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North Carolina, Rotary Club, once 
again brought the people of Ashe Coun-
ty together to pull off a spectacular sa-
lute to our troops and led her fellow 
Rotarians, who served as volunteers for 
this event, in the cause. 

Thank you, Vicky, for your work and 
your love of country and our military 
men and women. Thank you, Jefferson 
Rotarians, for all of the work, effort 
and money that you put into making 
this a wonderful event. 

It is always fitting to honor those 
who put their lives on the line for our 
Nation and make tremendous sacrifices 
for our freedom, and today is no excep-
tion. Thank you to our veterans, their 
families, and to the patriotic Ameri-
cans like Vicky Moody and Ashe Coun-
ty who stand behind our active duty 
military as they defend the front lines 
of the fight for liberty. May God con-
tinue to bless you, and may God con-
tinue to bless the United States of 
America. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE NEW YORK SUN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WEINER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, we have 
had a great deal of discussion about 
New York institutions, great institu-
tions that have been around for a very 
long time, frankly, succumbing to eco-
nomic pressures, bad regulation, mis-
fortune. But we are in a perilously 
close position in New York to losing 
another great New York institution, 
and that is the newspaper The New 
York Sun, which has been operating for 
the better part of 7 years now. 

It isn’t often that someone in our 
line of work rises to pay tribute to a 
periodical, particularly one that is fre-
quently quite critical of those of us in 
public life, but The Sun is a unique 
New York institution. It is arguably 
the only newspaper, frankly the only 
outlet in New York City right now, 
that is truly covering civic affairs in 
New York, and doing a very good job of 
covering civic affairs here in Wash-
ington and around the world. 

For the purpose of making these re-
marks, I just grabbed at random a copy 
of The Sun recently and pulled out this 
copy from September 8th. And I defy 
any of my colleagues to find a publica-
tion in their part of the world, and 
even the ones that are best known— 
The New York Times, The Boston 
Globe, any of them—that has coverage 
comparable to The New York Sun. 

Right here is coverage of how Rus-
sian war games have begun in the Car-
ibbean, with a long description of how 
the Monroe Doctrine is entangled; cov-
erage by E.B. Solomont on health care, 
talking about the challenges facing 
children’s health care in New York and 
around the country; conversation 
about arts and fashion. The Arts Sec-

tion of The Sun provides arts coverage 
second to no one. They even found 
some time to put on the front page cov-
erage of sports, Brett Favre’s begin-
ning of his career with the New York 
Jets. 

Now, you might be thinking this 
must be a newspaper that has been par-
ticularly kind to my point of view, 
maybe the editorial page has been par-
ticularly kind to the values that I 
share. Very often, if not most of the 
time, I disagree with their editorial 
page. But it is always erudite and thor-
ough and gives us a great deal to think 
about. 

Not long ago, many readers were 
shocked to find out what, frankly, we 
are learning about in a lot of news-
papers around the country, it has fall-
en onto hard times financially. Well, 
there are many ways that we are going 
to be called upon to participate in our 
civic life in this election year. Obvi-
ously first and foremost among them is 
we are going to be asked to vote. But 
one of the things that all citizens in 
New York can do—and for those of you 
who have access to the Internet, you 
can go to nysun.com and take a look at 
the newspaper online—one of the 
things we all can do is engage in our 
civic debate well-armed with some 
facts about the issues of the day. 

There is no better place to get it 
than The New York Sun. You know, 
perhaps it is ‘‘old media,’’ but it is 
good, old-fashioned, substantive civic 
engagement with a balanced coverage 
and smart coverage. You are going to 
find things in The Sun that, frankly, 
the other newspapers gloss over, the 
other papers pay no attention to. 

I recently got a lot of attention, and 
perhaps snickering, by referring to how 
‘‘tabloidy’’ a lot of the broadsheet 
newspapers have become in New York 
City, and I singled out The New York 
Times for that treatment. Well, frank-
ly, if all newspapers had the level of 
thoroughness and the level of sophis-
tication and the level of respect that it 
shows to readers that The Sun does, I 
think that, frankly, the debate in New 
York City and around the country 
would be a lot better off. 

This is volume 124, number 101. I 
don’t know exactly what those num-
bers mean. But hopefully for years to 
come, New Yorkers, American citizens 
of all stripes, will be able to pick up 
this newspaper, and I think they will 
be better for it. 

