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who are without power, who must de-
pend on others for food and water and 
other necessities, and who face the 
long hard task of rebuilding their 
homes and communities. 

We know a little of what that is like 
in Illinois. In June, the Midwest was 
hit by massive flooding, some of the 
worst we have seen since the Great 
Flood of 1993. Experts called it a 200 to 
500-year event. It left entire commu-
nities underwater, broke levees, and 
washed away roads, bridges, and mil-
lions of acres of cropland. The damage 
could have been worse, if Illinoisans 
had not worked so long and so hard to 
fill sandbags, fortify levees, and stand 
their ground against the rising waters 
of the Mississippi. 

But sometimes weather-related disas-
ters strike with no warning and you 
don’t have time to prepare for the 
worst. Over the weekend my State was 
hit by the sixth major flooding event in 
the last year alone when 3 days of rain 
dumped more than 100 billion gallons of 
water on the city of Chicago—two or 
three times the normal amount. More 
than 7 inches of rain fell on the Chi-
cago area on Saturday alone, setting a 
new 1-day record at O’Hare. In the sub-
urbs, some of the worst flooding was 
along the Des Plaines River, which 
crested at near-record levels, displaced 
thousands of residents, and flooded 
hundreds of homes. 

On Monday I had a chance to see for 
myself the damage in Albany Park, a 
neighborhood in Chicago that was one 
of the hardest hit areas. Thirty-ninth 
Ward Alderman Margaret Laurino ac-
companied me as I met with residents 
like Aaron Gadiel, who waded through 
knee-high water in his fishing boots 
and searched his home to see if he 
could salvage clothing for his kids. I 
want to commend the local and city of-
ficials I saw going door to door with 
pumps, checking to see if residents 
needed help, and pitching in wherever 
they were needed. I especially want to 
thank Terry O’Brien, president of the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation Dis-
trict, and Ray Orozco, executive direc-
tor of Chicago’s Office of Emergency 
Management and Communications, 
OEMC, for taking the time to show me 
the extent of the flood damage. 

The same weather system that 
dumped billions of gallons of rain on 
Chicago also caused the Mississippi and 
Illinois Rivers to swell in other parts of 
Illinois. U.S. Army Corps officials are 
keeping a close eye on the system of 
levees and dams that protect these 
communities to make sure that these 
residents don’t experience a repeat of 
the June floods. 

Today the skies are clearing over 
Chicago. Water levels are falling, roads 
are reopening and some folks are re-
turning home. But the recordbreaking 
rains that evacuated thousands, left 
four dead, closed roads and flooded 
homes have left more than a water-

mark. As Des Plaines Mayor Tony 
Arredia rightly pointed out, we still 
have cleaning up to do. I am com-
mitted to making sure that Illinoisans 
do not face this task alone. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SECOND LIEUTENANT 
HOWARD CLIFTON ENOCH, JR. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today because after more than 60 
years, a Kentucky family has been re-
united with a father and grandfather 
they never knew. And an American 
hero is coming home. 

Second Lieutenant Howard Clifton 
Enoch, Jr., U.S. Army Air Forces, was 
last seen on March 19, 1945, when he 
took off in his P–51D Mustang single- 
seat fighter plane for a mission over 
Germany. He crashed while engaging 
enemy aircraft near the city of Leipzig. 

His remains could not be imme-
diately recovered, and once Soviet 
forces took over the part of that coun-
try that would become East Germany— 
including the area around Leipzig re-
covery became impossible for decades. 

Howard Enoch III was born 3 months 
after his father’s plane crashed. He 
grew up in Marion, KY, never knowing 
his namesake. Now, thanks to the work 
of some dedicated men and women in 
the Department of Defense, his father’s 
remains have been identified. 

A German researcher originally iden-
tified the crash site, and notified our 
Government. The Joint POW/MIA Ac-
counting Command, the arm of the De-
partment of Defense charged with re-
covering the remains of our lost he-
roes, sent a recovery crew to Germany. 
They used mitochondrial DNA analysis 
to identify the remains, and in 2007 
they contacted Howard Enoch III with 
the astonishing news. 

