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willing to adopt Downs syndrome chil-
dren. So that if someone gets that di-
agnosis and they say, I cannot handle 
it, fine. The answer is not to kill the 
child, the answer is to put the child up 
for adoption. We have got people will-
ing to adopt it, and also to put forward 
information to people about the cur-
rent condition of a Downs syndrome 
child and what all is available, because 
a lot is available for this child. 

So we worked a long time, got the 
spending lined up—we are in good 
shape on that—and we are ready to 
move forward with this so we can get 
more of these special kids here. 

What I was hoping we can do, and we 
had it almost passed through, and then 
this got caught up in the clutter of 
things, was that we could get this bill 
hot-lined—Senator KENNEDY’s sister is 
a big proponent of this, has done great 
work with the Special Olympics—that 
we could do this. It got caught up in 
this overall package. Nobody objects to 
this bill. What I would like to see us do 
is let us take the pieces of this overall 
omnibus that we can agree to and let’s 
do them. So then we have got some 
progress that is being shown. 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1810 
I ask unanimous consent that the 

Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of Calendar No. 701, S. 1810, 
the Prenatally and Postnatally Diag-
nosed Conditions Awareness Act. The 
lead sponsors are Senator KENNEDY and 
myself. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
amendment at the desk be agreed to, 
the committee-reported amendment, as 
amended, be agreed to, the bill as 
amended be read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table with no inter-
viewing action or debate, and that we 
can get more of these special children 
here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. SANDERS. On behalf of the lead-
ership, I object. This bill, as I under-
stand it, is part of a number of bills 
that are noncontroversial and are 
going to be included together. 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—S. 3297 
Madam President, I ask unanimous 

consent that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of Calendar 
No. 784, S. 3297; the bill be read a third 
time and passed; and the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. BROWNBACK. I object. 
Madam President, I would say, let’s 

take pieces of that overall big bill that 
we can agree to. 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—S. 1810 AND 
OTHERS 

I ask unanimous consent that we 
agree to consider S. 1810 which I cited, 
and then the PROTECT Our Children 
Act, and the Effective Child Pornog-

raphy Prosecution Act—they have all 
been considered and cleared on both 
sides—and we move to the immediate 
consideration of those. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. SANDERS. On behalf of the lead-
ership, I object. I understand that is 
contained within a group of other non-
controversial bills. 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Madam President, 
I hope we could move forward with 
this. It would show that we can get 
something done in the body. There is 
no objection. We have worked on this 
for multiple years. We have got the 
funding worked out. This is a time in 
the country where people have height-
ened awareness of the genetic discrimi-
nation that takes place in utero. We 
have passed bills here that said you 
cannot discriminate against an indi-
vidual for their genetic type once they 
are born, but in utero they are killed. 
That surely is not something that peo-
ple want or defend or think is right. 

This is not even a limitation on that. 
It is saying that all we are going to do 
here is establish a registry and provide 
current information if you get a Downs 
syndrome designation. I hope in the in-
terest of this wonderful gentleman 
Tom Vander Woude we could see this 
considered. I am sad that we are not 
doing that in this particular situation. 

The day after Trig was born to the 
Palins, they released the following 
statement. I thought it was so beau-
tiful, I will read it here: 

Trig is beautiful and already adored by us. 
We know through early testing he would face 
special challenges. We feel privileged that 
God would entrust us with this gift and allow 
us unspeakable joy as he entered our lives. 
We have faith that every baby is created for 
good purpose and has potential to make this 
world a better place. We are truly blessed. 

All we are asking is that more people 
would really have that opportunity to 
do that or, if they don’t feel they can 
handle it, to put that child up for adop-
tion on a registry that we establish. It 
would be an important thing for us to 
be able to move forward with. I am 
sorry we cannot get that piece done 
here today. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

SALAZAR). The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MILITARY VOTING PROTECTION 
ACT 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, as the 
Senate knows, yesterday we voted to 
pass the Defense authorization bill. 
However, one of the casualties of yes-
terday’s process—which was unique, to 

my knowledge; we actually had only 
two rollcall votes on amendments to 
the Defense authorization bill, which I 
don’t think has ever happened before, 
and many important amendments were 
blocked by the process, amendments 
that might have been included in the 
managers’ package. I wish to mention 
just one of those, which is the Military 
Voting Protection Act. 

This was originally offered as a free-
standing bill earlier, but then it 
changed to become an amendment to 
the Defense authorization bill because 
we thought it was particularly appro-
priate, as we were dealing with the 
needs of the men and women in uni-
form around the world, that we also re-
spect and enforce their right to cast a 
vote. 

We know from 2006 statistics alone 
that of all of the eligible civilian and 
military voters around the world who 
were eligible and who actually re-
quested an absentee by mail ballot, 
only 5.5 percent of those votes were ac-
tually counted. That is a disgraceful 
statistic and one we need to do some-
thing about. 

I compliment Senator LEVIN, Senator 
FEINSTEIN, and others for working with 
us during the process of the Defense 
authorization bill to come together on 
what I believe was a clear and accept-
able amendment to all sides, but be-
cause of the bizarre process we found 
ourselves in yesterday, this bill was ba-
sically a casualty of that process, as I 
say. 

So what I am hoping to do is take a 
bill we worked on that is very impor-
tant in order to protect one of the most 
important civil rights of our men and 
women in uniform—the right to vote— 
and hopefully, by unanimous consent 
today, we can pass this bill and get it 
on its way to the President for signa-
ture in due course. I don’t see any rea-
son, since we did work together on this 
on a bipartisan basis and it has been 
cleared by both sides, there would be 
any objection. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 3073 

Mr. CORNYN. So let me ask unani-
mous consent at this time that the 
Rules Committee be discharged and the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of S. 3073, the Military Vot-
ing Act. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
amendment at the desk be agreed to— 
by the way, that is the amendment we 
worked on with Senator BENNETT, the 
ranking member, and Senator FEIN-
STEIN, the chairman of the Rules Com-
mittee, together with Senator LEVIN 
and Senator WARNER. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill, as amended, be 
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed at this point in 
the RECORD. 
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