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RECOGNIZING MR. STEVEN SHA-

PIRO FOR HIS NATIONAL LEAD-
ERSHIP IN BUILDING SAFETY 
AND FIRE PROTECTION 

HON. THELMA D. DRAKE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Steven Shapiro, a resident of 
Hampton, Virginia, and someone I am espe-
cially proud to have as a constituent. In addi-
tion to his full-time public service as the Build-
ing Official for Hampton, this year Steve has 
also served as President of the Board of the 
International Code Council. It is the on-going 
work of the Code Council that provides the na-
tion with an extensive body of model building 
and fire safety regulations. His role as the 
President of the Code Council is the culmina-
tion of 30 years of experience, leadership and 
tireless work in ensuring that we are well pro-
tected in the buildings where we live and 
work. 

I would also like to recognize the Code 
Council’s work on Capitol Hill this year in ad-
vocating for legislation to build a program to 
bolster local governmental capacity to ensure 
compliance with its building and fire codes. A 
high point of their effort occurred in May when 
the Code Council’s leadership assembled here 
in Washington, D.C. during Building Safety 
Week 2008. With focused attention, Mr. Sha-
piro’s delegation worked with over 120 Con-
gressional offices like mine on enactment of 
the Community Building Code Administration 
Grant Act. I am proud to be a cosponsor of 
H.R. 4461, the House version of the Act, and 
to have worked with my Colleague DENNIS 
MOORE, the sponsor, and the Code Council 
and its broad coalition in achieving House 
passage this July. 

Leading a membership association of over 
nearly 50,000 building safety and fire preven-
tion professionals is, of course, a substantial 
preoccupation, and the City of Hampton, its 
Mayor Ross Kearney and City Manager Jesse 
Wallace are also to be thanked for supporting 
Steve’s volunteer work in leadership of the 
Code Council. I am proud that local leadership 
from my District is at work in leading the de-
velopment and maintenance of the building 
and fire codes that protect us all across the 
country. These safety codes, independently 
modified for adoption by the Commonwealth of 
Virginia and all across the country, govern 
construction and maintenance of our residen-
tial and commercial buildings, including the 
homes and the business, schools, and places 
of worship we use and visit regularly. 

So I applaud Steve’s three decades as a re-
lentless advocate for building safety; a mission 
that he is sure to carry on for quite some time. 
In working on that mission he serves not only 
Hampton and the Commonwealth, but, in his 
role as President of the Board of the Code 
Council, has served the rest of the nation as 
well. In his non-volunteer job as Director of 
Codes Compliance for the City of Hampton, 
he continues to ensure the safety of construc-
tion our very historic city of nearly 150,000 
residents; a town proud of the title as the first 
continuous English-speaking settlement in 

America. Steve is an honored and distin-
guished citizen of my District, and as a leader 
of the ICC has shared with the nation his val-
ues as an outstanding public safety profes-
sional and a truly dedicated public servant. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
recognize the rest of the ICC delegation who 
visited Capitol Hill during Building Safety 
Week 2008, and thank them for their efforts to 
promote and defend a safe and sound built- 
environment. Those individuals include: Board 
Vice President Adolf Zubia, Board Secretary/ 
Treasurer Ron Lynn, Immediate Past Presi-
dent of the Board Wally Bailey; Board mem-
bers Gregori Anderson, James Brothers, John 
Darnall, Gerald George, Greg Johnson, Ste-
phen Jones, Barbara Koffron, John LaTorra, 
Ronald Lynn, Doug Murdock, Ronald Piester, 
James Ryan and Jeff Whitney; International 
Accreditation Services Board Chair Majed 
Dabdoub, Vice Chair Ravi Shah and Board 
Members John Barrios, Guy Tomberlin, Mi-
chael Bouse, and Isam Hasenin and IAS 
President Chuck Ramani; ICC Government 
Relations Advisory Committee Chair Rebecca 
Baker, and Committee Members Jim Martin, 
Lynn Underwood and George Wiggins; ICC 
Chapter Leaders Tina Rakes, Robert Boyer, 
Gary Schenk and John Glover; Matthew 
Wheeler of the California Building Officials; 
and members of ICC’s professional staff in-
cluding its CEO Richard Weiland, COO 
Dominic Sims, David deCourcy, Sara Yerkes, 
Jim Tidwell, Mark Dinneen, Richard Kuchnicki, 
Laura Scott, Matthew Lightfoot, Gretchen 
Hesbacher, and Jennifer Gibson. 

