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The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 767, H.R. 6049, the 
Renewable Energy and Job Creation Act of 
2008. 

Harry Reid, Max Baucus, Sherrod Brown, 
Thomas R. Carper, Robert Menendez, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard Durbin, 
Ron Wyden, Jon Tester, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Patrick J. Leahy, Charles E. 
Schumer, Dianne Feinstein, Claire 
McCaskill, Ken Salazar, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Daniel K. Inouye, Christopher 
J. Dodd. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators allowed to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

THE ECONOMY 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, since I 
took office last year, I have held more 
than 115 roundtables in nearly all of 
Ohio’s 88 counties—from Ashtabula to 
Cincinnati, from Bryan the Gallipolis— 
as I bring together 15 or 20 people from 
a community and listen to them talk 
about their hopes and their dreams and 
what we can do together to make Ohio 
a better place and to move this country 
forward. But more than anything else, 
as I listen to people in communities 
such as Bucyrus and Mansfield and 
Wauseon, I hear about widespread eco-
nomic anxiety and a betrayed middle 
class. 

Ohioans have understood that for 
years, especially in the first 6 years of 
the Bush administration, this govern-
ment allowed the drug companies to 
write the Medicare laws, allowed the 
oil industry to dictate energy policy, 
had allowed Wall Street to push 
through job-killing trade agreements 
through the House and the Senate. 

They feel the middle class was be-
trayed by our Government. I hear from 
Ohioans worried about record high gas 
prices, worried about food prices, wor-
ried about good-paying jobs continuing 
to move overseas, worried about health 
insurance that costs more and covers 
less. 

Some of these worries can be blamed 
in part on our current recession, but 
that misses the larger point. For the 
last 7 years, the labor force workers 
have worked harder and harder, leading 
to huge gains in productivity. The pro-
ductivity of workers in our economy 
has gone up like this. Yet CEOs’ sala-
ries and bonuses went through the roof 
while middle class Americans’ wages 
stagnated and more families slipped 
below the poverty line. Again, produc-
tivity has gone up like this, meaning 
workers are creating more wealth for 
their employers, but wages have been 
stagnant for 80 or 90 percent of the 
workforce. 

In other words, as workers have pro-
duced more, as workers have been more 
productive, as workers have made more 
money for their bosses, if you will, 
they simply have not shared in the 
wealth they created. They are not get-
ting raises. They are paying more for 
health insurance, they are seeing their 
pensions begin to disintegrate, as they 
are making more and more money for 
their employer. 

At the same time, while China ma-
nipulated its currency and ignored 
labor and environmental standards, 
corporations took the bait and aban-
doned American communities. While 
hedge fund managers irresponsibly le-
veraged real estate holdings, millions 
of Americans lost their homes to fore-
closures. In other words, while Wall 
Street enjoyed an inflated stock mar-
ket and a so-called economic expan-
sion, most Americans actually became 
worse off. 

In the last few weeks, we know 
things have gotten worse. The Govern-
ment has been forced to seize Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac. Lehman Broth-
ers, an institution on Wall Street for 
150 years, filed for bankruptcy on Mon-
day. It is also reported that for the 8th 
straight month, our Nation has lost 
jobs. The national unemployment rate 
is now 6.1 percent—a 5-year high. We 
know what happened to AIG today. 

Mr. President, 9.4 million Americans 
are officially unemployed, 2.2 million 
more than a year ago—tens of thou-
sands in my State of Ohio. In fact, you 
have to go back more than 15 years, to 
December 1992, to find a time when 
more Americans were forced to rely on 
the Government for their income. 

In my State of Ohio, middle class 
workers are facing even more bad news. 
DHL, the cargo express carrier, has an-
nounced that more than 8,000 workers 
at Wilmington Air Park, the largest 
privately owned airport in the United 
States, will lose their jobs. Norwalk 
Furniture halted operations earlier 
this month, sending 500 employees 
home. General Motors is closing its 
plant in Moraine, a decision that will 
cost 1,200 Ohioans their livelihoods. 

Do you know what. The worst part is 
this: The administration is proud of 
this record. They are proud of the free 

trade agreements that have protected 
corporate interests, that have elimi-
nated good-paying manufacturing jobs, 
that have brought unsafe food, drugs, 
and toys into American homes. They 
are proud of these free trade agree-
ments, and they want more of them. 

They are proud of the tax cuts that 
went overwhelmingly to the wealthy 
and ignored the plight of the middle 
class. We know what that has meant. It 
has meant budget deficits as far as the 
eye can see. It has meant more money 
for the wealthiest people in this soci-
ety, paid for by the middle class, and 
paid for by our children and our grand-
children of the future. Yet they are 
proud of these tax cuts that go over-
whelmingly to the rich. The adminis-
tration is proud of the financial de-
regulation that allowed greed on Wall 
Street to run amok. 

These days, Republicans respond to 
critics by saying: Things aren’t so bad. 
JOHN MCCAIN, our colleague from Ari-
zona, said: The foundations of the econ-
omy are strong. Former Senator Phil 
Gramm, the mentor of Senator 
MCCAIN, the chief economic adviser to 
Senator MCCAIN, said: The recession is 
in our heads. It is a mental recession, 
he said. 

I guess if you think things are going 
well, you advocate for more of the 
same, which is why Republicans con-
tinue to push for more tax cuts for cor-
porations that outsource jobs overseas, 
pushing more energy policies that en-
rich oil companies and reinforce our 
dependence on foreign oil, pushing for 
more subsidies for private HMOs par-
ticipating in Medicare, pushing more 
antiunion policies that undercut work-
ers’ power to bargain collectively and 
join the middle class, pushing for more 
hypocrisy that says we can afford to 
spend $10 billion a month in Iraq; we 
just cannot find the money to help un-
insured children in Columbus or Zanes-
ville or Dayton or Chillicothe or 
Springfield or Xenia. 

In fact, since we had our last vote, 
about an hour ago, we have spent some 
$19 million on the war in Iraq. In the 
last hour, we have spent about $19 mil-
lion on the war in Iraq. Think what 
that could do for health care, for edu-
cation, for rebuilding our infrastruc-
ture in Lima and in Portsmouth and in 
Chillicothe. Perhaps most troubling of 
all, Republicans are still, unbelievably 
enough, pushing for the privatization 
of Social Security. Can my colleagues 
imagine—Senator SANDERS and I were 
talking about this a moment ago—if 3 
years ago, when George Bush, DICK 
CHENEY, and JOHN MCCAIN were fight-
ing to privatize Social Security, and 
people in this institution, including 
Leader REID and Senator SANDERS, 
when he was in the House of Represent-
atives, and many of us fought against 
that privatization of Social Security— 
can my colleagues imagine if that had 
passed in early 2005? If the President 
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