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will also ensure the military’s advance-
ment of emerging technologies are 
used in the next generation of military 
hardware. Failure to establish an exec-
utive agent and take aggressive action 
would result in the eventual loss of a 
critical technology and the dimin-
ishing capacity of our military’s abil-
ity to safeguard our national security. 
Therefore, I urge support of section 254 
and of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, Senator 
WARNER and I and our staffs and a 
number of other Senators have been 
trying to work out a unanimous con-
sent agreement that would control the 
continuation of the deliberation and 
debate on this bill. We have completed 
a draft of a complicated unanimous 
consent agreement. It runs a little over 
two pages. I have been able to give it to 
Senator WARNER now. As always, he is 
very helpful and responsive and has as-
sured me they can look at this over-
night and, in the morning, give us a re-
sponse, hopefully early, as to whether 
this, or some variation of it, will be ac-
ceptable on that side of the aisle. I 
thank my friend from Virginia and as-
sure folks that even though we weren’t 
able to get specific votes today, be-
cause of a previous agreement that 
there would be no votes today, we hope 
that in the morning we will be able to 
have a roadmap for the balance of this 
bill. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I have 
seen earlier iterations of this. I will 
take this up with the leadership and 
our colleagues early tomorrow, but I 
am not certain what time. I presume 
this would not require any votes in the 
morning. 

Mr. LEVIN. That is correct. 
Mr. WARNER. I think that would 

best serve our purposes. In consulta-
tion with our two staff directors and 
colleagues on our staff who work side 
by side, we have now cleared—both 
sides—about 75 amendments. So work 
has been going on throughout the day. 
I think we can, hopefully tomorrow, 
share this with colleagues and get a 
resolution of the timetables to move 
forward on the bill. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
move to a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FORMER VICE PRESIDENT 
PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased that the House of Representa-
tives today passed the Former Vice 
President Protection Act, H.R. 5938—a 
bill to ensure that that former Vice 
Presidents and immediate family mem-
bers receive Secret Service protection 
for 6 months after they leave office. I 
am especially pleased that this impor-
tant legislation, which will now be sent 
to the President for signature, includes 
key provisions of the Identity Theft 
Enforcement and Restitution Act, a 
critical cyber crime bill I introduced 
last year and that has twice unani-
mously passed the Senate in this Con-
gress. I hope that the President will 
promptly sign this measure into law. 

Although the Secret Service has pro-
vided protection to former Vice Presi-
dents over the last 30 years through a 
variety of temporary grants of author-
ity, this legislation will provide clear 
authority for the Secret Service to pro-
vide such protection for the first time. 
The men and women of the Secret 
Service perform the very difficult job 
of protecting our current and former 
leaders exceptionally well. I am 
pleased that this legislation will help 
the Secret Service to carry out this im-
portant mission. 

This bipartisan legislation also in-
cludes important cyber crime provi-
sions—portions of the Identity Theft 
Enforcement and Restitution Act—to 
protect the privacy rights of all Ameri-
cans. The anticyber crime provisions in 
this bill are long overdue. A recent sur-
vey by the Federal Trade Commission 
found that that more than 8 million 
Americans fell victim to identity theft 
in 2005. In addition, a new report by the 
Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development encourages 
democratic governments around the 
world to more aggressively fight iden-
tity theft, by enacting stronger cyber 
crime laws and stiffening the penalties 
to deter potential cybercriminals. 

The key anticyber crime provisions 
that are included in this legislation 
will close existing gaps in our criminal 
law to keep up with the cunning and 
ingenuity of today’s identity thieves. 
First, to better protect American con-
sumers, the legislation provides the 
victims of identity theft with the abil-
ity to seek restitution in Federal court 
for the loss of time and money spent 
restoring their credit and remedying 
the harms of identity theft, so that 
identity theft victims can be made 
whole. Second, to address the increas-
ing number of computer hacking 
crimes that involve computers located 
within the same State, the cybercrime 
amendment eliminates the jurisdic-
tional requirement that a computer’s 

information must be stolen through an 
interstate or foreign communication in 
order to federally prosecute this crime. 

Third, this legislation also addresses 
the growing problem of the malicious 
use of spyware to steal sensitive per-
sonal information, by eliminating the 
requirement that the loss resulting 
from the damage to a victim’s com-
puter must exceed $5,000 in order to 
federally prosecute the offense. The 
bill carefully balances this necessary 
change with the legitimate need to pro-
tect innocent actors from frivolous 
prosecutions, and clarifies that the 
elimination of the $5,000 threshold ap-
plies only to criminal cases. 

In addition, the amendment address-
es the increasing number of cyber at-
tacks on multiple computers, by mak-
ing it a felony to employ spyware or 
keyloggers to damage 10 or more com-
puters, regardless of the aggregate 
amount of damage caused. By making 
this crime a felony, the amendment en-
sures that the most egregious identity 
thieves will not escape with minimal 
punishment under Federal cyber crime 
laws. The legislation also strengthens 
the protections for American busi-
nesses, which are more and more be-
coming the focus of identity thieves, 
by adding two new causes of action 
under the cyber extortion statute— 
threatening to obtain or release infor-
mation from a protected computer and 
demanding money in relation to a pro-
tected computer—so that this bad con-
duct can be federally prosecuted. And, 
lastly, the legislation adds the remedy 
of civil and criminal forfeiture to the 
arsenal of tools to combat cyber crime 
and our amendment directs the U.S. 
Sentencing Commission to review its 
guidelines for identity theft and cyber 
crime offenses. 

Senator SPECTER and I have worked 
closely with the Department of Justice 
and the Secret Service in crafting 
these updates to our cyber crime laws 
and the legislation added as an amend-
ment to the Former Vice President 
Protection Act has the strong support 
of these Federal agencies and the sup-
port of a broad coalition of business, 
high tech and consumer groups. The 
bill as amended to include these crit-
ical cyber crime provisions is a good, 
bipartisan bill that will help to better 
protect our Nation’s leaders and to bet-
ter protect all Americans from the 
growing threat of identity theft and 
other cyber crimes. 

I thank Senator SPECTER for his hard 
work on this legislation. I also thank 
Senators BIDEN and HATCH and the bi-
partisan coalition of Senators who 
have joined with us to ensure its pas-
sage. In addition, I thank House Judici-
ary Committee Chairman CONYERS and 
Congressman BOBBY SCOTT for their as-
sistance in enacting this bill. I also 
thank Majority Leader REID, House 
Majority Leader HOYER and House Ma-
jority Whip CLYBURN for their leader-
ship in advancing this legislation. 
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