f 

HONORING ANDREW O’NEIL 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Andrew O’Neil of Kansas 
City, Missouri. Andrew is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1374, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Andrew has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Andrew has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Andrew O’Neil for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, due to my attendance at events in 

my district and state discussing legislation that 
will help move our country toward energy 
independence, I unfortunately missed re-
corded votes on the House floor on Monday, 
September 15, 2008. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 589, Motion to sus-
pend the rules and agree to H. Res. 1200, 
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 590, Motion to sus-
pend the rules and agree to H. Con. Res. 390, 
and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote No. 591, Motion to 
suspend the rules and agree to H.R. 6889. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF COLONEL RAY 
HELTON, UNITED STATES ARMY 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Colonel Ray Helton, United 
States Army, who is retiring after 33 years of 
dedicated service to this Nation. Colonel 
Helton currently serves as the Director of Leg-
islative Affairs for the United States Special 
Operations Command, MacDill Air Force 
Base, Florida, with duty in Washington, DC. 
He is the principal advisor to the commander 
and senior USSOCOM officials on congres-
sional affairs. In this capacity, I have had the 
pleasure and honor to come to know Ray well 
as we have travelled together on various con-
gressional delegations. 

Colonel Helton enlisted in the Army in Feb-
ruary 1975, completed Special Forces training, 
and served with the 10th Special Forces 
Group. After his enlistment ended, he at-
tended the University of Illinois where he grad-
uated as a distinguished military graduate. He 
returned to active duty in January 1981 as an 
infantry officer. His Infantry assignments in-
cluded leading two platoons in the 3d Infantry 
Division and commanding two companies in 
the 101st Airborne Division. He served as a 
company commander, battalion executive offi-
cer and battalion commander in the 3d Special 
Forces Group. He has conducted training and 
operations with soldiers on five continents. 
Colonel Helton also served as the chief of as-
signments of the Combat Arms Division in 
United States Personnel Command, as a stra-
tegic planner and writer on the Joint Staff and 
as the Garrison Commander of Fort Drum, 
New York. 

Colonel Helton’s military education includes 
the infantry officer basic course, airborne 
school, combat divers course, air assault 
school, ranger school, Special Forces quali-
fication school, and the joint psychological op-
erations course, just to name a few. He also 
received a master of arts degree in national 
strategy and policy from the Naval War Col-
lege and a master of science degree in na-
tional resource strategy from the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces. 

Madam Speaker, few can match the dedica-
tion and professionalism of Ray Helton. He is 
a man of honor and a man of principle. On be-
half of the United States Congress, I wish to 
thank Ray for his years of dedicated service. 
Vicki and I wish him, his wife Jane, and their 
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children and grandchildren the best wishes for 
continued success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
unfortunately on September 16, 2008, I was 
unable to cast my votes on the Motion to Ad-
journ. Had I been present for rollcall No. 592, 
on the Motion to Adjourn, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL T. McCAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. Madam Speaker on 
rollcall No. 598 I was unable to cast my vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

HONORING MITCHELL APPLEMAN 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in memory of Mitchell 
Appleman, a south Florida veteran of World 
War II and President-Emeritus of the Hallan-
dale Jewish Center. Mr. Appleman was a well- 
known member of our community, involved 
with numerous causes and organizations. He 
was born in Brooklyn, New York and attended 
Princeton University before enlisting and fight-
ing in General Patton’s army in Europe during 
World War II. Upon his discharge from the 
U.S. Army, Mr. Appleman made a living in ar-
chitectural woodworking, lending his skills to 
schools, hospitals, courtrooms, and religious 
institutions. After retiring to south Florida in 
1976, he began his second career of service 
in his new community. Mr. Appleman became 
active at the Hallandale Jewish Center, serv-
ing as its longest acting president for many 
years and most recently as Chairman of the 
Board and its President-Emeritus. He was also 
Treasurer of the South Florida Chapter of 
Friends for Life. Through his work at the Hal-
landale Jewish Center, Mr. Appleman went on 
to support Jewish day schools in the south 
Florida community, American Friends of Bar- 
Ilan University, the Anti-Defamation League, 
and the Jewish Federation. In addition to his 
wife of 12 years, Riki, Mr. Appleman is sur-
vived by his two children, Nanci Vassil and 
Mark Appleman, and their spouses Nick and 
Billie; his grandchildren, Aslan, Michael, Layla 
and Jason; his great-grandson, Brighton; and 
a very close cousin, Howard Appleman. Mitch-
ell Appleman was a kind, wonderful man 
whose presence will be greatly missed. 

