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Fund, more than $70,000 has been contrib-
uted to various causes. The Association also 
sponsors numerous youth sports teams and 
offers free use of their hall for, among many 
things, school bingos, sports affairs, and com-
munity fundraisers. It is not an exaggeration to 
say that the Association and the Auxiliary 
have not only realized the vision of the found-
ing members, but have far exceeded them. 

For their many invaluable contributions, I am 
proud to stand today to pay tribute to the 
membership—past and present-—of the West 
Haven Italian-American Civic Association and 
Auxiliary as they mark their golden anniver-
sary. I have no doubt that they and future gen-
erations of members will continue to make a 
difference in the lives of others leaving an in-
delible mark on our community. My very best 
wishes for another 50 years of success! 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE POLISH LEGION 
OF AMERICAN VETERANS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the Polish Legion of Amer-
ican Veterans (PLAV) on the occasion of their 
39th Biennial National Convention and in rec-
ognition of their dedication to veterans’ issues 
and to the community. I am proud to be an 
honorary member of the Polish Legion of 
American Veterans and of the leadership of 
the National Commander, Ernest Stetz. 

PLAV, founded in 1920, is comprised of 
American veterans of Polish descent who ac-
tively engage in the community through edu-
cation, charitable and civic activities. In addi-
tion to civic engagement, founding PLAV 
members worked for an independent Poland, 
in congruence with President Woodrow Wil-
son’s ‘‘Fourteen Points.’’ President Ronald 
Reagan signed an Act of Congress, P.L. 98– 
372, on July 23, 1984, granting the Polish Le-
gion of America a Federal Charter. There are 
over five posts in my congressional district 
which host events and volunteer within the 
community, with dozens more around the 
country. 

The members of PLAV work collectively to 
ensure that all those who served our country 
are provided with benefits and work with Con-
gress to support legislation necessary to en-
suring that veterans receive these benefits. 
This year’s National Convention features Rob-
ert Kupiecki, Ambassador and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Poland. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of the Polish Legion of American 
Veterans and in recognition of their out-
standing community service and dedication to 
our Nation’s veterans. Their involvement in the 
community is invaluable; may their work in the 
community serve as an example for us all. 

CONGRATULATING U.S. OLYM-
PIANS JENNIFER KAIDO AND 
BEEZIE MADDEN UPON THEIR 
PARTICIPATION IN THE 2008 
OLYMPIC GAMES IN BEIJING, 
CHINA 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Jennifer Kaido and Beezie 
Madden upon their accomplishments as par-
ticipants in the 2008 Summer Olympics in Bei-
jing, China. These athletes embody the true 
spirit of the Olympic games and I am proud to 
represent them. 

Jennifer Kaido grew up in West Leyden, 
New York and is a 1999 graduate of Adiron-
dack High School. In Beijing, Jennifer com-
peted as a rower in the Women’s Quadruple 
Sculls and her crew finished ranked fifth in the 
world. Beezie Madden, a resident of 
Cazenovia, New York competing with her 
horse, Authentic, brought home two medals as 
a member of the U.S. Equestrian Team. 

Jennifer Kaido began her Olympic participa-
tion on August 10, 2008, when her Quadruple 
Sculls’ crew finished third in their initial heat. 
In the repechage, they finished in second 
place, which qualified them for the finals. In 
the finals, the American crew valiantly rowed 
their way to an impressive fifth place finish. 

At one time Jennifer’s journey to Beijing 
seemed unlikely. It is my understanding that 
Jennifer had never rowed prior to trying out for 
the crew team her senior year at Cornell. She 
is proof positive that through hard work and 
determination anything is truly possible. Her 
rapid ascension in her sport to the level of 
Olympian is simply amazing. Moreover, it has 
been widely accounted that Jennifer competed 
in China with a level-headed attitude along 
with a deep love for her family and commu-
nity. 

Beezie Madden returns home from Beijing 
as one of the world’s greatest equestrian 
jumpers. She followed up on her gold medal 
performance in the 2004 Olympic Games in 
Athens by again earning gold in the Team 
jumping competition. Astride her horse, Au-
thentic, she also won a bronze medal in the 
individual jumping competition. In addition to 
these accomplishments, Beezie has earned 
many accolades throughout her career, includ-
ing being named the U.S. Equestrian Federa-
tion Equestrian of the Year in consecutive 
years; she also has been named the American 
Grand Prix Association Rider of the Year and 
the U.S. Olympic Committee’s Equestrian of 
the Year. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to have the 
opportunity to extend my sincere congratula-
tions to Jennifer and Beezie upon their accom-
plishments. They represented our Nation and 
the residents of central and northern New 
York extraordinarily well and I wish them all 
the best in their future endeavors. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE FIF-
TEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA CHAPTER 
OF THE NATIONAL COALITION 
OF 100 BLACK WOMEN 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it 
is an honor for me to rise today to recognize 
the 15th anniversary of the Pensacola Chapter 
of the National Coalition of 100 Black Women. 
The NCBW of Pensacola is involved intimately 
in a wide variety of social, religious, economic, 
and political facets of northwest Florida, and I 
am proud to recognize its 15 years of service 
to the Pensacola community. 

