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take kids to music lessons, dentist, eye doc-
tor, little league games, the library, etc. and 
as much as possible she combine trips to con-
serve fuel. We may eat out as a family once 
a month. 

In addition to soaring gas prices, Idaho 
Power was approved for another 6% hike for 
electrical rates. Intermountain Gas also re-
cently implemented a similar rate hike. My 
property taxes in Meridian went up 40% per 
year in 2006 and 2007. 

Senator, we are financially squeezed in so 
many ways it would seem unbelievable if it 
weren’t true. We grow a few vegetables in 
our small garden. We buy goods in bulk when 
we can. We use coupons and watch for the 
best sales. We do not have cable TV or high- 
speed internet. My wife cuts everyone’s hair 
but her own. We live very frugally and frank-
ly we are just getting by. But let me also 
say, by God’s grace, we are a happy family. 

I look at the stimulus money we received 
as a way to pay off some credit card debt 
we’ve accumulated. We have little savings 
with the poor economy. So with the stimulus 
money we’ll buy gas, put food on the table, 
pay for the roof over our head, buy the kids 
some clothes we could not get at the local 
thrift store. Maybe have some money left 
over to go out to dinner once or twice or see 
a movie in a theater for the first time this 
year. It certainly cannot be used for many 
luxuries as our buying power is shrinking 
day-by-day due to the high cost of energy 
driving up the cost of everything from food 
and fuel to goods and services. 

Senator, I am sad to say, you and your col-
leagues in the House and Senate, Republican 
and Democrat alike, are for the most part re-
sponsible for America’s poor economic condi-
tion especially as it relates to energy costs. 
You have the influence and power to make 
positive changes but you thus far have re-
fused to do anything but blame the energy 
companies and demand that automakers 
manufacture cars that nobody wants to buy. 
Stop blaming energy producing companies 
for high energy costs when it is largely the 
fault of Congress for overregulation, high 
taxation, and prevention of domestic acqui-
sition! 

Why don’t you actually do something to 
end this crisis? You proffer wind and solar 
power which are currently very inefficient, 
expensive and are decades away from having 
any real impact on our plight. You fund pub-
lic transportation that only benefits the 
very urban areas. You subsidize burning our 
food supply (corn)—which drives up food 
prices—to produce ethanol which creates 
more pollution due to energy used in its pro-
duction and its inefficiency in our auto-
mobile engines. You allow our economic pol-
icy to be controlled by the Marxist groups in 
our country, i.e. environmentalists, liberal 
special interest groups, and the political 
media that have no other desire than to turn 
our wonderful democracy backward (eco-
nomically) that it may become the utopian 
socialist state they idolize. 

You asked for my solutions to help the 
American people out of this crisis. Please 
note that my suggestions, unlike those typ-
ical of Congress, will not cost the American 
taxpayers anything. They are as follows: 

1. The President needs to address the 
American people and declare an Economic 
State of Emergency and by Executive Order 
mandate immediate and drastic measures to 
increase domestic fuel production (oil, nat-
ural gas, coal). 

2. Drill for oil in the USA now! Alaska, 
Montana, Wyoming, off-shore, anywhere 
there are great reserves of oil and natural 

gas. We can drill in more efficient and envi-
ronmentally friendly ways than any other 
nation. We do not need to fund private com-
panies to produce more energy, just get out 
of their way and allow them to do it! Net 
charge to taxpayers: $0. 

3. Fast track building of oil refineries. 
Eliminate years of red tape. Look at con-
verting existing moth-balled military instal-
lations near ports and energy sources. Just 
permit private companies to do it. Net 
charge to taxpayers: $0. 

4. Mandate a single environmental friendly 
blend of gasoline for all of the USA. Elimi-
nate the six summer/winter blends of fuel for 
different US regions which create artificial 
shortages and inflate prices due to limited 
refining capacities and inability to legally 
use particular blends outside EPA specified 
areas. Just have all the states use the one 
blend that works the best. Net charge to tax-
payers: $0. 

5. Stop mandating burning our food for 
fuel! Corn used for ethanol is driving up the 
cost of everything we eat just as fast as oil 
prices drive up the cost of transporting 
them. Congress is to blame for this! This 
year, for the first time in history, the USA 
will import wheat to feed its citizens. This is 
an outrage! Do not continue to subsidize eth-
anol! Net charge to taxpayers: $0. 