Howard Enoch III’s two young daugh-
ters gained new insight into their 
grandfather. And the discovery brought 
Howard in touch with a cousin he never 
knew, who had served alongside Second 
Lieutenant Enoch in Europe in World 
War II. 

Now Second Lieutenant Enoch will 
be buried at Arlington National Ceme-
tery, alongside America’s greatest he-
roes. And the Enoch family can know 
that after valiant service to his coun-
try, six decades later, a soldier will fi-
nally rest in peace. I wish to offer my 
deepest appreciation to Howard Enoch 
III for his father’s service and his fam-
ily’s sacrifice on behalf of our country. 

Earlier this month, the Bluegrass 
Chapter of Honor Flight paid special 
tribute to Second Lieutenant Enoch at 
the World War II Memorial in our Na-
tion’s Capital. Honor Flight is a non-
profit organization which transports 
World War II veterans from anywhere 
in the country to see the memorial, 
free of charge. 

Honor Flight and its volunteers, 
many of whom are veterans them-
selves, are doing a great service for our 

Nation by allowing these veterans to 
make this important trip. Second Lieu-
tenant Enoch never got a chance to 
visit the World War II Memorial. But it 
was built for him, and his thousands of 
fellow soldiers. So I am glad that 63 
years later, Honor Flight has recog-
nized his service. 

For a long time, the Enoch family 
has felt not only the loss of Second 
Lieutenant Enoch, but also doubt 
about his final fate. I am pleased for 
them that that doubt is over. They can 
take comfort that 2LT Howard Clifton 
Enoch, Jr. will lie among Arlington’s 
heroes. And they can take pride that 
this U.S. Senate honors his service and 
his sacrifice. 

f 

REPORT ON THE TOMB OF THE 
UNKNOWNS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to share a report with our col-
leagues, which I received last month 
from the Departments of the Army and 
Veterans Affairs. The report addresses 
the Army’s and VA’s plans for repair-
ing and preserving the Tomb Monu-
ment at the Tomb of the Unknowns. As 
many of our colleagues may know and 
appreciate, the Tomb is a national 
monument of great historical signifi-
cance, especially to our Nation’s vet-
erans, located on the hallowed ground 
of Arlington National Cemetery. 

The Tomb Monument, which sits 
above the tombs for the unknowns 
from World War I, World War II, and 
the Korean conflict, has developed sev-
eral cracks along the natural faults in 
the marble. For some time, there has 
been discussion of possibly replacing 
the original monument. However, prior 
to taking this option, I wanted to en-
sure that at the very least decision-
makers considered options for pre-
serving, rather than replacing the 
monument. While I understand the 
concerns about the cracks in the Tomb 
Monument, I along with many others 
believe that our national monuments 
are not diminished by signs of their 
age. Many of our most treasured Amer-
ican symbols, from the Liberty Bell to 
the Star-Spangled Banner, are phys-
ically worn and weathered. This does 
not diminish their value or signifi-
cance. I would argue that the same is 
true for the Tomb of the Unknowns. 

It is our Nation’s tradition to pre-
serve our historic national symbols. We 
must protect them from the notion 
that they can be easily discarded or re-
placed. With those concerns in mind, 
my colleague from Virginia, Senator 
WEBB, and I successfully added lan-
guage requiring a report on plans for 
the Tomb Monument to last year’s Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. The 
joint report acknowledges that replace-
ment of the Tomb Monument could 
have a negative impact on the historic 
significance of the Tomb of the Un-
knowns. 
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I am pleased that the joint report 

outlined several alternatives to replac-
ing the Tomb Monument. I urge the 
Departments, in their respective capac-
ities, to pursue the best means of pre-
serving the Tomb Monument for future 
generations of veterans and Americans. 
While the Departments may have to 
consider partial or full replacement of 
the Tomb Monument at some future 
date, at this time there are still a num-
ber of other options which should be 
pursued. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that letters and the Executive 
Summary of the report be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, OFFICE 
OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
CIVIL WORKS, 