Now, while I have the microphone, I 
should say to any of their editorial 
page who are listening, you are wrong 
about 90 percent of the time, and hope-
fully you will get better over the 
course of the next 7 years. But, by all 
means, I am not going to stop reading, 
and I would encourage all of my neigh-
bors to do the same. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

REMEMBERING RECENT NATURAL 
DISASTERS IN IOWA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. BRALEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise tonight to remember that, in a 
time of widespread national disasters, 
it is important to remember those dis-
asters that have already occurred this 
year and not forget the impact that 
they have had on people back in the 
great State of Iowa, which I am proud 
to represent in this body. 

For most of us, May 25th was the day 
before Memorial Day. It was the day of 
my son’s high school open house from 
his graduation, and our biggest concern 
that day was how much rain we were 
going to get. But shortly after all of 
our guests left, I started following a 
news story that would have profound 
implications for me and the people I 
represent back in Iowa’s First District. 

This wall cloud that is visible on the 
easel to my right was a wall cloud that 
brought a devastating EF–5 tornado to 
the citizens of Parkersburg, New Hart-
ford, Dunkerton and Hazleton, killing 
eight people, causing widespread de-
struction in those communities and se-
rious flooding in other parts of my dis-
trict. And that was what transformed 
the summer of 2008 for many Iowans. 

b 2030 

This wall cloud contained this power-
ful tornado and went right by one of 
my constituents’ farms, that was Sen-
ator CHARLES GRASSLEY, who lives near 
New Hartford, Iowa. The effects of this 
powerful tornado can be seen in this 
photograph, this overhead shot of Par-
kersburg, Iowa, where nearly one-third 
of homes and businesses in the south 
side of Parkersburg were destroyed. 

You can see here where the high 
school was destroyed. The folks in Par-
kersburg are very proud of the fact 
that four of the graduates of their high 
school, Aplington-Parkersburg, cur-
rently are starters in the National 
Football League, an extraordinary ac-
complishment for a town of less than 
2,000 people. The widespread devasta-
tion as this EF–5 tornado went through 
Parkersburg will be felt for many years 
to come and illustrate the need for 
Federal emergency disaster assistance 
in times when people are at their most 
vulnerable. 

To give you a better view of how in-
dividuals were impacted, this photo-
graph shows the widespread destruc-
tion that leveled, literally, every 
home, office, business and building in 
the swath of the tornado pass through. 
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You can see that the trees are com-
pletely denuded of any vegetation. 
Here you see people that are working 
hard to clean up an area where one of 
the homes was destroyed near where 
two people were killed. 

I was very proud that when this dis-
aster struck, my staff did a fantastic 
job of responding to the needs of every 
community wherever we could. This 
photograph shows me with my chain 
saw in front of one of the homes that 
was completely destroyed shortly after 
the tornado struck. 

This is the basement of the home 
that I was working on and a family 
whose entire home contents were com-
pletely destroyed by the tornado. I 
kept holding up things that I found in 
their basement and asking them if they 
wanted to save it, and they said, well, 
that’s not ours. This is common. 

There were things that were found, 
that were taken out of Parkersburg 
during this tornado, in Prairie du 
Chien, Wisconsin, over 100 miles away. 

On the front edge of the tornado, the 
town of Lamont had 8 inches of rain in 
a 24-hour period that flooded the com-
munity and caused widespread destruc-
tion to their infrastructure, including 
this bridge, all within the week of Me-
morial Day. 

Then, as if that weren’t enough, the 
week after Memorial Day, the town of 
New Hartford, which had been hit by 
this EF–5 tornado, was completely 
overwhelmed by flooding from Beaver 
Creek. The tragedy of these storms is 
that, as you can see in the background 
of downtown New Hartford, the hard-
ware store has left town. The only con-
venience store, the Kwik Star, has left 
town and is no longer in business. The 
places where people went to get their 
basic necessities are being driven out 
by the implications of these storms. 

The town of Elkader, Iowa, up in 
Clayton County, which is one of the 
most scenic parts of my district, had a 
flood predicted at 20 feet for a 12-foot 
flood stage. The river crested at 31 feet 
and overwhelmed the community, de-
stroyed the grocery store, flooded busi-
nesses and caused widespread destruc-
tion to homes in Elkader. 

Waverly, Iowa, in Bremer County, 
also suffered widespread damage due to 
the flooding. The same types of de-
struction can be seen in their down-
town streets, which has enormous im-
plications for infrastructure. Cedar 
Falls’ utilities, completely over-
whelmed by the flooding, and a rail-
road bridge in downtown Waterloo, 
where I live, will need to be replaced 
and has an enormous impact on the 
commerce at John Deere’s Waterloo 
works. 

