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70th anniversary of the Mississippi 
River Parkway Commission and the 
Great River Road. Among the many ac-
complishments of the commision of the 
past 70 years are the development of a 
Great River Road Interpretive Center 
Network, a consumer Web site, and Na-
tional Scenic Byway designation for 
the majority of the Great River Road. 
In carrying out its duties, the commis-
sion has partnered with a number of 
Federal agencies, including the Na-
tional Forest Service, the National 
Park Service, the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. 

On the occasion of its anniversary, I 
wish to congratulate the Mississippi 
River Parkway Commission, as well as 
the commission’s new national Pilot, 
Patsi Ramicitti from Bettendorf, IA. I 
am pleased that Patsi’s energy and 
dedication to advancing one of the re-
gion’s most vital assets are being rec-
ognized. May her efforts and those of 
all past, present and future members of 
the commission continue to strengthen 
the knowledge of and access to the in-
credible natural resources offered by 
the mighty Mississippi.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FRANCES LANDERS 

∑ Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, it is with 
great honor that I would like to recog-
nize remarkable contributions of 91- 
year-old Frances Landers of El Dorado, 
AR. At a time when most people con-
sider retirement, Frances dedicated the 
past 30 years of her life to making edu-
cation accessible to the children of 
Haiti. Through her selfless years of 
service, Frances’ work and formation 
of the Haiti Education Foundation 
have opened educational doors of op-
portunity for hundreds of children who 
otherwise might never have learned to 
read. 

Frances visited Haiti this past April 
to say her goodbyes, for this was most 
likely her last visit. She first came to 
Haiti in 1977 as a medical volunteer 
with her late husband Dr. Gardner 
Landers, an ophthalmologist, to help 
people with cataract problems. Dr. and 
Mrs. Landers began making two trips a 
year, providing surgery and eyeglasses 
to the Haitian people. During these vis-
its, she met Father Jean-Wilfrid Al-
bert, a chaplain of the mission hos-
pital. Through Father Albert and her 
numerous mission trips, Frances dis-
covered that many villages had no 
school and most citizens were illit-
erate. Impassioned to make a dif-
ference, Frances returned to Arkansas 
and began raising money. Through her 
dedication, perseverance and convic-
tion, she soon launched one school, and 
over time, many others followed. 

Because of her establishment of the 
Haiti Education Foundation, there are 
now 40 primary schools and 10 sec-

ondary schools, which are currently 
educating more than 11,000 Haitian 
children. Through donations and schol-
arships, the foundation provides 
schooling, hot lunches, shoes, school 
uniforms, textbooks, Creole bibles, 
milk, and goats for families. These 
schools set the foundation for students 
to enroll in universities and pursue ca-
reers that allow them to break past 
poverty barriers. 

Ms. Landers continues to raise 
awareness and funding to ensure the 
foundation’s success. She has lived in 
service to the people of Haiti and is an 
extraordinary example of what can be 
achieved when committed to a worth-
while endeavor. Today, I honor and 
thank Frances Landers for her con-
tinual interest in others and inspiring 
those around her to do the same.∑ 
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HONORING SOJOURNER 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I wish to 
congratulate the exceptional educators 
at Sojourner Elementary School of 
Milwaukie, OR. Last week, Intel Cor-
poration named Sojourner the ‘‘Star 
Innovator’’ among six winners of the 
2008 Intel Schools of Distinction 
Awards and among hundreds of appli-
cants who entered the competition. 

Intel Corporation chose Sojourner El-
ementary because of its 
groundbreaking teaching strategies in 
mathematics and the marked improve-
ment of its young math students. Or-
egon State Assessment data indicate 
that mathematics achievement at So-
journer has steadily improved over the 
past 4 years. Sojourner uses an innova-
tive ‘‘team teaching’’ approach. At 
each level, at least one teacher com-
pletes additional coursework and train-
ing in mathematics. This ongoing pro-
fessional development has resulted in 
teachers specializing in content and 
academic knowledge in mathematics. 

Increasingly, technology is playing 
an important role in the classroom, 
and teachers at Sojourner are using it 
effectively to excite and engage stu-
dents. Computers at Sojourner are 
equipped with the software necessary 
to complete computer-based units from 
the school’s math curriculum, and 
teachers are trained to implement 
these units. With Intel’s Star Inno-
vator award, Sojourner Elementary 
will receive additional funds, products, 
and services to continue its unique pro-
gram. 

Sojourner also involves parents in 
the learning process, a proven strategy 
for improving the performance of 
young students. Newsletters produced 
at each level inform parents as to the 
specific content in class so that par-
ents can provide appropriate support at 
home. All families have math ‘‘kits’’ at 
home so that students can continue to 
develop ideas at the conceptual level. 
Families also have access to the dis-

trict Web site, where the online Stu-
dent Learning Center provides valuable 
resources for practice activities at a 
variety of levels. 

In the field of education, there is no 
single path to success. That is why it is 
important to highlight those programs 
like Sojourner’s that are successful and 
reward their efforts. Intel’s work in 
promoting mathematics and science 
education comes at a critical time 
when America needs more engineers 
and more mathematicians to stay com-
petitive in a globalizing economy. I am 
grateful to the teachers at Sojourner 
Elementary who have worked so hard 
to set a new standard in math edu-
cation and that Intel has taken on the 
responsibility of awarding these re-
markable achievements. Our Nation 
benefits tremendously from sharing 
these best practices, and I am proud to 
honor the exceptional work that So-
journer Elementary is doing to educate 
our Nation’s children and the future 
leaders of America.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. DORGAN, from the Committee on 

Indian Affairs, with amendments: 
S. 1255. A bill to protect Indian arts and 

crafts through the improvement of applica-
ble criminal proceedings, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 110–460). 

By Mr. INOUYE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with amendments: 

S. 2332. A bill to promote transparency in 
the adoption of new media ownership rules 
by the Federal Communications Commis-
sion, and to establish an independent panel 
to make recommendations on how to in-
crease the representation of women and mi-
norities in broadcast media ownership (Rept. 
No. 110–461). 

By Mr. DORGAN, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, without amendment: 

S. 531. A bill to repeal section 10(f) of Pub-
lic Law 93–531, commonly known as the 
‘‘Bennett Freeze’’ (Rept. No. 110–462). 

By Mr. REID (for Mr. BIDEN), from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, with 
amendments: 

H.R. 176. To authorize the establishment of 
educational exchange and development pro-
grams for member countries of the Caribbean 
Community (CARICOM) (Rept. No. 110–463). 
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