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VETERAN VOTING SUPPORT ACT 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my support for the Veteran Voting 
Support Act, and to commend the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY) for his leader-
ship in offering it. I was honored to join him as 
an original sponsor of it, and I urge all of my 
colleagues to support it. 

In a few short weeks, we will participate in 
two celebrations of our democracy: Election 
Day, the day upon which we will exercise our 
most fundamental right—the right by which we 
secure all others—the right to vote. And one 
week later, we will celebrate Veterans Day, 
the day upon which we honor those who al-
ways risk and who all too often give their very 
lives to preserve and protect our ability to en-
gage in that fundamental right. Arguably, we 
should celebrate Veterans Day first, and Elec-
tion Day thereafter, because without the sac-
rifice of the former we could not continue to be 
endowed with the latter. 

That is why I offer my heartfelt support for 
the Veteran Voting Support Act, which re-
sponds to a flawed policy of the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs that would have prohibited 
voter registration at VA facilities. The measure 
permits states to designate facilities of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs as voter registra-
tion agencies, requires the VA to provide as-
sistance with absentee ballots, and requires 
that nonpartisan organizations and election of-
ficials be given opportunities to assist veterans 
with registration and to provide voting informa-
tion. Above all others, our service men and 
women should be provided with every conven-
ience and resource to facilitate their ability to 
vote. This balanced measure does that, while 
protecting their privacy and preserving the 
high standard of their care. Our veterans’ have 
fought for our right to vote, and we must now 
fight for theirs. I urge my colleagues to honor 
their sacrifice by supporting this measure. 
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CHIPACC BILL: CHILDREN’S PRO-
GRAM OF ALL-INCLUSIVE, CO-
ORDINATED CARE 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to talk about an issue of concern to 
all families, and everyone who has ever 
known a sick child. 

The Children’s Program of All-inclusive, Co-
ordinated Care, ChiPACC, serves the needs 
of Medicaid-eligible children who suffer from 
potentially terminal illnesses or conditions. The 
legislation I am introducing will make 
ChiPACC a state option under Medicaid. 

Medicaid-eligible children—like all children 
who suffer from potentially terminal illnesses 
or conditions—need comprehensive, coordi-
nated care. Currently, nearly 30 percent of the 
children in the United States who have life- 

threatening conditions qualify for Medicaid. 
These children are forced into a system that 
will only treat them on an emergency basis, 
sending them home to wait until their next 
health emergency. 

Based on the highly effective, collaborative 
model of care developed by Children’s Hos-
pice International, CHI, the Children’s Program 
of All-inclusive, Coordinated Care provides 
each enrolled child an individualized treatment 
plan that includes and manages services from 
providers across the health care spectrum. 
ChiPACC’s services will improve upon the 
often inconsistent care that is currently avail-
able to seriously ill children under Medicaid, 
doing so at a savings to taxpayers. 

With appropriate comprehensive and coordi-
nated services under ChiPACC, many emer-
gency episodes can be avoided or anticipated 
and managed, such that children receive ap-
propriate care in their homes instead of in 
hospitals, and so that even when they require 
critical care they can enter the hospital 
through the front door instead of the emer-
gency room, significantly reducing health care 
costs. 

Under the traditional Medicaid model, indi-
viduals can receive only ‘‘hospice’’ services 
and only after their doctors give them a prog-
nosis of 6-months to live. Children, however, 
are much more likely than adults to go in and 
out of terminal phases multiple times. No fam-
ily should be forced to give up curative care 
for their, child in order to receive services that 
are predicated on accepting that their child 
has no more than 6 months to live. ChiPACC 
addresses this problem by combining medical 
and support services currently available in 
Medicaid with counseling, respite, and other 
care that have previously only been available 
as hospice services. 
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HONORING THE WORK OF RALPH 
GROSSI 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 17, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor my friend Ralph Grossi of 
Marin County, California, who has recently re-
tired as President of American Farmland Trust 
(AFT), an organization he co-founded. During 
his 23 years at the helm, AFT became the 
leading organization in the country focused on 
conserving farmland and local food systems 
while promoting environmental stewardship. 

