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the U.S. consumer/citizen. Step it up and 
take control of this situation before we all 
are made to suffer through a multi-year re-
cession. 

Thank you for your time. 
TOM, Lewiston. 

Thank you for your e-letter of this date. In 
the Big Lost River Valley, mass transit will 
not be efficient, but neighbors can be in-
creasingly efficient. We and our neighbors 
are beginning a neighborhood plan whereby 
we coordinate medical, pharmacy, dental, 
shopping and other errands, mostly to Idaho 
Falls, nearly 90 miles distant, to reduce indi-
vidual gasoline purchases. By previewing 
times and schedules, we can accomplish nu-
merous tasks in the destination city with 
fewer vehicles/travel. My neighbors and I 
agree substantially with the points made in 
your e-letter: aggressively promote in-
creased domestic production and refining of 
gas and oil products, nuclear power/elec-
tricity production and electric and hydrogen 
power for automobiles. The unintended con-
sequences of the ethanol program will lead 
us to proper caution about alternative fuels. 
Thank you for your good works. 

Most respectfully, 
DAVID, Darlington. 

I think the current U.S. government may 
be on the way to causing civil war!!! You 
hear it on the streets, how [angry] people are 
getting at [the inaction. The environmental-
ists seem to hold undue influence over deci-
sions and legislation from Congress. I do not 
believe that global warming is a threat. Both 
political parties have not been able to ad-
dress the public’s concerns about energy, and 
the federal government just keeps spending 
more and more taxpayer dollars.] 

Drill here, drill now. 
Secure the border. 

DWAYNE. 

My husband and I are seniors; we are in our 
70s. We are not suffering as much from the 
high gas prices as our grandchildren are. Our 
youngest grandson is 17, and we have grand-
children who are 26. Boise wages are not the 
greatest, so it is really putting a dent in 
their budgets when gas prices are so high. I 
have wanted a decent transit (bus) system in 
Boise and Ada County forever. We have lived 
in Boise since June 1970. I came from Port-
land, Oregon. That is a city that can be very 
proud of their transit system. The buses run 
day and night, seven days a week. 

I do not know why Boise has to be so slow 
with progress. A good bus system would be 
invaluable now. There has to be a transfer 
system so you can get where you need to go. 
I wish some of the ‘‘powers that be in Boise’’ 
would go to Portland and study their bus 
(transit) system. 

I have a sister who lives in Salem, Oregon, 
the state capital, and they have a wonderful 
bus system also. Boise is a state capital and 
our bus system is tragic. Look at the gas 
that could be saved if people could ride buses 
and could depend on buses. A street car sys-
tem downtown is not going to help very 
many people! I do drive, and I drive a large 
car. I never go downtown, but if there was a 
good bus system that I could use, I would bus 
downtown a lot. I live out by 5 Mile and Vic-
tory and where I live there are no buses. 

Sincerely, 
SALLY. 

This probably does not fit your agenda, but 
actually, gasoline prices have been a lot 
worse. I paid a much higher percentage of 

my income when I was stationed overseas. 
The Energy Information Administration 
says we were reaching much deeper into our 
pockets to pay for gasoline in 1980 than last 
year. The real difference is that today’s 
money buys less value. So, the best way the 
government can keep gasoline affordable is 
to stop creating inflation. The next thing 
you could do is require automobile makers 
to deliver cars that get better mileage. USA 
cars need to be more competitive. 

JIM. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

BROOKLYN-GUERNSEY-MALCOM 
COMMUNITY EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa 
and across the United States, a new 
school year has begun. As you know, 
Iowa public schools have an excellent 
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation. 

I would like to take just a few min-
utes today to salute the dedicated 
teachers, administrators, and school 
board members in the Brooklyn-Guern-
sey-Malcom Community School Dis-
trict, and to report on their participa-
tion in a unique Federal partnership to 
repair and modernize school facilities. 

This fall marks the 10th year of the 
Iowa Demonstration Construction 
Grant Program. That is its formal 
name, but it is better known among 
educators in Iowa as the program of 
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. 
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the 
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovation 
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire safety systems to building 
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal 
funding is used to leverage public and/ 
or private local funding, so it often has 
a tremendous multiplier effect in a 
local school district. 

The Brooklyn-Guernsey-Malcom 
Community School District received a 
Harkin Grant totaling $435,824 which 
was used to help renovate the high 
school. The district also received three 
fire safety grants totaling $95,800 to up-
grade the fire alarm system and make 
other improvements. The Federal 
grants have made it possible for the 
district to provide quality and safe 
schools for their students. 

Excellent schools do not just pop up 
like mushrooms after a rain. They are 
the product of vision, leadership, per-
sistence, and a tremendous amount of 
collaboration among local officials and 
concerned citizens. I salute the entire 
staff, administration, and governance 
in the Brooklyn-Guernsey-Malcom 
Community School District. In par-
ticular, I would like to recognize the 
leadership of the board of education— 
president Beverly Rens, Bob Parker, 

Travis Solem, Arlene Ford, Kyle Mont-
gomery, Ed Kline, Larry Pendarvis and 
former board members Gaynell Conner 
and LaVerne Kriegel. I would also like 
to recognize superintendent Brad 
Hohensee, former superintendent Terry 
McLeod and high school principal Rick 
Radcliffe. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin school grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re-
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up-
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
that the average age of school build-
ings in the United States is nearly 50 
years. 

Too often, our children visit ultra-
modern shopping malls and gleaming 
sports arenas on weekends, but during 
the week go to school in rundown or 
antiquated facilities. This sends ex-
actly the wrong message to our young 
people about our priorities. We have to 
do better. 

That is why I am deeply grateful to 
the professionals and parents in the 
Brooklyn-Guernsey-Malcom Commu-
nity School District. There is no ques-
tion that a quality public education for 
every child is a top priority in that 
community. I salute them, and wish 
them a very successful new school 
year.∑ 
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CENTRAL CLINTON COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa 
and across the United States, a new 
school year has begun. As you know, 
Iowa public schools have an excellent 
reputation nationwide, and Iowa stu-
dents’ test scores are among the high-
est in the Nation. 

I would like to take just a few min-
utes, today, to salute the dedicated 
teachers, administrators, and school 
board members in the Central Clinton 
Community School District, and to re-
port on their participation in a unique 
Federal partnership to repair and mod-
ernize school facilities. 

This fall marks the 10th year of the 
Iowa Demonstration Construction 
Grant Program. That is its formal 
name, but it is better known among 
educators in Iowa as the program of 
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. 
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se-
cure a total of $121 million for the 
State government in Iowa, which se-
lects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovation 
and repair efforts—everything from up-
dating fire safety systems to building 
new schools or renovating existing fa-
cilities. In many cases, this Federal 
funding is used to leverage public and/ 
or private local funding, so it often has 
a tremendous multiplier effect in a 
local school district. 
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