6. Stop wasting taxpayer money by buying 
carbon credits for the federal government. 
Ridiculous waste of taxpayer money! Need I 
say more? Net charge to taxpayers: $0. 

7. Remove the pending phase-out of (inex-
pensive) incandescent bulbs in favor of the 
costly and toxic fluorescent bulbs. That 
phase-out appeared in the last so-called ‘‘en-
ergy bill.’’ Net charge to taxpayers: $0. 

8. Do not increase taxes on oil companies. 
Taxes have never produced one drop of oil. 
Stop punishing the companies that make our 
economy possible. Remember your history? 
American ingenuity coupled with cheap, 
abundant energy resources built this coun-
try! Net cost to taxpayers: $0. 

9. Denounce those who would legislate 
based on the man-made global warming envi-
ronmental hoax. Every government man-
dated policy that flows from this unproven, 
unscientific, misguided environmental ‘‘reli-
gion’’ drags the economy down further. The 
latest word from the scientific community is 
the globe is now cooling. Go figure! Net cost 
to taxpayers: $0. 

If we work together, we can rebuild Amer-
ica into the strong nation it once was by put-
ting it back on the road to energy independ-
ence. But Congress must be willing to act 
now; by swallowing its collective pride and 
by removing obstacles that hinder our poten-
tial for economic success from becoming re-
ality. 

VANCE, Meridian. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CONGRATULATING HAWAII’S 2008 
LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD SERIES 
CHAMPIONS 

∑ Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I con-
gratulate our Little League team from 
Waipio, HI, for winning the 2008 Little 
League World Series last month in Wil-
liamsport, PA. 

On Sunday, August 24, the Waipio 
Little League team from West Oahu 
defeated international division cham-
pion Matamoros, Mexico in the Little 

League World Series Championship 
game, by a score of 12 to 3. 

Led by pitcher Caleb Duhay, who 
struck out seven, and infielder Tanner 
Tokunaga, who hit two home runs, the 
team from Waipio scored first and 
never trailed. Outfielder Iolana Akau 
added another Waipio home run and 
made a spectacular diving catch late in 
the game to lock in Waipio’s victory. 

Waipio’s team roster includes Mat-
thew Yap, Kainoa Fong, Ulumano 
Farm, Christian Donahue. Iolana 
Akau, Trevor Ling, Jordan Ulep, Caleb 
Duhay, Jedd Andrade, Tanner 
Tokunaga, Pikai Winchester, Keelen 
Obedoza, and Khade Paris. The team is 
led by manager Timo Donahue and 
coaches Kiha Akau and Gregg 
Tsugawa. 

Waipio went undefeated in the Little 
League World Series Tournament, 
beating seven U.S. teams to get into 
the U.S. Championship game. Hawaii 
beat a spirited team from Lake 
Charles, LA, 7 to 5, in an exciting, 
come-from-behind victory, to advance 
to the World Championship game. 

I am proud of their impressive vic-
tory but more so of the humility and 
sportsmanship that the team from 
Waipio displayed as they won with 
aloha. I recognize the sacrifices made 
by the coaches, family members, and 
friends, who worked hard to help these 
youngsters follow their dreams. I ap-
plaud them all and wish them the best 
in future endeavors, both on the field 
and off.∑ 
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER PARKWAY 
COMMISSION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, when I 
visit eastern Iowa, I often drive along 
the Mississippi River. And there, on 
any given day, one can visit this area 
and marvel at the sight of the mighty 
Mississippi River winding its way 
south from Lake Itaska in Minnesota 
toward the Gulf of Mexico—a total dis-
tance of over 2,500 miles. From this 
vantage point, high above the river, 
you see pleasure boaters and fishermen 
spending the day on the water. You can 
see river barges carrying Iowa corn and 
soybeans to far away markets. And 
most importantly, you see that this is 
a national treasure that needs to be 
protected and preserved for all genera-
tions to come. 

The Mississippi Parkway Commission 
was created in 1938 in order to develop 
and oversee what was at that time 
called the Mississippi River Parkway. 
The Parkway Commission is the only 
organization connecting all 10 States 
bordering the Mississippi River, with a 
mission devoted to promoting, pre-
serving, and enhancing the resources of 
the Mississippi River Valley, and to de-
veloping the amenities of the Great 
River Road. 

This year, 10 States, including my 
home State of Iowa, will celebrate the 
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