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ENFORCEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL 

PROPERTY RIGHTS ACT 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
would like to inform my colleagues of 
my request to be notified of any unani-
mous consent agreement that would 
allow for the consideration of S. 3325, 
the Enforcement of Intellectual Prop-
erty Rights Act of 2008. I intend to re-
serve my right to object to any such 
request. 

S. 3325 was marked up by the Judici-
ary Committee just last Thursday 
afternoon. I circulated several amend-
ments to address a number of concerns 
I had about the bill. Two of my amend-
ments—one that would add USDA to 
the list of agencies on the IPEC Advi-
sory Committee, and another that 
would provide for an orderly transition 
from NIPLECC to IPEC—were adopted 
by the committee. However, I withheld 
from offering other amendments be-
cause I received a commitment that 
the chairman and ranking member of 
the Judiciary Committee would work 
with me to address my other concerns. 

For example, I have concerns with 
the funding of the new State and local 
law enforcement grant programs in 
section 501 and the grant match ratio 
for those programs. Further, I have 
concerns with the creation of a new in-
tellectual property crimes unit at the 
FBI to enforce intellectual property 
rights and the authorization of addi-
tional funding, resources and staff for 
the FBI to implement these additional 
responsibilities. I firmly believe that 
the FBI should focus its efforts on com-
bating terrorism. I am concerned about 
duplication with work currently being 
performed at ICE and its National In-
tellectual Property Rights Coordina-
tion Center. Moreover, I am concerned 
with language calling for the 
prioritization of cases involving for-
eign controlled companies, and the 
lack of any priority for cases inves-
tigated by the FBI that have a nexis to 
potential terrorist activities. 

My staff will be sitting down with 
the chairman and ranking member’s 
staff to work on my concerns. Again, I 
intend to reserve my right to object to 
proceeding to the consideration of S. 
3325 until my concerns have been ad-
dressed. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

BURLINGTON COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa 
and across the United States, a new 
school year has begun. As you know, 
Iowa public schools have an excellent 
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation. 

I would like to take just a few min-
utes, today, to salute the dedicated 
teachers, administrators, and school 

board members in the Burlington Com-
munity School District, and to report 
on their participation in a unique Fed-
eral partnership to repair and mod-
ernize school facilities. 

This fall marks the 10th year of the 
Iowa Demonstration Construction 
Grant Program. That is its formal 
name, but it is better known among 
educators in Iowa as the program of 
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. 
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the 
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovation 
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire-safety systems to building 
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal 
funding is used to leverage public and/ 
or private local funding, so it often has 
a tremendous multiplier effect in a 
local school district. 

The Burlington Community School 
District received a 2001 Harkin grant 
totaling $500,000 which it used to help 
build a new elementary school. Sunny-
side Elementary is a modern, state-of- 
the-art facility that befits the edu-
cational ambitions and excellence of 
this school district. Indeed, it is the 
kind of school facility that every child 
in America deserves. 

Excellent new schools like Sunnyside 
do not just pop up like mushrooms 
after a rain. They are the product of vi-
sion, leadership, persistence, and a tre-
mendous amount of collaboration 
among local officials and concerned 
citizens. I salute the entire staff, ad-
ministration, and governance in the 
Burlington Community School Dis-
trict. In particular, I would like to rec-
ognize the leadership of the board of 
education—president Thomas Greene, 
vice president Dennis Kuster, Gary 
Imthurn, Melanie Richardson, Don 
Harter, Linda Garwood, Scott Smith 
and former board members Tom 
Courtney, John Sandell, Joseph Abrisz, 
Steven Hoth, Jason Sapsin and Joseph 
Poisel. I would also like to recognize 
superintendent Leland Morrison, 
former superintendent Michael Book, 
director of maintenance and construc-
tion manager Byron Whittlesey and 
principal Terri Rauhaus. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin school grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50 
years. 

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming 
sports arenas on weekends, but during 
the week go to school in rundown or 

antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young 
people about our priorities. We have 
got to do better. 

That is why I am deeply grateful to 
the professionals and parents in the 
Burlington Community School Dis-
trict. There is no question that a qual-
ity public education for every child is a 
top priority in that community. I sa-
lute them, and wish them a very suc-
cessful new school year.∑ 
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LAMONI COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa 
and across the United States, a new 
school year has begun. As you know, 
Iowa public schools have an excellent 
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation. 

I would like to take just a few min-
utes, today, to salute the dedicated 
teachers, administrators, and school 
board members in the Lamoni Commu-
nity School District, and to report on 
their participation in a unique Federal 
partnership to repair and modernize 
school facilities. 

This fall marks the 10th year of the 
Iowa Demonstration Construction 
Grant Program. That is its formal 
name, but it is better known among 
educators in Iowa as the program of 
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. 
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the 
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovation 
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire-safety systems to building 
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal 
funding is used to leverage public and/ 
or private local funding, so it often has 
a tremendous multiplier effect in a 
local school district. 

The Lamoni Community School Dis-
trict received a 2005 Harkin grant to-
taling $500,000 which it used to help 
build a new high school. This school is 
a modern, state-of-the-art facility that 
befits the educational ambitions and 
excellence of this school district. In-
deed, it is the kind of school facility 
that every child in America deserves. 
The district also received fire safety 
grants totaling $100,000 to make other 
improvements throughout the district. 

Excellent new schools like Lamoni 
High School do not just pop up like 
mushrooms after a rain. They are the 
product of vision, leadership, persist-
ence, and a tremendous amount of col-
laboration among local officials and 
concerned citizens. I salute the entire 
staff, administration, and governance 
in the Lamoni Community School Dis-
trict. In particular, I would like to rec-
ognize the leadership of the board of 
education, president Bill Morain, Mike 
Quick, Dennis McElroy, Michele 
Dickey-Kotz and Dale Killpack and 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 15:17 Mar 21, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\S16SE8.001 S16SE8W
R

ei
er

-A
vi

le
s 

on
 D

S
K

J8
S

O
Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-13T02:18:05-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