The disaster response that this Con-
gress made was immediate and swift, 
$2.65 billion, but much more is needed 
to address the needs in the First Dis-
trict and the Second District and other 
parts of Iowa. It’s time for Congress to 

act and pass a supplemental disaster 
assistance bill for all of the midwestern 
flooding and tornado victims and also 
addresses serious problems from Hurri-
cane Ike and Gustav in our gulf coast. 

The response initially to this disaster 
from our Federal disaster agencies was 
very encouraging, but there has been a 
backlog in getting the funds that Con-
gress has appropriated through the 
Federal agencies to the people in need 
in Iowa. The time to break that back-
log is now. 

We need to start freeing up the Com-
munity Development Block Grant 
money so that it can have an impact in 
these communities that I have been 
showing you here tonight. We need to 
free up other small business loans and 
other funding that should be getting to 
the people in need in Iowa, including 
the people of Cedar Rapids, who were 
devastated with the highest flood that 
they have ever seen and has 400 square 
blocks of downtown Cedar Rapids 
where homes and businesses were de-
stroyed and need to be rebuilt. 

That’s why the crisis is now. The 
time to act is now. We need to take ad-
vantage of the widespread attention on 
people in need in this country and ad-
dress their concerns. 

f 

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. ALTMIRE) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr Speaker, we are 
here tonight as part of the 30-Some-
thing Working Group. We will be joined 
tonight by several members of the 
working group, including Congressman 
TIM RYAN from Ohio. I believe Con-
gressman MEEK from Florida is going 
to be making an appearance, and any-
one else who wants to join in that may 
be viewing us, certainly from their of-
fices, is welcome to come down and 
join the discussion on a couple of issues 
that are facing this country and some 
things that are in the news this week 
and that we have dealt with in Con-
gress this week. 

Number one, I am going to start with 
the economy. I don’t think anyone can 
pick up a newspaper, watch a TV or do 
any reading of any kind without seeing 
that our economy is in crisis right 
now. The stock market on this day 
went down 450 points after going down 
more than 500 points the day before 
yesterday. 

We are in the position right now, as 
a Congress, and as a Nation, where we 
have some very difficult decisions to 
make. The administration came in and 
did their third major bailout of a major 
corporate institution this week with 
the AIG Insurance Company, and we 
are going to talk more about that. We 
are going to talk about the reasons 
why we got to where we are today. 

There is an instructive part of this 
whole thing to take a walk down mem-
ory lane and to see what the economy 
was like 8 years ago and what the econ-
omy is like today, and to discuss how 
we got from where we are, where we 
were then, to where we are today. 

We also have to talk about what’s 
happening today, what is the crisis, 
what, exactly, is next. In some ways we 
don’t know, but there are things that 
we can do immediately to take imme-
diate action to prevent this crisis from 
getting worse. 

We are going to have a discussion 
about how we got here. We are going to 
have a discussion about what we do 
now. That might be the most impor-
tant part. There is urgency to this. 

Then we are going to talk about the 
future. What are the long-term safe-
guards that we can put in place to 
make sure that this never happens 
again? 

That’s, for many onlookers, the 
worst part of this whole process, the 
fact that we had safeguards in the mar-
ket that were supposed to work, that 
were supposed to prevent this from 
happening, and those safeguards didn’t 
work. Then, as it applies to the securi-
ties industry and some of the 
leveraging that was taking place in the 
market, we have the fact that it was a 
completely unregulated market. 

It was a free-for-all, and it wasn’t 
that there was deregulation that took 
place, in many cases these were mar-
kets that were never regulated to begin 
with. It was a laissez-faire attitude 
that this administration had, and the 
free-for-all that took place that led us 
to where we are today and how are we 
going to fix that, moving forward into 
the future. 

So with regard to the economy, those 
are the three things we are going to do, 
talk about the mistakes that were 
made in the past that led us to where 
we are today, talk about what this 
Congress is going to do, hopefully in a 
bipartisan way, working with the ad-
ministration, because there is nothing 
more important than getting this crisis 
solved. What are we going to do in the 
near term to solve the problem and 
move forward? Then, what are we going 
to do to ever prevent this from hap-
pening again. 

To begin that discussion, I would ask 
the participants in the debate to take a 
walk down memory lane with me while 
we talk about where the stock market 
was 8 years ago. I think that now, now 
that we are in the crisis we are in, it’s 
fair to compare periods of time. Let’s 
compare the past 8 years to the pre-
vious 8 years. 

In the 8 years of the Clinton adminis-
tration, the stock market in this coun-
try went up 226 percent, 226 percent in-
crease in 8 years. Now, what is that by 
the historical average? You say, I don’t 
know, is that a lot, is that a little? 
What is 226 percent? 
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