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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Thursday, September 18, 2008 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. TAUSCHER). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 18, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ELLEN O. 
TAUSCHER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Reverend Chuck Coffelt, Gillett 
United Methodist Church, Gillett, Ar-
kansas, offered the following prayer: 

Most gracious God, as the Members 
of this great Chamber gather to con-
duct the business of our Nation, we 
pause to remember the lives of the 
women and men who fought and died 
on the battlefields of wars at home and 
abroad so that we may have the privi-
lege of open talk and debate. We honor 
their sacrifice today by setting aside 
differences and working for the com-
mon good of humanity. Guide the 
hearts and minds of these before You 
now that they may govern with their 
hearts set on love and justice, compas-
sion and peace. Strengthen them for 
the weighty decisions that they face. 
Empower them to serve You by faith-
fully serving the people they represent, 
including those whose voices are rarely 
heard. These things we pray to You 
today, Father, through Your son, 
Jesus, by the power of Your holy spirit. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
BARRETT) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REV. CHUCK COFFELT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. BERRY) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BERRY. Our prayer is offered 

this morning by Pastor Chuck Coffelt, 
my pastor from my home church, the 
United Methodist Church of Gillett, 
Arkansas. He pastors a community 
where they still know when you are 
born and they care when you die, where 
happiness and sorrow are shared by the 
community and where a helping hand 
is offered when needed. We are de-
lighted to be joined this morning on-
line by the Gillett School and their 
mascot, the Wolves, to show support 
for our special community. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 10 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

DRILLING IN ANWR 

(Mr. LATTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, the 
time to act is now. After we’ve seen the 
devastation of the hurricanes in the 
Gulf Region, it’s time for this Congress 
to act and to allow drilling and to per-
mit drilling in ANWR. 

What is ANWR? 
ANWR is 19 million acres in Alaska. 

We’re talking about a section that was 
set aside in 1980 by Congress of about 
1.5 million acres. Where the oil is, 
about 10.3 billion barrels, all we’re real-
ly looking at is about 2,000 acres. To 
put it in perspective, it’s about 3.5 
square miles. We’ve got to get in there 
and get it now. Why? Because we can 
be bringing out 1 million barrels of oil 
down that 800-mile pipeline to serve 
this country, and we’ve got to make 
sure that this country can still be a 
manufacturing giant in the world. 

Next year, we lose our manufacturing 
status to China. If we don’t have the 
energy to run our factories, to fuel our 
vehicles, to run our trucks or to run 
our tractors, this country is going to 
fail. 

If you look at this, you’re only talk-
ing about a pin drop when you’re talk-
ing about this area. It is time that we 
act. It is essential. If we don’t get it 
done now, this country is going to fail. 

f 

MCCAIN’S ASSESSMENT OF ECON-
OMY SHOWS HE REALLY IS NOT 
AN EXPERT ON THE ECONOMY 

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, with 
all of the economic troubles on both 
Wall Street and Main Street, it’s hard 
to believe that there are still people 
out there who think everything is 
going all right. 

On Monday, the stock market fell 500 
points, the biggest fall since the terror 
attacks of September 11. Lehman 
Brothers, one of the world’s oldest fi-
nancial institutions, filed for bank-
ruptcy while another financial giant, 
Merrill Lynch, was bailed out of trou-
ble by Bank of America. Former Fed-
eral Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan 
said this was part of a once-in-a-cen-
tury crisis. 

I wish President Bush and Senator 
MCCAIN felt that way. Stubbornly 
clinging to the belief that his economic 
policies are succeeding, President Bush 
described the events Monday as merely 
an adjustment. Senator MCCAIN de-
clared, once again, that the fundamen-
tals of our economy are strong. 

Well, Madam Speaker, President 
Bush and Senator MCCAIN have to be 
two of the only people in the country 
who think the economy is just fine. 
How can they fix the crisis when they 
don’t even realize it exists? 

f 

CONGRESS, AN INCLUSIVE BODY 

(Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, we have a number of chal-
lenges in this country. We see the en-
ergy challenge we have before us. 
We’ve heard here in recent days of all 
of the challenges in our financial mar-
kets. I would suggest that we need to 
make sure that we use this opportunity 
to be inclusive when we make deci-
sions. 

Just the other day when an energy 
bill passed this body, there was a great 
opportunity there to make sure that 
we had the best ideas coming forward, 
to make sure that we worked on things 
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