The National Coalition of 100 Black Women 
is a service and advocacy organization that 
supports women of color who want to work to-
wards solutions on issues of concern to Afri-
can-American women and youth. Started in 
1971 by a small group of dedicated women 
from New York, the National Coalition of 100 
Black Women quickly grew to over 900 mem-
bers and organized as a broad national serv-
ice group in 1981. 

The National Coalition installed the Pensa-
cola Chapter on October 1, 1993 with 38 local 
women as its founding members. The chap-
ter’s mission is to empower African-American 
women and youth through programs that meet 
their diverse needs. These programs are tar-
geted to support black women at key stages 
in life and include important activities such as 
youth mentorship and community service. 

Recent examples of the Pensacola Chapter 
role in the community include its Annual Hat 
Show and Luncheon to raise money for col-
lege scholarships targeted to African-American 
high school seniors. This event features a 
fashion show of fancy and unique hats and at-
tracts over 500 people each year. Over the 
past six years, the Hat Show has raised over 
$50,000 for scholarships and has helped close 
to 100 students launch their college careers. 
Another key NCBW activity is its Adopt-A- 
School and Mentoring Program. Each coalition 
member is paired with a student from a par-
ticular school and provides advice and guid-
ance to that student throughout the year. 

For 15 years, the Pensacola Chapter of the 
National Coalition of 100 Black Women has 
provided vital service to the people of north-
west Florida. Their devotion to empowering Af-
rican-American women is a true testament to 
the ability of our citizens to work together in 
order to better our lives and our country. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am proud to recognize the 
Pensacola Chapter of the National Coalition of 
100 Black Women for its 15 years of dedi-
cated service to its community. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 15:15 Mar 21, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR08\E15SE8.000 E15SE8W
R

ei
er

-A
vi

le
s 

on
 D

S
K

J8
S

O
Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 1419088 September 15, 2008 
IN REMEMBRANCE OF 

COUNCILWOMAN FANNIE LEWIS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Councilwoman 
Fannie Lewis, an outspoken leader and pro-
foundly respected member of the Greater 
Cleveland Community, and to honor a life 
spent in service to her community. 

One of Cleveland’s longest-serving Council 
Members, Councilwoman Lewis was known 
for her unfailing support and activism for the 
working class residents of the Greater Cleve-
land Area. Recognized as a ‘‘neighborhood 
activist,’’ she emerged as the prominent voice 
for the economically disadvantaged in Cleve-
land, fighting for their rights regardless of the 
opposition. Councilwoman Lewis began her 
career in public service fighting for civil rights 
and equality in the Hough neighborhood in 
Cleveland as a recruiter for the Neighborhood 
Youth Corps during the 1960s. After helping 
local residents find work and through the 
Youth Corps, she continued her activism for 
the residents of Hough Avenue during her ten-
ure in Cleveland’s City Council. 

She joined the City Council in 1980 and im-
mediately began working on renovating Hough 
Avenue. Councilwoman Lewis worked tire-
lessly on housing development in several 
neighborhoods, pushing for new apartments 
and houses as well as a large nursing home 
in Eliza Bryant Village. She challenged local 
residents to keep their neighborhoods clean. 
Her tenacious voice for those with educational 
and economic needs stood in stark contrast to 
her personable disposition that enabled her to 
work closely with the residents she rep-
resented. Her leadership skills affected all of 
those around her and she worked around the 
clock encouraging her residents to stand up 
for their needs and beliefs. 

In addition to her activism for housing and 
economic development in Cleveland, Council-
woman Lewis pushed for school vouchers for 
her residents in City Council, giving economi-
cally disadvantaged students and their families 
the opportunity to attend private schools. The 
Supreme Court ruled in favor of Council-
woman Lewis’s program in 2002, upholding 
her voucher program. In 2003, the Fannie 
Lewis Law, which requires that city residents 
constitute at least 20 percent of the workforce 
on any construction projects that receive con-
tracts worth $100,000 or more, was passed. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in celebrating the life of Councilwoman 
Fannie Lewis, whose career in public service 
is a shining example for public officials and 
women everywhere. May her pioneering char-
acter and exemplary life serve as an example 
for all of us to follow. 

