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schools. The foundation has also started an 
At-Risk Community Outreach program in col-
laboration with educational, business, commu-
nity, and mentoring organizations designed to 
bring certainty of opportunity to urban youth. 

At a time when material things have re-
placed character as the currency for meas-
uring success, the RARE Foundation has 
stepped in to reinforce the idea strong morals 
and character are imperative to achievement. 
In fact, their programs have proven to be so 
successful that they should serve as a model 
to be followed by other communities. 

Madam Speaker, the RARE Foundation 
continues to educate and enrich the lives of 
young people in Michigan. I wish to congratu-
late them and the many volunteers on their 
10th Anniversary and hope for many years of 
prosperity. 
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40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
KENNEDY POLITICAL UNION 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2008 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 40 
years ago today a tradition began at the 
American University in Washington, DC. That 
tradition, which I am proud to say I was and 
continue to be a part of, began when Theo-
dore Sorensen became the first speaker at the 
Kennedy Political Union at American Univer-
sity. I rise today to honor and recognize this 
institution for both its excellence and longevity. 

The Kennedy Political Union was founded to 
take advantage of American University’s 
Washington, DC location. Since its inception 
the Kennedy Political Union has been student- 
run, student-funded, and non-partisan in its 
commitment to connecting American Univer-
sity students with the most compelling speak-
ers on a wide variety of issues. 

Past speakers at the Kennedy Political 
Union have included Former Soviet Premier 
Mikhail Gorbachev, His Holiness the 14th 
Dalai Lama, and Secretaries of State Mad-
eleine Albright and Colin Powell, among hun-
dreds of others who have come to share their 
views and experiences with thousands of 
American University students. 

As Director for the 1980–81 Kennedy Polit-
ical Union Lecture Series, I hosted Israeli poli-
tician and diplomat Abba Eban; former Attor-
ney General Ramsey Clark; Alger Hiss; U.S. 
Senators Howard Baker, Strom Thurmond and 
George McGovern, and others. The experi-
ence was a formative one for me, and I to this 
day have maintained my ties with the Kennedy 
Political Union and my alma mater. 

With today, September 16, 2008 marking 
the 40th Anniversary of the Kennedy Political 
Union, I want to congratulate each of the Di-
rectors who have promoted the organization’s 
commitment to the expansion of political 
awareness and engagement. I want to thank 
the speakers who have made the organization 
what it is today, many of whom are former or 
current members of this body. And lastly I 
want to wish the Kennedy Political Union con-
tinued success now and in the future. 

HONORING MARGARET MEHRING 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 16, 2008 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, thank you 
for this opportunity to speak today about my 
dear friend Margaret Mehring, who passed 
away on July 3, 2008. Margaret was someone 
that we all want to—and need to—remember. 
She was an educator, filmmaker and author. 
She was a political activist, fighting against the 
McCarthy era excesses and standing firm for 
the freedoms we cherish in this country. 

She also worked hard to help Native Ameri-
cans tell their own stories, with her work being 
expanded to the founding of the Media Train-
ing Development Program for Tribal College 
around the country. She managed political 
campaigns and even wrote a pamphlet about 
running grassroots campaigns that I got into 
the hands of top Democrats in Washington. 
How many of her lessons are finding their way 
into this election, I often wonder. 

Margaret Mehring was all this and much, 
much more. She was a friend, a mentor, an 
always present conscience to many of us in 
this room. Margaret and I became friends 
when my late husband Walter was beginning 
his improbable run for Congress. That was 
back in 1994. Long before most people even 
knew who Walter was, Margaret was one of 
his strongest supporters. She and Walter— 
and I—connected on a very deep level. She 
understood the importance of building a com-
munity of hope and purpose. But she also 
knew the value of organizing a community 
around an idea or, in this case, a person and 
political movement. Margaret dedicated herself 
to organizing and turning out the vote for Wal-
ter so he would be elected to Congress. 

She was someone who really recognized 
the importance of grassroots organizing, mobi-
lizing a community, and turning out the vote. 
She was instrumental in galvanizing many of 
her friends and neighbors to support Walter’s, 
and later my, candidacy. And I will always be 
deeply grateful to the tireless work she de-
voted to my campaigns. 

But what makes me remember Margaret 
and miss her was larger than the help she 
provide Walter and me, as important as that 
was. 

Margaret’s work was dedicated as much to 
strengthening our democratic traditions and 
our civil society as it was to any one can-
didate. She was concerned about the vitality 
of our democracy and the health of our soci-
ety. Ensuring that we leave this wonderful 
Earth a better place than we found it was what 
drove her every day. Clearly Margaret was a 
valuable member of the Democratic party, but 
more importantly she was an asset to the 
Democratic process. 

I will miss Margaret dearly, I already do. But 
I carry with me—every day—the lessons of 
her commitment to her community, her dedica-
tion to making the world a better place. It is a 
source of strength and a constant inspiration 
to me. Thank you for letting me offer my 
thoughts today. 

IN TRIBUTE TO JIM KROG 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 16, 2008 

Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of a great Floridian and American, 
James Byron ‘‘Jim’’ Krog. The State of Florida 
suffered a great loss on September 4, 2008, 
when he passed away. 

Mr. Krog devoted a large part of his profes-
sional career to public service. Krog served as 
chief of staff for the Honorable Lawton Chiles, 
Governor of Florida, with a landmark new 
commitment to children’s healthcare. He also 
worked as a top aide to Governor Reubin 
Askew. He started in government relations in 
Tallahassee, which he returned to after work-
ing for Governor Chiles. As a founding mem-
ber of the Florida Association of Professional 
Lobbyists, he recognized the importance of 
improving the public image of his profession. 
Known for being a congenial man with a great 
sense of humor, Mr. Krog would battle against 
a political rival in the Capitol and then meet 
him or her afterwards to laugh it off. 

A Tampa native and graduate of the Univer-
sity of South Florida, Mr. Krog made time 
each semester to return to his alma mater to 
offer advice and encouragement to students 
interested in beginning a career in government 
or politics. After students graduated and came 
to Tallahassee to start jobs, he would mentor 
them. Now hundreds of USF students are 
working in government and public policy. They 
are a living legacy of his dedication to public 
service. 

Madam Speaker, Jim Krog will be greatly 
missed by the State of Florida. My thoughts 
are with his wife, Louella, and his son, Chris-
topher. 

f 

IN HONOR OF 2008 HISPANIC 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 16, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the 2008 Hispanic Heritage 
Month, as we celebrate the members of this 
community and their invaluable contributions 
to the Greater Cleveland Area and to our 
country. I also rise in honor of Senator Ken-
neth McClintock, and in recognition of his im-
measurable accomplishments as President of 
the Puerto Rican Senate. Senator McClintock 
is the keynote speaker at the kick-off cere-
mony of the 2008 Hispanic Heritage Month in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Hispanic Heritage Month celebrates and illu-
minates the significant contributions that 
Americans of Hispanic heritage have made in 
all aspects of American culture. Hispanic 
Americans have contributed immeasurably to 
the fields of law, medicine and education, and 
have shared their diverse and rich culture with 
us all through fine arts and music. Americans 
of Hispanic descent have served our country 
in numerous ways—as elected officials, teach-
ers, musicians, veterans, community activists, 
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