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By Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr. 

INOUYE, and Mr. SMITH): 
S. 3491. A bill to amend the Communica-

tions Act of 1934 to improve the effectiveness 
of rural health care support under section 
254(h) of that Act; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER, Ms. COLLINS, Ms. 
LANDRIEU, Mr. BAYH, Mr. CASEY, and 
Mr. JOHNSON): 

S. 3492. A bill to amend part E of title IV 
of the Social Security Act to ensure States 
follow best policies and practices for sup-
porting and retaining foster parents and to 
require the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to award grants to States to im-
prove the empowerment, leadership, support, 
training, recruitment, and retention of fos-
ter care, kinship care, and adoptive parents; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 3493. A bill to require rail carriers to de-
velop positive rail control system plans for 
improving railroad safety and to increase the 
civil penalties for railroad safety violations; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

By Mrs. BOXER: 
S. 3494. A bill to restore the value of every 

American in environmental decisions, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mrs. CLIN-
TON, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 3495. A bill to protect pregnant women 
and children from dangerous lead exposures; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

By Mrs. BOXER: 
S. 3496. A bill to address the health and 

economic development impact of nonattain-
ment of federally mandated air quality 
standards in the San Joaquin Valley, Cali-
fornia, by designating air quality empower-
ment zones; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 
S. 3497. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-

trition Act of 2008 to decrease the period of 
benefit ineligibility of certain adults due to 
unemployment; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. COCHRAN, 
Mr. VITTER, Mr. OBAMA, Mr. BAYH, 
and Mr. LUGAR): 

S. 3498. A bill to amend title 46, United 
States Code, to extend the exemption from 
the fire-retardant materials construction re-
quirement for vessels operating within the 
Boundary Line; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN: 
S. 3499. An original bill to protect innocent 

Americans from violent crime in national 
parks; from the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources; placed on the calendar. 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself, 
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. VITTER, and Mr. 
INHOFE): 

S. 3500. A bill to amend the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act and the Safe Drinking 
Water Act to improve water and wastewater 
infrastructure in the United States; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself and 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 3501. A bill to ensure that Congress is 
notified when the Department of Justice de-
termines that the Executive Branch is not 

bound by a statute; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 
S. 3502. A bill to provide for the establish-

ment of a task force to address the environ-
mental health and safety risks posed to chil-
dren, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mrs. CLIN-
TON, Mr. KERRY, Ms. MIKULSKI, and 
Ms. STABENOW): 

S. Res. 662. A resolution raising the aware-
ness of the need for crime prevention in com-
munities across the country and designating 
the week of October 2, 2008, through October 
4, 2008, as ‘‘Celebrate Safe Communities’’ 
week; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HAGEL: 
S. Con. Res. 99. A concurrent resolution 

honoring the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha for its 100 years of commitment to 
higher education; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 211 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 211, a bill to facilitate nation-
wide availability of 2-1-1 telephone 
service for information and referral on 
human services. volunteer services, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 625 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from Missouri (Mrs. 
MCCASKILL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 625, a bill to protect the public 
health by providing the Food and Drug 
Administration with certain authority 
to regulate tobacco products. 

S. 826 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) and the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 826, a bill to post-
humously award a Congressional gold 
medal to Alice Paul, in recognition of 
her role in the women’s suffrage move-
ment and in advancing equal rights for 
women. 

S. 1232 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1232, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Edu-
cation, to develop a voluntary policy 
for managing the risk of food allergy 
and anaphylaxis in schools, to estab-
lish school-based food allergy manage-
ment grants, and for other purposes. 

S. 1243 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 

HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1243, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to reduce the age for re-
ceipt of military retired pay for non-
regular service from 60 years of age to 
55 years of age. 

S. 1328 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1328, a bill to amend the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to elimi-
nate discrimination in the immigra-
tion laws by permitting permanent 
partners of United States citizens and 
lawful permanent residents to obtain 
lawful permanent resident status in 
the same manner as spouses of citizens 
and lawful permanent residents and to 
penalize immigration fraud in connec-
tion with permanent partnerships. 

S. 1376 
At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1376, a bill to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to revise and ex-
pand the drug discount program under 
section 340B of such Act to improve the 
provision of discounts on drug pur-
chases for certain safety net provides. 

S. 1514 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
DORGAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1514, a bill to revise and extend provi-
sions under the Garrett Lee Smith Me-
morial Act. 

S. 1556 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1556, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
the exclusion from gross income for 
employer-provided health coverage to 
designated plan beneficiaries of em-
ployees, and for other purposes. 