Ralph has made AFT a major force in pro-
tecting farmland against development, espe-
cially around the urban edge—a growing crisis 
that can effect food availability. About 86 per-
cent of U.S. fruits and vegetables and 65 per-
cent of dairy products are produced in urban- 
influenced areas. Under Ralph’s leadership, 
the American Farmland Trust has steadfastly 
fought against destroying our agricultural lands 
for roads, malls and housing developments. 

AFT has taken a comprehensive approach 
to further farmland preservation, providing pol-
icy assistance on the state and local level, and 
nationally lobbying for reform of agricultural 
subsidies programs and increased funding for 

conservation programs. Recognizing how the 
challenge of climate change intersects with 
farm preservation, AFT promotes ‘‘buy local’’ 
programs and has joined in the call for energy 
efficiency and the increased use of renew-
ables. 

Policy models developed and/or promoted 
by AFT are now used across the nation, in-
cluding a ‘‘Right to Farm’’ and ‘‘no net loss of 
farmland’’ ordinances, Agricultural District pro-
grams, special tax credits, mitigation for farm-
land loss, and, perhaps most widely, con-
servation easements, now commonly used by 
local land trusts. 

I can proudly say that Ralph pioneered the 
AFT amazing farm preservation tool box in 
Marin County, in my district. As a member of 
four generations in a family dairy and beef 
business, Ralph was a co-founder and chair-
man of Marin Agricultural Land Trust, the first 
such agency in the nation to preserve agricul-
tural land by acquiring easements that enable 
local ranchers to maintain their land for farm 
uses. His years with MALT and the Marin 
County Farm Bureau, as well as his time 
working on the family ranch, shaped his dedi-
cation to protecting this vanishing resource. 

MALT’s success demonstrated that environ-
mentalists and ranchers working together can 
accomplish their mutual goals. ‘‘We tried to 
develop a different system for protecting land,’’ 
he said. ‘‘You could be going along just great 
for a few years, and then the political nature 
of the county changes. We wanted to move 
away from the political area . . . and be fair 
to land owners.’’ Protecting this land ensures 
our nation’s food supply (‘‘No farms, no food’’ 
is the AFT catchphrase), while preserving our 
soil, water, wildlife, and rural beauty. 

Phyllis Faber, who developed the idea for 
MALT with rancher Ellen Straus, emphasized 
Ralph’s key role in making the concept work. 
‘‘He was so respected by the ranchers,’’ she 
says. ‘‘By becoming the first Chair, he secured 
their interest and support. Ralph was the 
spark.’’ 

Ralph’s grandparents emigrated from Swit-
zerland and began ranching in 1896. His fa-
ther James, one of eleven children, continued 
the family tradition, as did many of his sib-
lings, establishing the family ranch in 1917. 
James and his wife Rose, also from a Swiss 
family, had four children, who learned the 
business at a young age. Ralph described fol-
lowing his dad around from the age of four or 
five, then ‘‘when we were about seven or eight 
years old, we got our first chores to do, feed-
ing some calves or taking care of some small 
livestock.’’ 

Ralph later graduated from Cal Poly, San 
Luis Obispo, with a degree in agriculture. He 
continued working on the family ranch and de-
veloped the first methane digester West of the 
Mississippi, becoming an early innovator in 
converting cow manure into power. Along the 
way he married college sweetheart Judy 
Lamb, and the couple has three daughters 
Amy (married to Brian Carr), Erin, and Katie. 

Madam Speaker, although Ralph Grossi will 
be returning with Judy to the hills and mead-
ows of Marin County to focus on the family’s 
Marindale Ranch, he will continue to champion 
the cause of farmland preservation. Ralph led 
the way for so many of us and has been a 
partner to me in these efforts. I know we will 
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