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‘‘(B) use incentives in effect on the date of 

enactment of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2009, or create 
new incentives, to encourage agency pro-
gram managers and prime contractors to 
meet the goal under subparagraph (A); and 

‘‘(C) include in the annual report to Con-
gress the percentage of contracts described 
in subparagraph (A) awarded by that Sec-
retary, which shall include information on 
the ongoing status of projects funded 
through the Commercialization Pilot Pro-
gram and efforts to transition these tech-
nologies into programs of record or fielded 
systems.’’; and 

(5) in paragraph (8), as so redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘fiscal year 2009’’ and inserting ‘‘fis-
cal year 2014’’. 

SA 5617. Mr. KERRY (for himself and 
Ms. SNOWE) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 3001, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2009 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 311, between lines 13 and 14, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 1083. SMALL HIGH-TECH FIRMS. 

(a) SBIR.—Section 9(m) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 638(m)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2008’’ and inserting ‘‘2010’’. 

(b) STTR.—Section 9(n)(1)(A) of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 638(n)(1)(A)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘2009’’ and inserting 
‘‘2011’’. 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 

would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, September 23, 
2008, at 10 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of this hearing is to ex-
amine why diesel fuel prices have been 
so high, and what can be done to ad-
dress the situation. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to Rosemarie 
Calabro@energy.senate.gov 

For further information, please con-
tact Tara Billingsley at (202) 224–4756 or 
Rosemarie Calabro at (202) 224–5039. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, September 16, 2008, at 10:30 
a.m., in room 253V the Russell Senate 
Office Building. 

In this hearing, the Committee will 
receive testimony regarding the con-
sumer benefits of broadband service in 
areas such as education, job opportuni-
ties, telemedicine, and access to gov-
ernment resources. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate to conduct a 
hearing on Tuesday, September 16, 
2008, at 10 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
September 16, 2008, at 10 a.m. in room 
406 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing to hold a hearing entitled ‘‘Over-
sight Hearing on EPA’s Children’s 
Health Protection Efforts.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, September 16, 2008, at 10 
a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Aligning Incentives: The Case for De-
livery System Reform.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Energy be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
to conduct a hearing on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in room 
SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on the Constitution be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate, to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Restoring the Rule of Law’’ on 
Tuesday, September 16, 2008, at 10:15 
a.m., in room SH–216 of the Hart Sen-
ate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Nora Adkins, 
a detailee to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, be granted the privilege of the 
floor for the remainder of the second 
session of the 110th Congress. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that Jerry 
Acosta, a military fellow in my office, 
be granted the privilege of the floor for 
the remainder of the Senate’s consider-
ation of S. 3001. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS SOUND 
RECORDING AND FILM PRESER-
VATION PROGRAMS REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2008 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Rules 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of H.R. 5893 and the Sen-
ate proceed to its immediate consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5893) to reauthorize the sound 

recording and film preservation programs of 
the Library of Congress, and for other pur-
poses. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5893) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
AMENDMENT ACT, 2008 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 900, H.R. 5551. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 5551) to amend title 11, District 

of Columbia Official Code, to implement the 
increase provided under the District of Co-
lumbia Appropriations Act, 2008, in the 
amount of funds made available for the com-
pensation of attorneys representing indigent 
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defendants in the District of Columbia 
courts, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5551) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

VETERANS’ BENEFITS 
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2008 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 947, S. 3023. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3023) to amend Title 38, United 

States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to prescribe regulations relat-
ing to the notice to be provided claimants 
with the Department of Veterans Affairs re-
garding the substantiation of claims, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting 
clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

S. 3023 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Veterans’ Benefits Improvement Act of 
2008’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States 

Code. 
TITLE I—COMPENSATION AND PENSION 

MATTERS 
Sec. 101. Regulations on contents of notice to be 

provided claimants with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs re-
garding the substantiation of 
claims. 

Sec. 102. Judicial review of adoption and revi-
sion by the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs of the schedule of ratings 
for disabilities of veterans. 

Sec. 103. Automatic annual increase in rates of 
disability compensation and de-
pendency and indemnity com-
pensation. 

Sec. 104. Conforming amendment relating to 
non-deductibility from veterans’ 
disability compensation of dis-
ability severance pay for disabil-
ities incurred by members of the 
Armed Forces in combat zones. 

Sec. 105. Report on progress of the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs in addressing 
causes for variances in compensa-
tion payments for veterans for 
service-connected disabilities. 

Sec. 106. Report on studies regarding compensa-
tion of veterans for loss of earning 
capacity and quality of life and 
on long-term transition payments 
to veterans undergoing rehabilita-
tion for service-connected disabil-
ities. 

TITLE II—HOUSING MATTERS 
Sec. 201. Temporary increase in maximum loan 

guaranty amount for certain 
housing loans guaranteed by the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

Sec. 202. Enhancement of refinancing of home 
loans by veterans. 