Washington, DC, August 11, 2008. 
Hon. RICHARD B. CHENEY, 
President of the Senate, 
U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: In accordance with 
Section 2873 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, enclosed is 
a report on alternative measures to address 
cracks in the monument at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery 
(ANC). The report contains information 
about the monument in response to the pro-
visions in subsection 2873(a) with respect to 
(1) plans considered for replacement and dis-
posal; (2) the feasibility and advisability of 
repair; (3) current maintenance and preserva-
tion efforts; (4) an explanation of why no re-
pair attempt has been made since 1989; (5) 
comprehensive cost estimates for replace-
ment and repair; and (6) assessment of its 
structural integrity. 

Options for addressing the cracks are de-
scribed in the report. A decision on a final 
course of action will not be made until our 
responsibilities are fulfilled under Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
and the National Environmental Policy Act. 
Also, subsection 2873(b) states that ‘‘[t]he 
Secretary of the Army and the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs may not take any action to 
replace the monument at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery, 
Virginia, until 180 days after the date of the 
receipt by Congress of the report required by 
subsection (a).’’ According to subsection 
2873(c), the limitation in subsection 2873(b) 
does not prevent undertaking repair of the 
monument or acquiring marble for the re-
pair, subject to the availability of appropria-
tions. Accordingly, while long-term options 
continue to be explored, experts in the field 
of marble maintenance and conservation are 
being consulted to assist ANC in the develop-
ment and implementation of a maintenance 
and repair plan to ensure that the existing 
marble is appropriately protected. 

In accordance with a 2004 Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Department of 
the Army and the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA), the role of VA is limited to pro-
curement, transportation, and sculpting of a 
replacement for the base, main die block, 
and cap of the Tomb Monument, should ANC 
determine that replacement is required. VA 
has no role in determining whether the 
Monument should be replaced, or in its 
maintenance and repair. 

The Office of Management and Budget ad-
vises that, from the standpoint of the Ad-

ministration’s program, there is no objection 
to the presentation of this report for consid-
eration of the Congress. 

Very truly yours, 
JOHN PAUL WOODLEY, JR., 

Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works). 
WILLIAM F. TUERK, 

Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs, 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, OFFICE 
OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 
CIVIL WORKS, 

Washington, DC, August 11, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: In accordance with 
Section 2873 of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, enclosed is 
a report on alternative measures to address 
cracks in the monument at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery 
(ANC). The report contains information 
about the monument in response to the pro-
visions in subsection 2873 (a) with respect to 
(1) plans considered for replacement and dis-
posal; (2) the feasibility and advisability of 
repair; (3) current maintenance and preserva-
tion efforts; (4) an explanation of why no re-
pair attempt has been made since 1989; (5) 
comprehensive cost estimates for replace-
ment and repair; and (6) assessment of its 
structural integrity. 

Options for addressing the cracks are de-
scribed in the report. A decision on a final 
course of action will not be made until our 
responsibilities are fulfilled under Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
and the National Environmental Policy Act. 
Also, subsection 2873(b) states that ‘‘[t]he 
Secretary of the Army and the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs may not take any action to 
replace the monument at the Tomb of the 
Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery, 
Virginia, until 180 days after the date of the 
receipt by Congress of the report required by 
subsection (a).’’ According to subsection 
2873(c), the limitation in subsection 2873(b) 
does not prevent undertaking repair of the 
monument or acquiring marble for the re-
pair, subject to the availability of appropria-
tions. Accordingly, while long-term options 
continue to be explored, experts in the field 
of marble maintenance and conservation are 
being consulted to assist ANC in the develop-
ment and implementation of a maintenance 
and repair plan to ensure that the existing 
marble is appropriately protected. 

In accordance with a 2004 Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Department of 
the Army and the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA), the role of VA is limited to pro-
curement, transportation, and sculpting of a 
replacement for the base, main die block, 
and cap of the Tomb Monument, should ANC 
determine that replacement is required. VA 
has no role in determining whether the 
Monument should be replaced, or in its 
maintenance and repair. 