HONORING MICHAEL KREKELER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Michael Krekeler of Blue 
Springs, Missouri. Michael is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1362, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Michael has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Michael has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Michael Krekeler for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

FLOODING IN ILLINOIS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the heroic efforts of all 
those in my district who have responded to 
the destruction that Hurricane Ike left in its 
path. After ravaging Texas and Louisiana, 
Hurricane Ike’s rains made their way through 
the Midwest, devastating the area with record- 
level rainfall and causing massive flooding in 
northeastern Illinois, including parts of my dis-
trict. Throughout the Chicagoland area, the 
amounts of rain broke records—almost 7 
inches of rain fell in my district on just 1 day, 
the most in history. More than 90 billion gal-
lons of rain were dumped on the area. 

Governor Blagojevich declared seven coun-
ties in Illinois disaster areas. This will set in 
motion a process that will allow the Federal 
Government to make a major disaster declara-
tion so that Illinois can be eligible for Federal 
assistance to help individuals, families, and 
businesses and help local governments; and 
hazard mitigation assistance so affected areas 
can implement projects to reduce future flood 
damage. In the meantime, I have encouraged 
my constituents to avoid flooded areas, to re-
port instances of price gouging, and to be pre-
pared with a solid inventory of the items they 
have lost when they contact their insurance 
companies to report damage. 

Every single community in my district was 
affected, particularly the towns of Des Plaines 
and Park Ridge. I would like to thank and 
commend the Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency, local first-responders, the American 
Red Cross, and local elected officials like my 
friend Des Plaines Mayor Arredia—who has 
been a leader in the effort to prevent flooding 
in the region—for quickly mobilizing the re-
sponse and providing relief for the flood vic-
tims. I also want to recognize the neighbors 

who helped their neighbors, and all of the peo-
ple who came together in the face of hardship. 
Their response to Hurricane Ike was a great 
example of the heart of the people of my dis-
trict. 

Yesterday, I joined Governor Blagojevich 
and other State, county, and local elected offi-
cials at the Prairie Lake Community Center in 
Des Plaines, which is serving as a relief and 
relocation shelter, to visit with people dis-
placed from their homes with nowhere to go 
and thank the Red Cross volunteers who are 
doing such great work. I promised those peo-
ple taking shelter that I won’t stop working 
with the Army Corps of Engineers to complete 
the Des Plaines River Project. Those parts of 
the project that have already been completed 
made a difference and saved homes from 
being flooded. I will also keep working to en-
sure that local municipal projects that address 
flood prevention get the funds they need. 

Congress needs to appropriate funds to re-
spond to the devastation that Hurricane Ike 
and Hurricane Gustav left in their wake. I urge 
all of my colleagues to join me in making sure 
that we allocate sufficient resources to help 
FEMA, the Army Corps of Engineers, and 
States and communities across the country re-
build in a coming spending package. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM MAHONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
on September 16, 2008, I was unavoidably 
detained and unable to vote on rollcall votes 
592 and 594. 

Had I been able to vote, I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ on rollcall votes 592 and 594. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STANTON THOMPSON 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it has 
come to my attention that a long and excep-
tionally distinguished career will soon come to 
an end. RADM Stanton Thompson of 
Higginsville, Missouri, will retire from his posi-
tion as the county executive director for the 
Farm Service Agency on November 14, 2008. 

Rear Admiral Thompson grew up in Saline 
County, where he graduated from Slater High 
School. Following that, Mr. Thompson re-
ceived two degrees from the University of Mis-
souri—Columbia. 

In 1977, Rear Admiral Thompson began his 
career with the Farm Service Agency as the 
Caldwell County executive director. With the 
support of his family and friends, he was able 
to carry on a successful career spanning 30 
years as the county executive director of both 
Lafayette and Caldwell counties. In 2002, 
Rear Admiral Thompson’s office was nation-
ally recognized when it received the FSA Ad-
ministrator’s Award for efforts to educate 
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