of 
Iraq during the 1991 Gulf War and their efforts 
to hold Iraq, then a designated foreign state 

sponsor of terrorism, liable for their injuries. 
H.R. 5167 presents a new proposal to facili-
tate the settlement of these claims. 

This bill is important and necessary. I was 
shocked when I found out that the President 
was going to veto the Defense Authorization 
bill on Christmas Eve. The President vetoed 
the $3.5 billion authorization package that 
would have provided resources for military 
members, their families, and veterans, be-
cause it contained a provision that would have 
allowed Operation Desert Storm Prisoners of 
War, POW, to continue their case against the 
Hussein regime. 

In 2002, 17 American ex-prisoners of war 
were brutally tortured in Iraq during the first 
Persian Gulf War sued Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime. The veterans eventually won a judge-
ment against Hussein. But shortly after the in-
vasion of Iraq, the Bush administration 
stepped in and had the judgement overturned. 

According to a Dec. 28 report in Congres-
sional Quarterly, President Bush issued his 
veto after lawyers for the Iraqi Government 
threatened to withdraw $25 billion worth of as-
sets from U.S. banks if the provisions was al-
lowed to become law. The American POWs 
were granted damages by a U.S. district court 
in July 2003. The court awarded $959 million 
in compensatory and punitive damages to the 
17 POWs—some of whom remain on active 
duty today and are serving in Iraq. 

But earlier in 2003, after signing a bill that 
allowed Americans to collect court-ordered 
damages from the frozen assets of terrorist 
states—a list that included Iraq at that time— 
President Bush had confiscated what was 
then $1.7 billion in Iraqi assets held in private 
banks. He allowed the payment of two judg-
ments including one for so-called ‘‘human 
shield’’ hostages held in Iraq in 1990, but 
none for the Americans taken prisoner in the 
1991 Gulf War. 

The President chose to respect corporate 
interests over human interests and corporate 
rights over human rights. This is something 
that the American people have seen from this 
administration in the past in unrelated matters. 

This bill, H.R. 5167, the ‘‘the Justice for Vic-
tims of Torture and Terrorism Act’’ restores a 
provision in the previously vetoed Defense bill 
that would allow American veterans and vic-
tims of torture to pursue legal claims against 
their torturers. 

Simply put, American veterans tortured as 
prisoners of war do not deserve to be left be-
hind by a presidential policy that keeps them 
from seeking justice. We need to hold coun-
tries accountable for torturing American troops 
so it never happens again. We need to get our 
priorities straight. Protecting American vet-
erans and POWs should come before pro-
tecting a country’s assets. 

We must act today to correct this problem. 
I urge my colleagues to act with me, and sup-
port this bill. A strong bipartisan message of 
support needs to be displayed by this body to 
right the wrongs and send a message to the 
President that American soldiers deserve bet-
ter. The message is clear: American soldiers 
deserve the right to bring torturers to justice. 
I invite my colleagues to stand with me today 
and support this important legislation. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5167, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to terminate the authority of 
the President to waive, with regard to 
Iraq, certain provisions under the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2008 unless certain condi-
tions are met.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, September 11, 2008. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 

permission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
September 11, 2008, at 4:25 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 3406. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
LORRAINE C. MILLER, 

Clerk of the House. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CAZAYOUX). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

HONORING TINA ALLEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it was 
with great sorrow that I learned of the 
passing of my dear friend and con-
stituent, Tina Allen. Tina dedicated 
her life to documenting the spirit of 
black Americans through her sculp-
tures. 

Each of her subjects, famous or not, 
were her way of writing our history in 
bronze. As an artist, she was an inspi-
ration. As a person, she was a beacon of 
life as she brought to life the features 
of great people. 

She often said that ‘‘great people 
should have great monuments.’’ Her 
work includes abolitionist Frederick 
Douglass at the African American Mu-
seum of Birmingham and featured in 
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