The Office of Management and Budget ad-
vises that, from the standpoint of the Ad-
ministration’s program, there is no objection 
to the presentation of this report for consid-
eration of the Congress. 

Very truly yours, 
JOHN PAUL WOODLEY, JR., 

Assistant Secretary 
of the Army (Civil 
Works). 

WILLIAM F. TUERK, 
Under Secretary for 

Memorial Affairs, 
Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

REPORT ON ALTERNATIVE MEASURES TO AD-
DRESS CRACKS IN THE MONUMENT AT THE 
TOMB OF THE UNKNOWNS AT ARLINGTON NA-
TIONAL CEMETERY, VIRGINIA 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Alternative measures are being explored to 

address cracks in the Tomb of the Unknowns 
Monument at Arlington National Cemetery 
(ANC). The Tomb Monument is the four- 
piece marble object located over the vault 
containing the remains of the World War I 
Unknown, and is a component of the Tomb of 
the Unknowns. Section 2873 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2008, Public Law 110–181 (Act), directed the 
Secretary of the Army and the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit a joint report to 
Congress on plans to address the cracks with 
respect to (1) replacing the Monument and 
its disposal, if it were removed; (2) an assess-
ment of the feasibility and advisability of re-
pairing the Monument rather than replacing 
it; (3) a description of current efforts to 
maintain and preserve the Monument; (4) an 
explanation of why no attempt has been 
made since 1989 to repair it; (5) comprehen-
sive estimates of the cost of replacement and 
the cost of repair; and (6) an assessment of 
its structural integrity. 

In 1963, ANC initiated a program of moni-
toring and investigation of the Monument in 
response to the development of two parallel 
cracks in its main block. The cracks, which 
now measure nearly 48 feet in combined 
length, appear on all four sides of the Monu-
ment and extend almost entirely through the 
block. According to stone conservation ex-
perts, the cracks are not compromising the 
structural integrity of the stone and are re-
pairable. ANC repaired the cracks twice, 
once in 1975, and again in 1989, and is now in 
the process of initiating another repair of 
the Monument. The results of studies and 
monitoring of the Monument over the past 
four decades confirm that, despite repairs, 
the cracks continue to lengthen and widen, 
which is perhaps a natural phenomenon of 
the material. Since 1990, a third crack has 
become visible, whose origins are uncertain. 
The Monument can be repaired again, but its 
condition will continue to deteriorate. Al-
though it is not known when the Monument 
will reach the point of being beyond repair, 
the natural aging process that weathers and 
cracks outdoor marble makes it likely that 
it will need to be replaced at some point in 
the future. The cracking and minor erosion 
of the Monument have led ANC to consider 
various treatment options, including repair-
ing the cracks, obtaining and stockpiling 
marble for future replacement of the monu-
ment, and the immediate replacement of its 
cap, die block, and base. 

The impetus to consider various treatment 
options for the Monument is the culmination 
of over 40 years of deliberation, starting with 
the first report on the cracks in the early 
1960s, and continuing through the two pre-
vious repairs. In evaluating whether to con-
tinue to maintain and repair the Monument 
or replace it, ANC is giving full consider-
ation to its historic significance. ANC recog-
nizes the associative qualities that link the 
Monument to World War I and its veterans. 
ANC also realizes that the Tomb of the Un-
knowns has come to memorialize all of the 
service men and women that have sacrificed 
their lives for this country in subsequent 
military conflicts that continue today. In 
this regard, the Tomb of the Unknowns has 
significance, beyond its historic significance, 
that transcends the past and present to the 
future. As its steward, ANC is responsible to 
do what it can to ensure that the Monument 
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stands, as unflawed and perfect as possible, 
in honor of the sacrifices that it represents. 

To preserve the solemn dignity of the 
Monument for those that it honors and for 
future generations of Americans, ANC is con-
sidering alternative actions that could be 
taken. Repair of the Monument is a viable 
alternative, as verified by experts in the 
field of stone conservation. Replacement is 
another alternative under consideration, due 
to the uncertainty of obtaining suitable mar-
ble in the future. Only marble with specific 
qualities can be used for replacement, so the 
current and future existence and availability 
of such marble is of concern. Suitable marble 
is available today, but may not be in the fu-
ture, and there will never be a greater quan-
tity of suitable marble in the future than 
there is now. It is primarily for this reason 
that ANC is considering replacement of the 
Monument as one potential long-term solu-
tion. 