Sec. 203. Four-year extension of demonstration 
projects on adjustable rate mort-
gages. 

Sec. 204. Eligibility for specially adapted hous-
ing benefits and assistance for 
members of the Armed Forces with 
a service-connected disability. 

Sec. 205. Report on impact of mortgage fore-
closures on veterans. 

TITLE III—LABOR AND EDUCATION 
MATTERS 

Subtitle A—Labor and Employment Matters 
Sec. 301. Waiver of 24-month limitation on pro-

gram of independent living serv-
ices and assistance for veterans 
with a severe disability incurred 
in the Post-9/11 Global Operations 
period. 

Sec. 302. Reform of USERRA complaint process. 
Sec. 303. Modification and expansion of report-

ing requirements with respect to 
enforcement of USERRA. 

Sec. 304. Training for executive branch human 
resources personnel on employ-
ment and reemployment rights of 
members of the uniformed serv-
ices. 

Sec. 305. Report on the employment needs of 
Native American veterans living 
on tribal lands. 

Sec. 306. Report on measures to assist and en-
courage veterans in completing 
vocational rehabilitation. 

Subtitle B—Education Matters 
Sec. 311. Relief for students who discontinue 

education because of military 
service. 

Sec. 312. Modification of period of eligibility for 
Survivors’ and Dependents’ Edu-
cational Assistance of certain 
spouses of individuals with serv-
ice-connected disabilities total 
and permanent in nature. 

Sec. 313. Repeal of requirement for report to the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs on 
prior training. 

Sec. 314. Modification of waiting period before 
affirmation of enrollment in a cor-
respondence course. 

Sec. 315. Change of programs of education at 
the same educational institution. 

Sec. 316. Repeal of certification requirement 
with respect to applications for 
approval of self-employment on- 
job training. 

Subtitle C—Other Matters 
Sec. 321. Designation of the Office of Small 

Business Programs of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

TITLE IV—COURT MATTERS 
Sec. 401. Increase in number of active judges on 

the United States Court of Ap-
peals for Veterans Claims. 

Sec. 402. Protection of privacy and security 
concerns in court records. 

Sec. 403. Recall of retired judges of the United 
States Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims. 

Sec. 404. Annual reports on workload of the 
United States Court of Appeals 
for Veterans Claims. 

TITLE V—INSURANCE MATTERS 

Sec. 501. Report on inclusion of severe and 
acute Post Traumatic Stress Dis-
order among conditions covered 
by traumatic injury protection 
coverage under Servicemembers’ 
Group Life Insurance. 

Sec. 502. Treatment of stillborn children as in-
surable dependents under 
Servicemembers’ Group Life In-
surance. 

Sec. 503. Other enhancements of 
Servicemembers’ Group Life In-
surance coverage. 

TITLE VI—OTHER MATTERS 

Sec. 601. Authority for suspension or termi-
nation of claims of the United 
States against individuals who 
died while serving on active duty 
in the Armed Forces. 

Sec. 602. Memorial headstones and markers for 
deceased remarried surviving 
spouses of veterans. 

Sec. 603. Three-year extension of authority to 
carry out income verification. 

Sec. 604. Three-year extension of temporary au-
thority for the performance of 
medical disability examinations 
by contract physicians. 

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED 
STATES CODE. 

Except as otherwise expressly provided, when-
ever in this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or repeal 
of, a section or other provision, the reference 
shall be considered to be made to a section or 
other provision of title 38, United States Code. 

TITLE I—COMPENSATION AND PENSION 
MATTERS 

SEC. 101. REGULATIONS ON CONTENTS OF NO-
TICE TO BE PROVIDED CLAIMANTS 
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS REGARDING THE 
SUBSTANTIATION OF CLAIMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5103(a) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ before ‘‘Upon receipt’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(2)(A) The Secretary shall prescribe in regu-
lations requirements relating to the contents of 
notice to be provided under this subsection. 

‘‘(B) The regulations required by this para-
graph— 

‘‘(i) shall specify different contents for notice 
depending on whether the claim concerned is an 
original claim, a claim for reopening a prior de-
cision on a claim, or a claim for increase in ben-
efits; 

‘‘(ii) may provide additional or alternative 
contents for notice if appropriate to the benefit 
or services sought under the claim; 

‘‘(iii) shall specify for each type of claim for 
benefits the general information and evidence 
required to substantiate the basic elements of 
such type of claim; and 

‘‘(iv) shall specify the time period limitations 
required pursuant to subsection (b).’’. 

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The regulations required 
by paragraph (2) of section 5103(a) of title 38, 
United States Code (as amended by subsection 
(a) of this section), shall apply with respect to 
notices provided to claimants on or after the ef-
fective date of such regulations. 
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