S. 1627 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1627, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
and expand the benefits for businesses 
operating in empowerment zones, en-
terprise communities, or renewal com-
munities, and for other purposes. 

S. 1738 
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 

names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW), the Senator from Wis-
consin (Mr. KOHL), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. CARPER), the Senator 
from Nebraska (Mr. HAGEL) and the 
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. REED) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1738, a 
bill to establish a Special Counsel for 
Child Exploitation Prevention and 
Interdiction within the Office of the 
Deputy Attorney General, to improve 
the Internet Crimes Against Children 
Task Force, to increase resources for 
regional computer forensic labs, and to 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 15:17 Mar 21, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\S16SE8.001 S16SE8W
R

ei
er

-A
vi

le
s 

on
 D

S
K

J8
S

O
Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 1419142 September 16, 2008 
make other improvements to increase 
the ability of law enforcement agencies 
to investigate and prosecute predators. 

S. 2579 
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the 

names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator 
from West Virginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) 
and the Senator from Maryland (Ms. 
MIKULSKI) were added as cosponsors of 
S. 2579, a bill to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in rec-
ognition and celebration of the estab-
lishment of the United States Army in 
1775, to honor the American soldier of 
both today and yesterday, in wartime 
and in peace, and to commemorate the 
traditions, history, and heritage of the 
United States Army and its role in 
American society, from the colonial 
period to today. 

S. 2639 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2639, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for an 
assured adequate level of funding for 
veterans health care. 

S. 2668 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2668, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to remove cell 
phones from listed property under sec-
tion 280F. 

S. 2817 
At the request of Mr. SALAZAR, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2817, a bill to establish the National 
Park Centennial Fund, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2970 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from California (Mrs. 
BOXER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2970, a bill to enhance the ability of 
drinking water utilities in the United 
States to develop and implement cli-
mate change adaptation programs and 
policies, and for other purposes. 

S. 3038 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. NELSON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3038, a bill to amend part E of 
title IV of the Social Security Act to 
extend the adoption incentives pro-
gram, to authorize States to establish 
a relative guardianship program, to 
promote the adoption of children with 
special needs, and for other purposes. 

S. 3140 
At the request of Mr. WEBB, the name 

of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
LIEBERMAN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3140, a bill to provide that 4 of the 
12 weeks of parental leave made avail-
able to a Federal employee shall be 
paid leave, and for other purposes. 

S. 3237 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 

(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3237, a bill to assist volunteer 
fire companies in coping with the pre-
cipitous rise in fuel prices. 

S. 3266 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3266, a bill to require Congress 
and Federal departments and agencies 
to reduce the annual consumption of 
gasoline of the Federal Government. 

S. 3277 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3277, a bill to amend title 31 of the 
United States Code to require that 
Federal children’s programs be sepa-
rately displayed and analyzed in the 
President’s budget. 

S. 3311 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3311, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to improve 
mental and behavioral health services 
on college campuses. 

S. 3344 
At the request of Mr. COBURN, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KYL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3344, a bill to defend against child ex-
ploitation and child pornography 
through improved Internet Crimes 
Against Children task forces and en-
hanced tools to block illegal images, 
and to eliminate the unwarranted re-
lease of convicted sex offenders. 

S. 3356 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. KYL), the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. BUNNING), the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. SMITH), the Senator from 
Wyoming (Mr. ENZI), the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. LUGAR), the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mr. CORKER), the Senator 
from Idaho (Mr. CRAIG), the Senator 
from Alaska (Mr. STEVENS), the Sen-
ator from Utah (Mr. HATCH), the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the 
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), 
the Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
BURR), the Senator from Alabama (Mr. 
SHELBY), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mrs. DOLE), the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH), the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. MCCONNELL), the Sen-
ator from Maine (Ms. COLLINS), the 
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), 
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr. 
DEMINT), the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE), the Senator from 
Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the Senator 
from Maine (Ms. SNOWE), the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SPECTER), the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. ALLARD), 
the Senator from New Hampshire (Mr. 
GREGG), the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mr. SUNUNU), the Senator 
from Virginia (Mr. WARNER), the Sen-

ator from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER), the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. SALAZAR), 
the Senator from Minnesota (Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR), the Senator from Hawaii 
(Mr. INOUYE), the Senator from Hawaii 
(Mr. AKAKA), the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. NELSON) and the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3356, a bill to re-
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to 
mint coins in commemoration of the 
legacy of the United States Army In-
fantry and the establishment of the 
National Infantry Museum and Soldier 
Center. 