There is more information in this report 
on the potential replacement option than 
there is for other options, because the re-
placement option is much more complex 
than the other options under consideration. 
Also, the potential replacement option has 
undergone the most scrutiny through the 
Section 106 review process. The preponder-
ance of information on replacement should 
not be construed as favoring this option over 
the other options under consideration. 

In response to ANC’s request to provide a 
Tomb Monument replacement, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
the Department of the Army in 2004 that out-
lines respective responsibilities. VA will be 
responsible for the procurement, transpor-
tation, and sculpting of a replacement for 
the base, main die block, and cap of the 
Tomb Monument when and if Army decides 
replacement is necessary. Both agencies 
have compliance requirements under Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
and the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). No decision on a final course of ac-
tion will be made until both agencies fulfill 
their respective responsibilities under both 
of these laws. 

Furthermore, subsection 2873(b) of the Act 
states that ‘‘The Secretary of the Army and 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may not 
take any action to replace the monument at 
the Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, Virginia, until 180 days 
after the date of receipt by Congress of the 
report required by subsection (a).’’ According 
to subsection 2873(c), the limitation in sub-
section 2873(b) does not prevent the repair of 
the current Monument or the acquisition of 
blocks of marble. Accordingly, while long- 
term options such as continued repair, pro-
curement of replacement marble, and imme-
diate replacement continue to be explored, 
ANC is working with experts in the field of 
marble maintenance and conservation to de-
velop and implement a maintenance and re-
pair plan to ensure that the existing marble 
is appropriately protected. ANC will take no 
action to acquire replacement blocks of mar-
ble until after Section 106 and NEPA require-
ments are complete. 

f 

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 

over 1,000, are heartbreaking and 
touching. To respect their efforts, I am 
submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through energy_prices@crapo.senate. 
gov to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
This is not an issue that will be easily 
resolved, but it is one that deserves im-
mediate and serious attention, and Ida-
hoans deserve to be heard. Their sto-
ries not only detail their struggles to 
meet everyday expenses, but also have 
suggestions and recommendations as to 
what Congress can do now to tackle 
this problem and find solutions that 
last beyond today. I ask unanimous 
consent to have today’s letters printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Thank you for requesting my input on the 
energy crisis. I found out several years ago 
that energy prices were going to skyrocket 
due to the imminent peaking of oil produc-
tion (and natural gas) worldwide. I read 
every book on the subject of the coming en-
ergy crisis such as ‘‘Twilight in the Desert’’, 
‘‘The Party’s Over’’, ‘‘The Long Emergency’’, 
‘‘Big Coal’’, ‘‘Powerdown’’, and probably 15 
others. I read most every relevant news 
story as collected by www.energybulletin 
.net. 

I have heard the pleas from Al Gore, Bill 
Clinton, Matt Simmons, Rep. (R) Roscoe 
Bartlett (Maryland) and many other promi-
nent Americans who want our citizens to 
know the truth about Peak Oil Theory, and 
the implications of a global peak and inevi-
table decline in production. 

I have since sold my car, my house, and am 
living with massive inflation, food and gaso-
line shortages, and likely economic collapse 
in mind. I am growing a large garden this 
year and riding my bicycle(s) most every-
where. I have met with local leaders, includ-
ing Boise Mayor Dave Bieter, to talk about 
real solutions, and have written letters to 
the editor of the Idaho Statesman monthly. 

We need to grow most all of our own food 
locally, produce and distribute most goods 
locally, and keep people employed doing 
things to create and expand our new local-
ized economy. We need to accept that our 
population will decline due to lowering food 
production. We need to know that the era of 
high consumption, personal automobiles, 
travel, and technology is coming to a close. 
People must understand that in 100 years our 
planet will sustain perhaps 1 billion people, 
living primarily an agrarian existence, with-
out technology. 

