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us of its essential role in our democ-
racy. He has taken up the call to pro-
tect and defend the Constitution by en-
suring that its central place in Amer-
ican history is not forgotten. I join him 
in asking all Americans to honor our 
great national charter today and every 
day. 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, today 
we celebrate Constitution Day, the 
221st birthday of the founding docu-
ment of our country. Now, more than 
ever, it is time to reaffirm our commit-
ment to defending the liberties guaran-
teed by the Constitution, and to recog-
nize that strengthening civic education 
is an important part of this commit-
ment. ‘‘Democracy must be reborn in 
every generation, and education is its 
midwife,’’ wrote John Dewey. In fact, 
civic education was the original mis-
sion of American public education. 

Sadly, students today know too little 
about the civil liberties established in 
the Constitution that define our Amer-
ican way of life. On the most recent na-
tional civics assessment in 2006, only 20 
percent of eighth grade students scored 
at or above the proficient level. Less 
than one-third could identify the pur-
pose of the Constitution. Less than a 
fifth of high school seniors could ex-
plain how citizen participation 
strengthens democracy. Gaps in under-
standing like these translate later in 
life to reduced voter turnout, decreased 
civic engagement and community serv-
ice, and a weaker sense of national 
identity. 

As a result of legislation enacted in 
2005, more students across the country 
are receiving instruction on the Con-
stitution, civics, and American history 
in their schools today. To become re-
sponsible citizens, students need to 
know that the Constitution is not 
about the 39 men who signed it. It is a 
vital document that shapes events 
today and in the future. Instilling an 
understanding of the American ideals 
of liberty, justice, equality, and civic 
responsibility should be a central task 
in every school, every day. 

It should encourage the type of civic- 
mindedness displayed by the actions of 
community-based organizations and 
private citizens who rushed to aid vic-
tims of Hurricane Katrina and the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attacks. The long- 
term health of our democracy and 
America’s standing in the world depend 
on our own understanding of our past. 

In the reauthorization of the No 
Child Left Behind Act next year, we 
can strengthen our commitment to his-
tory and civics education, and encour-
age them to be integrated into all sub-
ject areas, extracurricular activities, 
and service-based learning. 

Our Nation’s Founders understood 
that education was critical to the 
strength of our democracy. As James 

Madison said to Thomas Jefferson after 
the Constitution was written, ‘‘Edu-
cate and inform the whole mass of the 
people . . . They are the only sure reli-
ance for the preservation of our lib-
erty.’’ 

As we commemorate the anniversary 
of the ratification of the Constitution, 
those words are especially timely, be-
cause they remind us that their work 
alone cannot sustain American democ-
racy. Our democracy depends heavily 
on enlightened and engaged citizens, 
and high-quality civic education is the 
best way to ensure that its funda-
mental principles will continue to 
guide America for the next 221 years, 
as we and future generations do our 
best ‘‘to form a more perfect Union, es-
tablish Justice, insure domestic Tran-
quility, provide for the common 
defence, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 
ourselves and our Posterity.’’ May it 
always be so.∑ 

Mr. SANDERS. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. LEVIN. I ask unanimous consent 
that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
MCCASKILL). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
continue in a period of morning busi-
ness with Members permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEVIN. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MISSILE DEFENSE 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam President, it 
is easy for us to fall into the trap and 
the habit of believing the United 
States and our friends around the 
world are immune from the aggressive 
actions of hostile nations. Since the 
Cold War has ended, I think we have 
come to think that conflicts between 
industrialized nations are an historic 
relic. I believe one writer who has since 
admitted he was in error wrote a book 
called ‘‘The End of History.’’ But we 
are not beyond history. We are not im-

mune from the threats that have ap-
parently always been out there in the 
world. And I wish it were not so, but I 
am afraid it is. I believe the world 
clearly remains a dangerous and unpre-
dictable place. Significant and serious 
threats exist. North Korea and Iran, for 
example, seek nuclear capabilities de-
spite all kinds of efforts by the rest of 
the world to convince them to the con-
trary. They continue to invest heavily 
in the development of long-range mis-
siles that could cause us great harm. 
Russia’s recent actions in Georgia re-
mind us that country, which we once 
hoped was on a path to greater integra-
tion into the global world community, 
might again be seeking to restore old 
Soviet ideas of dominance throughout 
their neighbors and in Eastern Europe, 
all of which should serve as a motiva-
tion to move ahead with the necessary 
capabilities to defend ourselves and our 
allies from missile attack, in par-
ticular. If a government, by way of the 
skills, knowledge, and technical 
achievements of its citizens, has the 
ability to protect itself from a known 
threat, does it not have a moral obliga-
tion to do so? 

I remember once former Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger saying: 

I never heard of a nation whose policy it is 
to keep itself vulnerable to attack. 

Why would we want to allow our-
selves to remain vulnerable to a poten-
tial missile attack from North Korea 
or Iran? Well, we do not. We have been 
working for some time now to develop 
a defense system to block any such 
missile attack. Although it is highly 
technical and complex, we have made 
tremendous progress, and we now know 
we have a system that fundamentally 
works and we are continuing to ad-
vance it every year. 

We cannot do this alone, however. We 
have our friends in Europe. We asked 
them for assistance in developing a 
third site there. In fact, perhaps one of 
the threats we face would be from a 
missile launch from Iran. The Iranians 
are continually working on advanced 
missiles. I believe they are also openly 
moving forward to develop nuclear ca-
pabilities. If they were to launch such 
an attack against the United States, it 
would pass over Europe. So Europe 
would be an important site for us in 
protecting the United States. 

Indeed, the importance of recent de-
cisions, therefore, taken by the Gov-
ernments of Poland and the Czech Re-
public to base missile defense assets on 
their territory to protect our NATO al-
lies and the United States against 
long-range ballistic missile threats is 
very important. The United States has 
been negotiating with the Czech Re-
public and Poland since early 2007 to 
base a missile-tracking radar and 10 
long-range interceptors—just 10, but 
importantly 10—in those countries. I 
am pleased to note that those agree-
ments were signed between the United 
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