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CHATSWORTH TRAIN CRASH 

TRAGEDY 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, on Fri-
day, September 12, 2008, a Metrolink com-
muter train collided with a freight train near 
Chatsworth, California. Most of the pas-
sengers were residents of my congressional 
district, on their way home from the Los Ange-
les area. Twenty-five people have been killed 
and many more critically injured. It was the 
deadliest train accident in this country in fif-
teen years. 

It is also the second deadly crash on this 
commuter line in three years. This one how-
ever, was much worse. As gas prices have 
skyrocketed, Southern California commuters 
have increasingly turned to rail service. 
Among the dead and injured are law enforce-
ment personnel, educators, civil servants, stu-
dents, and others, who were doing their best 
to save time and money while avoiding some 
of the worst congestion in the country. As re-
ports continue to come in regarding the cause 
of this tragedy, my neighbors in Simi Valley, 
Thousand Oaks, Moorpark, Camarillo, Ven-
tura, Santa Paula, and other communities in 
Ventura County now mourn for their loved 
ones. 

I would like to express my condolences to 
the families of those who lost their lives in this 
tragedy and offer comfort to those who are in-
jured. I assure them we will do everything we 
can to determine the cause and to ensure that 
something like this never happens again. 

f 

ON THE BIRTH OF ALEXANDER 
JACOB LEE AIMAR 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I am happy to congratulate Allen and 
Amber Aimar on the birth of their new baby 
boy. Alexander Jacob Lee Aimar was born on 
September 11, 2008, weighing five pounds 
and five ounces. He has been born into a lov-
ing home, where he will be raised by parents 
who are devoted to his well-being and bright 
future. 

His father, Allen, serves as the military leg-
islative assistant in the Office of the Second 
Congressional District of South Carolina. His 
mother, Amber, is a former member of our 
staff who served as deputy campaign man-
ager during my 2001 run for Congress, as a 
field representative, and as our office man-
ager. 

I want to congratulate Alexander’s grand-
parents, Pete and Andi Riddell of Westerville, 
Ohio, Allen and Deborah Aimar of Johnson 
City, Tennessee, and Greg and Marian 
Erickson of Beaufort, South Carolina. On be-
half of my wife Roxanne, and our entire family, 
we want to wish Allen, Amber, and Alexander 
all the best. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 567: On 
motion to suspend the rules and pass S. 
2403, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted yes. 

I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 568: On 
motion to suspend the rules and pass S. 
2837. Had I been present, I would have voted 
yes. 

I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 569: On 
motion to suspend the rules and pass S. 
2135, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted yes. 

I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 570: On 
motion to suspend the rules and pass H. Con. 
Res. 344, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted yes. 

I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 571: On 
motion to suspend the rules and pass H. Res. 
937, as amended. Had I been present, I would 
have voted yes. 

I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 572: On 
motion to suspend the rules and pass H. Res. 
1069, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted yes. 

I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 573: On 
motion to suspend the rules and pass H. Res. 
1307, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted yes. 

I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 574: On 
motion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 
6168. Had I been present, I would have voted 
yes. 

I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 575: On 
motion to suspend the rules and pass H.R. 
6630, as amended. Had I been present, I 
would have voted yes. 
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HONORING 30 YEARS OF 
HOSPICECARE IN SOUTHERN 
WISCONSIN 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 30th anniversary of 
HospiceCare Inc. From its humble beginnings 
as a small grassroots operation serving a 
handful of patients in Southern Wisconsin, 
Dane County Hospice, now HospiceCare, has 
grown into an organization that serves over 
400 patients each day throughout the area in 
a variety of settings. HospiceCare’s Madison 
and Janesville locations maintain a staff of 
more than 500 professionals and nearly 1,000 
volunteers. 

The term ‘‘hospice’’ originates from the root 
word ‘‘hospitality.’’ It is with this foundation in 
mind that HospiceCare seeks to carry out its 
mission of providing quality end-of-life care to 
patients and families coping with life-limiting ill-
nesses. HospiceCare’s comprehensive and 
collaborative team of professionals combines 
expert pain and symptom management with 

compassionate care to ensure that individuals 
diagnosed with life-limiting illnesses live the 
end of their lives in comfort and with dignity, 
whether they are in their own home or in a 
hospital, community based residential facility, 
nursing home, or assisted living facility. 

Since its founding in 1978, HospiceCare has 
become an essential component of our com-
munity’s fabric. As an innovator, educator, and 
above all, a quality care provider, 
HospiceCare has shown the way to a more 
peaceful end-of-life experience for a growing 
number of patients and their loved ones. In 
1995, HospiceCare merged with Janesville 
Team Care to bring HospiceCare’s brand of 
quality and commitment to the Rock County 
area. In the last decade alone, HospiceCare 
has planned, built, and opened the Don and 
Marilyn Anderson HospiceCare Center, the 
only freestanding, inpatient hospice unit in 
Dane County, and more recently, the Ellen & 
Peter Johnson HospiceCare Residence to pro-
vide care to patients in a residential setting on 
the HospiceCare campus. 

These accomplishments have brought 
HospiceCare closer to achieving its long-term 
vision of ‘‘building a community in which ex-
ceptional end-of-life care is accepted, ex-
pected and available to all.’’ I am proud to 
stand with HospiceCare in order to make that 
vision a reality. 

For 30 years of continued service and com-
mitment to families across Wisconsin, I con-
gratulate HospiceCare Inc. and wish all those 
involved many more years of success in the 
future. 
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HONORING THE ACCOMPLISHMENT 
OF ED LOVE 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to make express my gratitude for my fel-
low jazz enthusiast and Detroiter, Ed Love. 
For more than 24 years, Ed Love has de-
lighted listeners with Destination Jazz: The Ed 
Love Program on weekdays from 7 pm to mid-
night on WDET 101.9FM. Ed’s passion for 
jazz and radio extends all the way back to his 
youth in Kansas, when he was an avid listener 
of his mother’s records and hosts like Dick 
Martin of WWL in New Orleans. After grad-
uating from broadcasting school, Ed worked 
for Armed Forces Radio in several states and 
in the Philippines. Starting in 1960, he worked 
at various stations throughout Detroit until join-
ing WDET in 1983. Ed has not only enter-
tained Detroit radio listeners throughout his 
impressive career, but also spent six years 
hosting a nationally syndicated program enti-
tled ‘‘The Evolution of Jazz,’’ educating and 
entertaining listeners on 125 stations from 
coast to coast. 

Ed was honored for his contribution to the 
world of jazz with the ‘‘Distinguished Achieve-
ment Award’’ from the Motor City Music Foun-
dation. Ed was recognized by the Friends of 
the Detroit Institute of Arts with the ‘‘Dr. Alian 
Locke Award’’ in 1999 for his contributions to 
the arts. He’s earned two ‘‘Spirit of Detroit 
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