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Lastly, I thank the many high tech, 
business and consumer organizations 
who have worked so hard to enact this 
legislation to better protect the pri-
vacy and security of American con-
sumers and American businesses. I en-
courage the President to promptly sign 
this important criminal legislation 
into law. 
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REMEMBERING MUNIR SAID 
THALIB 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, last 
week marked the fourth anniversary of 
the tragic death of Munir Said Thalib, 
one of Indonesia’s leading human 
rights defenders. Munir was powerful 
voice who brought attention to the 
human rights violations committed by 
Indonesia’s military in East Timor, 
Papua, and Aceh Province during and 
after the rule of President Suharto. He 
founded the Commission for Disappear-
ances and Victims of Violence 
(Kontras) and championed account-
ability and justice on behalf of the vic-
tims of ‘‘disappearances’’ during the 
final days of the regime in the late 
1990s. Munir, 37, was poisoned with ar-
senic while traveling from Jakarta to 
Amsterdam to study international hu-
manitarian law. 

Munir as a singular figure who in-
spired crowds with his impassioned 
pleas for nonviolence, worked with pro-
gressive elements in the military even 
while challenging army abuses, and 
made a point of using himself as an ex-
ample to inspire others. By refusing to 
show fear in the face of threats and in-
timidation, including several attempts 
on his life, he served as a model for 
those otherwise afraid to stand up to 
human rights violators. 

Now, 4 years after Munir’s untimely 
death, there is promise that those re-
sponsible for his murder will be 
brought to justice. Despite delays and 
setbacks, two of those charged have 
now been convicted, but those who 
planned the assassination remained at 
large. Now, 3 years after a fact-finding 
team established by current President 
Yudhoyono discovered evidence of in-
volvement by officials of the State In-
telligence Agency, a retired general 
and former senior intelligence officer is 
on trial for his alleged role in the 
crime. This trial is an opportunity for 
Munir’s friends and family, for the In-
donesian Government, and for the citi-
zens of Indonesia, to obtain a fair ac-
counting of the facts and application of 
the law. I note with appreciation the 
work of the investigators in the case so 
far and convey my strongest support 
for a fair, timely and transparent proc-
ess and a just outcome for all con-
cerned. 

President Yudhoyono has called the 
case a test for Indonesia, and Munir’s 
supporters similarly argue that ‘‘jus-
tice for Munir is justice for all.’’ The 
willingness of the government to inves-

tigate the role of senior staff at the 
State Intelligence Agency is a signifi-
cant step forward, and I hope it is an 
indication of increased accountability 
more generally. Those who committed 
human rights abuses must be identified 
and brought to justice, both to provide 
a sense of closure for victims who suf-
fered these atrocities as well as to set 
the important precedent that human 
and political rights play an important 
role in today’s Indonesia. I encourage 
the Indonesian Government to under-
take similar investigations for other 
crimes, and urge them to do so in a 
timely and fair manner. 

The decision to undertake this trial 
is an important indicator of the gov-
ernment’s commitment to address on-
going human rights abuses, and to pro-
tect human rights activists. I am hope-
ful this will be the beginning of a more 
systematic process that prioritizes 
basic human rights and the rule of law 
and recognizes that Indonesia has yet 
to deal effectively with past human 
rights violations in Aceh, East Timor, 
Papua, Jakarta, and elsewhere. I hope 
the resolution of Munir’s case will be a 
blow against impunity and provide an 
opportunity to promote much-needed 
military and intelligence reform. Indo-
nesia has made positive reforms since 
the end of the Suharto regime, but 
must continue to develop proper mech-
anisms for accountability, to ensure 
that such human rights abuses are not 
repeated. 

Indonesia continues to be an impor-
tant ally of the United States and we 
must work toward a strong and effec-
tive partnership, particularly as we 
seek to combat extremism around the 
globe. It is in the national interest of 
both countries for Indonesia to success-
fully complete its process of reform 
and democratization. However, this 
strengthening relationship must not 
come at the expense of a principled 
stance on human rights and account-
ability. As we commemorate Munir’s 
death, we must remember that part of 
this commemoration includes address-
ing the continuing legacy of Indo-
nesia’s recent authoritarian past. 
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IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
over 1,000, are heartbreaking and 
touching. To respect their efforts, I am 
submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through energy_prices@crapo.senate. 
gov to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
This is not an issue that will be easily 
resolved, but it is one that deserves im-
mediate and serious attention, and Ida-
hoans deserve to be heard. Their sto-
ries not only detail their struggles to 
meet everyday expenses but also have 

suggestions and recommendations as to 
what Congress can do now to tackle 
this problem and find solutions that 
last beyond today. I ask unanimous 
consent to have today’s letters printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Soaring gasoline prices are putting a tight-
er and tighter pinch on our pocket book for 
transportation needs. We’ve taken many 
steps to reduce the cost of fuel including re-
ducing the way we drive as well as where and 
how often we drive. Savings from these 
steps, however, have not caused a reduction 
in our fuel costs. Rather the cost of fuel has 
jumped so rapidly, that these efficiencies are 
almost invisible. 

We have an older home which needs a new 
roof but the cost of composition shingles has 
risen so significantly that other areas of our 
budget, if possible, will have to make up the 
difference. The aging process bringing the 
shingles to the end of their life is not slow-
ing so a replacement delay is not possible. 
Working against these circumstances is the 
escalating price of petroleum products. 

The price of products we purchase from the 
grocery store has risen in correlation with 
fuel costs. Our food budget is being strained 
to the limit because the cost of transpor-
tation to deliver the products to the grocery 
story is much more. 

We have been advised by government in 
some communities that the cost of public 
services, e.g. law enforcement and fire pro-
tection will have to be decreased or curtailed 
because of the extreme jump in the cost of 
gasoline. We envision our property as well as 
persons becoming less safe. 

We are thankful there are security regula-
tions in place that prevent investors from 
being ripped off by unscrupulous people. At 
the same time, we are extremely concerned 
that in today’s world speculators in com-
modities can manipulate the market. Why 
cannot the US Government take action im-
mediately to bring control to such activity? 
Wouldn’t this be a good place to start and 
one where something could happen quickly? 

We were citizens of Washington State sev-
eral decades ago when a governmental enti-
ty, Washington Public Power and Supply 
System (WPPSS) attempted to construct nu-
clear power plants according to the wishes of 
the citizens. We watched millions and mil-
lions of hard-earned public dollars go down 
the drain as environmentalists’ voices were 
given audience and commitments. We lit-
erally witnessed the promise of nuclear en-
ergy disappear. One of us was employed in 
State Government. One of our sons is now 
employed in a nuclear energy support posi-
tion and we have an in-depth understanding 
of the benefits as well as risks. The fear tac-
tics used by environmentalists (not facts and 
data) drove the actions of government. 

We have a sleeping giant available in nu-
clear energy and facts and data, not emo-
tions needs to govern our elected officials’ 
decisions. The problems with energy are not 
new and have been spoken of frequently 
since we were born in the late 30’s and early 
40’s. We would hope our Senators and mem-
bers of Congress would wake up and do that 
which is best for today and tomorrow. 

In a short 9.3 year period, the cost of reg-
ular grade gasoline has risen from $0.899 per 
gallon to $4.079 today. That is a 430% in-
crease in cost. At the beginning of this pe-
riod, we had time to make changes but have 
squandered them away with political pos-
turing and contention. 
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