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against a HIPAA covered entity, despite nu-
merous privacy and security violations. This 
bill strengthens the enforcement of privacy 
and security protections by increasing the 
amount of civil monetary penalties that may be 
levied, requiring the Secretary to levy pen-
alties in cases where violations rise to the 
level of willful neglect, and holding the Sec-
retary accountable for actively enforcing the 
provisions through period audits and reports. 

I recently sat down with the chairman of a 
major medical association, the head of a phy-
sician group practice organization, and two 
former Medicare and Medicaid administra-
tors—one for a Democratic president and the 
other for a Republican president. All four of 
them agreed that without a date certain in law 
by which a uniform, interoperable HIT system 
must be used by all of America’s doctors and 
hospitals, it simply won’t happen. They also 
agreed that, while it won’t be easy, it is vital 
that we form consensus around such legisla-
tion. They, too, acknowledged that a system 
that provides financial incentives for adoption, 
with eventual penalties for failure to adopt, is 
a sensible way to proceed. 

With introduction of the Health-e Information 
Technology Act, I hope that we can move 
from the realm of private discussions to public 
endorsements. I am under no illusions that it 
will be easy to enact a bill like this. While the 
Congressional Budget Office has not yet pro-
vided a score for the legislation, we know that 
it will have significant costs. But down-pay-
ments are required to achieve yield on long- 
term investments. I am confident that a uni-
form HIT system will ultimately lead to dra-
matic improvements in the delivery system 
and reap great savings once it is in place. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle, as well as physician 
and hospital organizations, to enact legislation 
to require the development and adoption of a 
uniform HIT system. We’ve been talking about 
this for decades. It is now time to act. 
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HONORING THE LINCOLN TRAIL 
AREA DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 15, 2008 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay public tribute to the Lincoln 
Trail Area Development District (LTADD), a 
public agency in my congressional district that 
promotes regional economic growth by cre-
ating partnerships with local, civic and govern-
mental leaders. LTADD will mark their 40th 
year of service during ceremonies scheduled 
later this month. 

The Lincoln Trail Area Development District 
was created as a non-profit corporation in 
March 1968. Four years later, the organization 
was designated as a public agency under 
KRS 147a and assigned a development dis-
trict that includes the west-central Kentucky 
counties of Breckinridge, Grayson, Hardin, 
Larue, Marion, Meade, Nelson and Wash-
ington. 

Since its formation, LTADD has adhered to 
a philosophy that conscientious personal at-

tention provided to communities they serve will 
ensure long and mutually beneficial relation-
ships. Their mission to develop innovative, ec-
onomical and socially acceptable solutions to 
difficult community problems remains the 
trademark of LTADD’s success as they begin 
their fourth decade. 

The Lincoln Trail Area Development District 
includes major population centers, businesses, 
and tourism destinations including the birth-
place and boyhood home of Abraham Lincoln 
and the Fort Knox Army Installation. The 
agency continues to play a significant role in 
coordinating community transitional needs re-
sulting from the 2005 BRAC-mandated mis-
sion realignment at Ft. Knox. 

LTADD currently employs a staff of over 40 
planners, administrators and support per-
sonnel who manage a region that includes 
more than 243,000 residents and 35 local gov-
ernment bodies. 

It is my great privilege to recognize the ex-
ceptional board of directors and staff of the 
Lincoln Trail Area Development District for all 
that they do to promote the economic vitality 
of local communities and enhance quality of 
life for those who live and work within the dis-
trict. The objectives and collective achieve-
ments of this special organization are worthy 
of our honor and respect. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16, 2008 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

SEPTEMBER 17 

9:30 a.m. 
Judiciary 

To hold oversight hearings to examine 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

SH–216 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Patrick W. Dunne, of New York, 
to be Under Secretary for Benefits of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

SR–418 
10 a.m. 

Environment and Public Works 
To hold hearings to examine S. 1387, to 

amend the Emergency Planning and 

Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 
to provide for greenhouse gases, S. 2080, 
to amend the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act to ensure that sewage 
treatment plants monitor for and re-
port discharges of raw sewage, H.R. 
1464, to assist in the conservation of 
rare felids and rare canids by sup-
porting and providing financial re-
sources for the conservation programs 
of nations within the range of rare felid 
and rare canid populations and projects 
of persons with demonstrated expertise 
in the conservation of rare felid and 
rare canid populations, H.R. 1771, to as-
sist in the conservation of cranes by 
supporting and providing, through 
projects of persons and organizations 
with expertise in crane conservation, 
financial resources for the conserva-
tion programs of countries the activi-
ties of which directly or indirectly af-
fect cranes and the ecosystems of 
cranes, H.R. 3224, to amend the Na-
tional Dam Safety Program Act to es-
tablish a program to provide grant as-
sistance to States for the rehabilita-
tion and repair of deficient dams, H.R. 
3999 and S. 3338, bills to amend title 23, 
United States Code, to improve the 
safety of Federal-aid highway bridges, 
to strengthen bridge inspection stand-
ards and processes, to increase invest-
ment in the reconstruction of struc-
turally deficient bridges on the Na-
tional Highway System, H.R. 5001, to 
authorize the Administrator of General 
Services to provide for the redevelop-
ment of the Old Post Office Building lo-
cated in the District of Columbia, S. 
2970, to enhance the ability of drinking 
water utilities in the United States to 
develop and implement climate change 
adaptation programs and policies, S. 
1828, to require the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
to conduct a study of the feasibility of 
increasing the consumption in the 
United States of certain ethanol-blend-
ed gasoline, and other pending legisla-
tion. 

SD–406 
Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine Russia’s ag-
gression against Georgia, focusing on 
the consequences and responses. 

SD–419 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 

To hold hearings to examine 401(k) plan 
fee disclosure, focusing on helping 
workers save for retirement. 

SD–430 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
Business meeting to consider S. 3474, to 

amend title 44, United States Code, to 
enhance information security of the 
Federal Government, S. 3384, to amend 
section 11317 of title 40, United States 
Code, to require greater accountability 
for cost overruns on Federal IT invest-
ment projects, H.R. 2631, to strengthen 
efforts in the Department of Homeland 
Security to develop nuclear forensics 
capabilities to permit attribution of 
the source of nuclear material, H.R. 
6098, to amend the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 to improve the financial as-
sistance provided to State, local, and 
tribal governments for information 
sharing activities, H.R. 3815, to amend 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to 
require the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity to make full and efficient use of 
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