THE RETIREMENT OF SAMMIE C. 
TWITTY, COMMAND SUITE AND 
DIRECTOR OF NURSING SERV-
ICES SECRETARY, NAVAL HOS-
PITAL, PENSACOLA, FLORIDA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to honor the service of Ms. Sammie C. 
Twitty on her retirement as the command suite 
and director of nursing services secretary, 
Naval Hospital, Pensacola, Florida in August 
2008. Ms. Twitty completed an honorable ca-
reer of over 40 years dedicated to the Federal 
Civil Service and served as executive assist-
ant to 11 commanding officers during her ten-
ure. 

Ms. Twitty’s dedication and influence on the 
overall mission of the hospital ensured the 
command was professionally and personally 
well received throughout the Pensacola area. 
Her advice on protocol matters, fitness re-
ports, travel, and correspondence was vital to 
the success of every commanding officer 
since her arrival in the command suite. She 
fluidly managed schedules to accommodate 
complex arrangements and difficult scenarios. 
Directly responsible for the smooth flow and 
operation of the front office, she skillfully man-
aged challenging situations with care and 
thoughtfulness in mind at all times. 

Throughout her many years of service she 
has been the go to person for all administra-
tive functions and greatly enhanced the quality 
of office operations wherever she worked. She 
had a direct, positive influence on many young 
sailors and civil service personnel by distin-
guishing herself as a loyal, honest, hard-
working individual. Her outstanding service 
has paved the way and set the standard for all 
who follow. Ms. Twitty’s exceptional profes-
sional abilities, dedication, attention to detail, 
initiative, and loyal dedication to duty reflect 
great credit upon herself and were in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the United States 
naval service. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, Vicki and I would like to con-
gratulate Sammie Twitty on her retirement and 
wish her many more years of success and 
happiness. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, due to personal 
matters, today I missed rollcall vote No. 585 
on approving the Journal, rollcall vote No. 586 
on H. Res. 1420 regarding the anniversary of 
the 9/11 attacks, rollcall vote No. 587 on final 
passage of H.R. 6532 to restore the highway 
trust fund balance, and rollcall vote No. 588 
on the motion to adjourn the House. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
each of these four rollcall votes. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SOCIETY 
OF THE DONAUSCHWABEN’S 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the Society of the 
Donauschwaben on the occasion of its 50th 
anniversary. The group is celebrating 50 out-
standing years of preserving German culture 
on August 9, 2008 with a beautiful gala, fea-
turing traditional German dishes and dancing. 

Over the past 50 years, the Society of the 
Donauschwaben has greatly enhanced Cleve-
land’s diverse community in numerous ways. 
Donauschwaben’s German-American Cultural 
Center in Olmsted Township is an epicenter of 
German culture in Ohio. The center provides 
extensive classes in German for young chil-
dren, teens, and adults and displays traditional 
German costumes, relics, books, and photo-
graphs. The group is also the umbrella organi-
zation for several clubs that share German tra-
ditions with the Greater Cleveland community 
through cultural events and programs through-
out the year. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in recognizing the Society of the 
Donauschwaben and congratulating them on 
50 years of sharing German culture with the 
Greater Cleveland community. Their contribu-
tions exemplify the diversity and culture that 
our community is so fortunate to possess. 

f 

COMMEMORATING TALA DE 
WYNTER FOR SIGNIFICANT CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO THE NAPA VAL-
LEY COMMUNITY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Tala De 
Wynter, who has been a pioneer in the Napa 
County community and is being honored today 
at the Napa County Hispanic Network 25th 
Anniversary Gala. 

De Wynter was born and educated in Lima, 
Peru. She has resided in Napa since 1965 
with her husband and two children. Since 
coming to Napa, De Wynter has invested her 
time in helping others, in creating opportunities 
and bridging the communication gap in the 
Latino community. In the 1970s, the Napa Val-
ley was in need of inexpensive healthcare for 
farm workers and the low-income community. 
De Wynter, along with other community mem-
bers established Community Health Clinic Ole. 
What started off as a small clinic in Rutherford 
has generated six sites, with six full-time doc-
tors, 10 mid-level providers, and this year it re-
ceived 1.3 million dollars from Auction Napa 
Valley. 

Continuing the tradition of providing for oth-
ers, she served as the director of El Centro de 
Informacion (The Center for Information). The 
Centro was viewed as a controversial organi-
zation for providing services exclusively to the 
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