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We ought to help our citizens become 

energy self-sufficient in their own 
households. There are many things 
communities can do. 

As I close this evening, I would urge 
communities across this country to 
think about creating wealth, not just 
pushing money around, and getting the 
best financial advice you possibly can 
in these difficult times. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 
Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HAITI 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. CLARKE) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
majority leader. 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, on behalf 
of the chairwoman of the Congressional 
Black Caucus and its members, we are 
presenting this evening during our 
message hour a call to action, that is 
Haiti, country in crisis. 

We have witnessed this year, so far in 
the hurricane season, tremendous dis-
tress, death and destruction. I want to 
start by expressing the sympathies of 
myself and the members of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, our condo-
lences and support for the people of 
Texas and the Gulf Region, who have 
been toiling under storm after storm 
after storm and dealing with the de-
struction that comes from nature’s 
wrath, as some would place it. 

In this context, I wanted to speak a 
bit this evening with my colleagues 
and with the public about the need to 
actually look at what happens, not at 
the point at which the hurricane ends 
on our shores, but also its path and the 
death and destruction that it leaves in 
the wake of its path. 

I am speaking of the Caribbean re-
gion in our hemisphere, and the many 
nations in those waters that have been 
devastated by the series of hurricane 
activity this year, be it the island na-
tion of Turks and Caicos or the island 
nation of Jamaica, the island nation of 
the Dominican Republic, the island na-
tions in the Caribbean region have been 
rocked by this year’s hurricane season 
thus far. I have had the opportunity to 
join with Congressman KENDRICK MEEK 
and Congresswoman DONNA EDWARDS 
from Maryland on an emergency codel 
to destination, Haiti. 

The devastation that we witnessed 
firsthand on that nation is truly a call 

to action. As you can see here, this 
year we have had a number of storms 
from Category 1 to Category 5 in their 
strength. The nation of Haiti in just 3 
weeks was struck by four storms, Trop-
ical Storm Fay, which hit on August 
16; Hurricane Gustav, which hit on Au-
gust 26; Tropical Storm Hanna, which 
hit on September 1; and then Hurricane 
Ike, which hit on September 7. 

It is estimated that over 850,000 peo-
ple have been affected by this storm on 
the island nation of Haiti, and almost 
half of those affected were children. It 
is estimated that over 500 people have 
been killed and rescuers and aides are 
only beginning to reach some of the 
hardest-hit areas, as I speak to you 
right now. It is also estimated that 
over 150,000 people are internally dis-
placed, and only about half of those 
people are in shelters. 

You will notice that I have been say-
ing, as has been estimated, and this is 
the case, because Haiti has lost its 
ability to communicate across its is-
land. The destruction that has rocked 
that nation has eight of Haiti’s 10 geo-
graphic departments, which have been 
flooded. All of the major roads and 
bridges granting access to many of the 
hardest-hit areas have been washed 
away. 

Haiti’s prime minister says that 1 
million people or more may be home-
less. The storms have crippled Haiti’s 
already delicate infrastructure, and 
most of the City of Gonaives, which is 
the second-largest city on the island, is 
damaged so badly that it cannot be re-
paired. Local officials are considering 
moving the entire city to another part 
of the island that is on higher ground. 

We had an opportunity to meet with 
President Rene Preval on our codel, 
and he said to us, this is the Katrina of 
an entire nation, but we are suffering 
without a fraction of the means that 
Louisiana had. A lot of infrastructure 
that was destroyed by Hurricane Jean 
in 2004 was recently rebuilt and re-
cently destroyed by this latest series of 
storms. 

This includes the hospital in 
Gonaives. Radio NPR reports that in 
the Grand Ravine neighborhood of 
Port-au-Prince, 700 people are living in 
a school where there is no running 
water, no electricity, no beds and often 
no food. People have been packed in 
there for weeks, but all is not lost. I 
was proud to see that, very swiftly, the 
United States has moved into action to 
aid our neighbors and our friend known 
as the island nation of Haiti. 

Upon arriving in Port-au-Prince, we 
saw a lot of helicopter activity and 
were informed that the USS Kearsarge 
is in port in Port-of-Spain providing 
needed humanitarian assistance and 
aid. 

b 2045 

As I said earlier in my presentation, 
all of the major roads and bridges have 

collapsed. That has isolated many of 
the communities and the cities that 
have historically been connected in 
commerce and in bringing foods and 
goods and services across the island. So 
the only way that people can be fed, 
can be given water, can be adminis-
tered medicine is through the air, and 
we are proud to know that our aircraft 
carrier is there, as we speak, admin-
istering that much needed aid and sup-
port. 

I want to thank the young men and 
women I met there who sought not rob-
bery but, rather, to change their mis-
sion, to move along with their admiral 
and captain and crew into the Carib-
bean Sea from Latin America and over 
to Haiti where they’re working night 
and day to try to preserve as much life 
as possible. I can tell you that, from 
my observations, this is a mammoth 
task. The mammoth task exists be-
cause Haiti remains flooded out. 

In Gonaive, we did a flyover, and we 
were able to see in the streets where 
people live. There was rushing water, 
like rivers, flowing past people’s 
homes, flowing over all of their plant-
ing grounds, and making it so that peo-
ple were actually risking their lives in 
simply trying to get from point A to 
point B. Many of the residents have 
taken to their rooftops to live. In other 
areas, we witnessed the levels of mud 
that have accumulated as the waters 
have receded. In some areas, there are 
as much as 2 to 4 feet of mud before 
people’s homes, in the roadways, in the 
byways of the communities in which 
people live. 

We had an opportunity to pass over 
Haiti’s breadbasket, an area in Haiti 
where new harvesting was taking 
place—the planting of rice. That entire 
area is completely flooded out, having 
basically killed off this planting season 
for Haiti, and so we have a nation in 
crisis. The crisis is one of a magnitude 
that I, personally, have never wit-
nessed before. The circumstances be-
come more and more dire with each 
passing moment. 

Haiti is the poorest country in our 
hemisphere, and it is one of our closest 
neighbors, just a little over 700 miles 
away from Miami, Florida. Many in 
Haiti were looking forward to the har-
vest of rice crop. Unfortunately, much 
of it, if not all of it, has been destroyed 
by these storms just as the food crisis 
in that country was beginning to 
abate. 

The USAID has moved in. They are 
providing as much as they possibly can 
in terms of response. They have allo-
cated $7.5 million in humanitarian as-
sistance. The total value of U.S. Gov-
ernment humanitarian assistance is 
currently $20 billion. According to the 
USAID, Haitian Government officials 
have stated that these recent storms 
have caused an estimated $265 million 
in damage, particularly affecting their 
housing stock, agriculture, public in-
frastructure, and education. 
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