If the people remain in the dark about our 
true future, there are unspeakable dangers. 
Dictatorship in America, nuclear confronta-
tions over resources, and rioting are likely. 
Please help to inform the American public 
now. 

BOB, Boise. 

Thank you for the email telling us of your 
position on the energy crunch (and thank 
you for opposing that climate change legisla-
tion). I am all in favor of developing alter-
native energy sources, such as biodiesel, and 
in expanding our refinery capacity for con-
ventional petroleum fuels. I heartily support 
tapping the petroleum resources we have 
here in the United States and, from all that 
I have heard, we have (or can soon develop) 
the technology to do it with less harm to the 
environment. I understand that Congress-
man Chris Cannon of Utah is making efforts 

to develop oil shale fields that are located 
under Utah, Colorado and Wyoming. I sup-
port this and hope that you will uphold these 
efforts if corresponding legislation reaches 
the Senate. I also support conservation in-
centives that would encourage companies to 
come up with more environmentally friendly 
methods of developing these resources. 

I support expanding our use of nuclear en-
ergy. My understanding is that the popular 
fears of nuclear power plants are largely 
based on myth. And most of the ‘‘waste’’ pro-
duced is either relatively benign, or can be 
recycled or reused. If federal regulations 
were changed so that all radioactive byprod-
ucts did not have to be shipped to a nuclear 
waste repository, we would have plenty of 
space in places like Yucca Mountain. Appar-
ently, only 2% of byproducts from nuclear 
reactors really need to be taken to such fa-
cilities. As an aside, France produces 80% of 
its electricity from nuclear power. What in 
the world is holding us back from building 
more nuclear power plants? 

Please do whatever you can to bring about 
changes at the federal level so that the pri-
vate sector can go to work developing tech-
nologies and resources to solve our growing 
energy problems. I agree that we are ‘‘too de-
pendent on petroleum,’’ and that we are ‘‘far 
too dependent on foreign sources of that pe-
troleum.’’ We must move forward in availing 
ourselves of the resources we have. We 
should do so in an environmentally conscien-
tious manner, yes, but we must move for-
ward. 

Sincerely, 
BLAKE, Hamer. 

A few years ago I needed to re-do a roof. I 
considered solar panels and energy conserva-
tion devices. It added a lot of costs, but I 
thought that it would be worthwhile if I 
could get a bit of a tax break. I contacted 
the state, power company, gas company, and 
checked the Internet for federal tax breaks. 
There weren’t any for individuals. The lady 
with the state simply stated that ‘‘they do 
not do things that way.’’ I felt this was 
short-sighted at the time, and, as things are 
now, my opinion seems to be correct. I do 
not foresee a turn around any time soon. 
Why does not the legislature encourage the 
gas and power companies to offer incentives? 
Why does not the state or federal legisla-
tures offer tax incentives to individuals in-
stead of to major corporations? 

The engine that drove America to its cur-
rent prominence is the creativeness and in-
dustry of the every day American. Release 
it! Encourage people to come up with their 
own energy saving ideas and devices. At 
least, stop blocking individual efforts that 
are attempted by easing legal restrictions. 
America’s and Idaho’s energy companies and 
legislatures have created barriers to indi-
vidual ingenuity. It is not in their respective 
interests to encourage such action. I feel 
that this is short-sighted at this time, but I 
expect more of the same. Until the economic 
pain of the individual is shared by the exist-
ing energy corporation executives and cur-
rent legislators, little more than lip service 
can be expected. Some have said that gas at 
$5/gallon would wake us all up and cause 
change to occur. The fallacy in this logic is 
that the $5/gallon is increased profits and 
corporations seldom discourage profit. There 
is economic pain all right, but the pain is 
not felt by the folks who initiate changes. 

Here is a radical proposal: Remove the ex-
isting corporate tax benefits related to oil 
and some other energy corporations. (Wind-
fall profits are possible, but I am not recom-
mending them.) Offer the same amount as 
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