S. 3389 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3389, a bill to re-
quire, for the benefit of shareholders, 
the disclosure of payments to foreign 
governments for the extraction of nat-
ural resources, to allow such share-
holders more appropriately to deter-
mine associated risks. 

S. 3429 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3429, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code to provide 
for an increased mileage rate for chari-
table deductions. 

S. 3458 
At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3458, a bill to prohibit golden 
parachute payments for former execu-
tives and directors of Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac. 

S. 3474 
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Mr. COLEMAN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3474, a bill to amend title 
44, United States Code, to enhance in-
formation security of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5327 
At the request of Mr. CHAMBLISS, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 5327 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 3001, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2009 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5444 
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 5444 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 3001, an 
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2009 for military 
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activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5445 

At the request of Mr. BAYH, the name 
of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) 
was added as a cosponsor of amend-
ment No. 5445 intended to be proposed 
to S. 3001, an original bill to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2009 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5493 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, her 
name and the name of the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
5493 intended to be proposed to S. 3001, 
an original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2009 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5499 

At the request of Mr. WEBB, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. HAGEL) and the Senator 
from Rhode Island (Mr. REED) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
5499 intended to be proposed to S. 3001, 
an original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2009 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5509 

At the request of Mr. BAYH, the 
names of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. NELSON), the Senator from Rhode 
Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE), the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mrs. DOLE), the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN), 
the Senator from Michigan (Ms. 
STABENOW), the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN), the Sen-
ator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the 
Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) and 
the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
DODD) were added as cosponsors of 
amendment No. 5509 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 3001, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2009 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5510 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

his name was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 5510 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 3001, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2009 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5520 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 5520 intended to be 
proposed to S. 3001, an original bill to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2009 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5541 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
MARTINEZ) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 5541 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 3001, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2009 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5550 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

names of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. BUNNING) and the Senator from 
Idaho (Mr. CRAPO) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 5550 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 3001, an 
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2009 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 5581 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the 

names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY), the Senator from 
Wisconsin (Mr. FEINGOLD), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Sen-
ator from Wyoming (Mr. ENZI), the 
Senator from North Dakota (Mr. DOR-
GAN), the Senator from Iowa (Mr. HAR-
KIN) and the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) were added as cospon-
sors of amendment No. 5581 intended to 
be proposed to S. 3001, an original bill 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal 
year 2009 for military activities of the 
Department of Defense, for military 
construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for 
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself 
and Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 3493. A bill to require rail carriers 
to develop positive rail control system 
plans for improving railroad safety and 
to increase the civil penalties for rail-
road safety violations; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
make these remarks on behalf of my 
friend and colleague, Senator BOXER. 
She and I are cosponsoring legislation, 
which I will send to the desk at the end 
of my remarks. 

On Friday, at 4:30 p.m., a Union Pa-
cific freight train and a Metrolink 
commuter train, loaded with 225 com-
muters, leaving Los Angeles and trav-
eling north through the San Fernando 
Valley, in the Chatsworth area, col-
lided on a single track. The collision 
took place at about 40 miles an hour 
for each train. The engine of the 
Metrolink train was rammed two- 
thirds through the first car of the 
Metrolink train. Here it is. Here is the 
Union Pacific engine and this mess is 
the Metrolink engine and it rammed 
two-thirds through the first car. Thus 
far, 26 people are dead. Some were dis-
membered by the crash, some bodies 
had to be removed in a dismembered 
state from the train. There are 138 peo-
ple in the hospital, 40 of them in crit-
ical condition, and more deaths could 
well take place. 

This accident happened because of a 
resistance in the railroad community 
in America to utilizing existing tech-
nology to produce a fail-safe control of 
trains to avoid colliding with each 
other and to avoid one train from 
crashing into the rear of another. Both 
of these have happened in the past. Yet 
today there is no requirement for a 
safe control of track and train. 

The House has passed a bill reauthor-
izing the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion. The Senate has passed a bill reau-
thorizing the Federal Railroad Admin-
istration. They both have provisions, 
although they are different, for safe 
train control in these bills. But noth-
ing has happened. The bills have not 
been conferenced. This must stop. 

Let me point out for a minute how 
positive train control works. Every 
train’s position is tracked through 
global positioning, which is new tech-
nology that can monitor its location 
and speed. These systems constantly 
watch for excessive speed, improperly 
aligned switches, whether trains are on 
the wrong track, unauthorized train 
movements, and whether trains have 
missed signals to slow or stop. Each 
train also has equipment on board that 
can take over from the engineer if the 
train doesn’t comply with the safety 
signals. The system will override the 
engineer and automatically put on the 
brakes. These systems exist and are in 
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