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those desiring to circumvent the ban on alco-
hol. In response, the Treasury Department 
mandated changes in the formula to make it 
undrinkable. 

In an attempt to fool government testing, un-
scrupulous vendors would sometimes adul-
terate their Jake with an industrial plasticizer. 
As a result, tens of thousands of victims suf-
fered paralysis of their feet and hands—usu-
ally, this paralysis was permanent. 

Other amateur distillers used old automobile 
radiators to distill liquor, and the resulting 
product was dangerously high in lead salts— 
which usually led to fatal lead poisoning. 

On December 5, 1933, the United States 
ratified the 21st amendment, repealing Prohi-
bition and restoring the control of alcohol regu-
lation to the States. 

For 75 years, this regulatory system has al-
lowed each state to adopt individual laws that 
fit the beliefs of the residents of each State. 

State lawmakers, regulators, law enforce-
ment officers, and public health officials in 
each State have developed and implemented 
effective policies that have protected con-
sumers and encouraged safe and responsible 
consumption. 

While the United States now enjoys the 
safest and most responsible alcohol distribu-
tion network in the world, cases of tainted or 
counterfeit alcohol continue to occur across 
the globe. 

Just yesterday in the United Kingdom, a po-
lice raid found 1,100 bottles of fake vodka that 
may blind consumers, many using the SPAR 
Imperial label. 

British officials believe it is likely that more 
of the vodka is on the market. Small shops 
and stores in particular have been told to be 
on the lookout. 

The potential for counterfeit alcohol and un-
scrupulous vendors remains a threat through-
out the world today, and presents a real dan-
ger to consumers. 

The state-based system for regulating alco-
hol in the United States has served as one of 
the safest and most responsible systems for 
protecting consumers from tainted or counter-
feit alcohol. 

I think it is fitting to salute the State law-
makers, regulators, law enforcement officers, 
and public health officials that have made this 
regulatory system successful. 

I’d like to thank the Judiciary Committee, 
specifically Chairman JOHN CONYERS and 
Ranking Member LAMAR SMITH, for their sup-
port in allowing us to consider this resolution 
today. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the 75th anniversary of the repeal of 
Prohibition, and in commemorating the effec-
tive state-based system of alcohol regulation. 

Vote ‘‘yes’’ on this important resolution. 
Mr. COHEN. I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
COHEN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 415. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

AMERICAN ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, you know, there’s an old saying 
that sometimes people whistle past the 
graveyard. I think, last night, that’s 
what this Congress did. The majority 
on the other side rammed through a 
bill that’s not going to do anything to 
move us toward energy independence, 
and that means we’re going to continue 
to send $700 billion a year overseas to 
Saudi Arabia, to Nigeria, to Venezuela, 
and to other countries, many of whom 
don’t like us at all and who are using 
our own money against us. $700 billion 
a year. 

While we didn’t do anything about 
that, that which would create hundreds 
of thousands of jobs in the United 
States, we have found that Freddie 
Mac and Fannie Mae we have bailed 
out for God only knows how much 
money. It’s in the hundreds and hun-
dreds of billions. It’s probably going to 
be more than the S&L tragedy we had 
years ago. Bear Stearns we bailed out. 
AIG, $85 billion last night. There’s $25 
billion to $30 billion we’re going to give 
to the auto industry. We’re going to be 
giving money, no doubt, to the avia-
tion industry because it’s in trouble be-
cause of the energy crisis. The stim-
ulus package we’re talking about is 
going to cost probably about $50 billion 
in the next week because the Democrat 
majority is going to send that to the 
floor, and we don’t have the money. 
We’re talking about $800 billion to $900 
billion that the taxpayers are going to 
have to cough up that we do not have. 
Now, what does that mean for the 
economy of the United States? 

It means simply that the dollar and 
the economy are going the wrong way. 
Today, get this: Gold went up over $70 
an ounce. If you look back over the 
past several years, gold was running 
between $250 an ounce. Today, it went 
up by 25 percent over what the average 
was for the price of gold. Do you know 
why? 

It’s because there is no confidence in 
the dollar right now, and we’re not 
doing a darned thing in this body or in 
the other body to deal with the prob-
lem. Nothing. We had a chance last 
night to move toward energy independ-

ence and to save $700 billion a year 
that we’re sending overseas. That 
would have made a dent in the problem 
we’re dealing with right now, and it 
would have provided a mechanism for 
hundreds of thousands of jobs, and it 
would have cut the price of gasoline 
and of heating oil and of everything 
else that we have to deal with. It would 
have moved us radically toward energy 
independence. It would have helped sta-
bilize the economy of the United 
States. We didn’t do a darned thing, 
and everybody knows it. Everybody 
knows what we did last night was a 
sham. 

It’s not going to result in any drill-
ing. It’s not going to result in any 
more oil here in the United States. It’s 
not going to result in anything toward 
nuclear or toward alternative sources 
of energy. It’s not going to do a darned 
thing. Yet we went to the American 
people last night, my Democrat major-
ity with that bill, and said, ‘‘Hey, we’re 
going to solve your energy problem,’’ 
and it was a big lie, a facade. 

We had an alternative bill. We had an 
alternative bill sponsored by Demo-
crats and Republicans—Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE and Mr. PETERSON, Democrats 
and Republicans—that would have 
moved us toward energy independence 
that was really a compromise. It didn’t 
allow drilling in the ANWR, which I 
preferred, but it did allow other things 
like coal shale converted to oil and 
drilling off the Outer Continental 
Shelf. It would have resulted in rev-
enue sharing with the States that 
would allow us to drill. 

The bill that we passed did not do 
any of that. The bottom line is this 
economy is in real trouble, and it’s not 
just because of this Congress, but it’s 
in real trouble because of loans that we 
gave to people who didn’t deserve home 
loans, and it was because of the pack-
aging of those loans and selling them 
up the line. 

The fact of the matter is we could 
have done something last night to help 
stem the tide by passing an energy bill 
that would have led us not only to en-
ergy independence but to saving about 
$700 billion a year that we’re sending 
overseas to people who are not our 
friends. 

It’s a real tragedy. This Congress is 
sitting on its hands, and it’s not doing 
anything at a time when this country 
is crying out for some action, not just 
for energy, not just for lower gas prices 
but for some kind of a movement to-
ward solving the economic problems 
that face this country. 

I’m going to end by telling you this: 
If gold goes up $70 in one day, that’s an 
indication that the value of the dollar 
is going down the tubes. In addition to 
that, everybody’s 401(k)s and IRAs are 
going down with it. 

This is a very, very difficult time for 
America, and Congress needs to re-
spond, and we’re not doing a darned 
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