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Americans to save real dollars on their 
energy bills. I hope my colleagues will 
join me in passing this package. I hope 
we can get it through the House quick-
ly and get it signed by the President so 
we can get about having the energy re-
lief America deserves. 

Mr. President, I also want to high-
light the additional tax relief to Amer-
ican families and businesses that we 
will provide when we finally act on the 
other tax extenders. 

The 2-year extension of the State 
sales tax deduction is critical to the 
struggling families in my State who 
just can not afford to face the potential 
tax increase they would face if we fail 
to extend the deduction for State sales 
taxes. 

I am pleased we give taxpayers cer-
tainty for 2008 and for 2009. 

And I am pleased this deduction 
means real money for real families. 

In 2006, more than 880,000 Washing-
tonians claimed this deduction. And 49 
percent of those folks made less than 
$75,000. 

This deduction meant an average of 
$600 more in the pockets of Washington 
State taxpayers. 

This is an issue of fundamental fair-
ness and I will continue to work to 
make this deduction permanent. No 
one should be left in the dark won-
dering if the deduction will be extended 
from year to year. They just can’t af-
ford the uncertainty. 

I am also pleased to see us restore 
the R&D tax credit for 2008 and extend 
it through 2009. 

This tax credit has a strong history 
of supporting much needed high-wage 
jobs in the United States. 

The Information Technology Associa-
tion of America estimated that if the 
tax credit was in place during 2008, 
there would have been $8.5 billion more 
in economic activity this year. 

That is investment that Americans 
could have greatly benefited from. And 
it is economic activity we can still 
benefit from if we act now. 

Clearly, given that our economic 
news only gets worse each day, we 
can’t afford to turn away the $51 mil-
lion per day in new investments that 
are at risk if this credit is not ex-
tended. 

And this bill fulfills the promise we 
made to support our rural neighbors by 
reauthorizing our Secure Rural Schools 
Program and fully funding the Pay-
ments in Lieu of Taxes Program. 

This will mean an influx of around 
$47 million a year for 4 years for some 
of our rural counties that have a very 
small tax base because Federal lands 
take up so much of the county. 

Facing the expiration of these pay-
ments this year, rural counties have 
been forced to begin laying off teach-
ers, librarians, and county employees 
that provide critical services. 

And these communities cannot ab-
sorb the loss of these workers. Nor 

should they have to deal with further 
erosion of the sense of community that 
many of their towns were founded on. 

But today we are reversing this trend 
and helping counties retain county em-
ployees and teachers, keep roads safe 
and maintained, stemming cuts in vital 
government services, while also pro-
viding funding for resource conserva-
tion projects, forest service land rescue 
services, and programs to support eco-
nomic development. 

This bill not only provides new op-
portunities for American businesses to 
take advantage of the growing green 
energy economy, but it provides real 
opportunities for Americans to save 
real dollars. 

So today I ask my colleagues to join 
me in voting for a strong, bipartisan 
tax package that helps move this coun-
try forward toward greater energy 
independence and provides needed tax 
relief to our families and businesses. 

I would also like to take a moment 
to recognize the mental illness parity 
provisions in this bill. What they mean 
is that when Americans need mental 
health treatment that they will not be 
faced with higher costs for that treat-
ment than they currently have for 
medical surgical treatments. This bill 
would require private insurance plans 
that offer mental health benefits as 
part of the coverage to offer such bene-
fits on par with the medical surgical 
benefits. Any cost-sharing or benefit 
limits imposed on mental health serv-
ices must not be any more restrictive 
than those imposed on medical surgical 
services. 

Your support on all of these provi-
sions cannot wait any longer. We have 
run out of time, and the time to act is 
now. 

I thank the Presiding Officer and 
yield the floor. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, for the in-
formation of Senators, we are trying to 
work things out here. It has been very 
difficult. At this stage, it appears that 
the vote on cloture on the Coburn 
package will be vitiated. We will not 
have that vote tonight or in the morn-
ing. 

We are now waiting to see if we can 
work out an agreement on the extend-
ers. This has been something that the 
chairman of the committee has worked 
on all day, and it has been very dif-
ficult. We thought we had it worked 
out on a couple different occasions, and 

we did not. We now are told that one 
Senator who had a problem with it is 
reading the new language. We hope 
that can be done fairly quickly. That 
being the case, we will be back and re-
port to the Senate again, hopefully in 
the next half hour or so. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TAX EXTENDERS AND DISASTER 
RELIEF 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, earlier 
the majority leader came to the floor 
and propounded a unanimous consent 
request on the tax extenders package, 
and I told him that while I supported 
the legislation, there are a lot of good 
things in the bill, I still had some con-
cerns about the disparate treatment of 
the State of Texas, especially related 
to Hurricane Ike. 

I am pleased to report that as a re-
sult of discussions with the Finance 
Committee—Senator GRASSLEY, Sen-
ator BAUCUS, and their staff—I believe 
we have achieved our goal of getting 
fair treatment for the State and the 
victims of Hurricane Ike. I wanted to 
come to the floor and express my grati-
tude to Senator BAUCUS and Senator 
GRASSLEY. We are reviewing the final 
language, but subject to that, I think, 
as far as I am concerned, there is no 
objection to proceeding to the bill. 

As I toured the hurricane-damaged 
area last weekend—— 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, if the 
Senator would briefly pause, I wish to 
thank the Senator from Texas. The 
Senator has been great to work with as 
we worked out some provisions to help 
that State, especially the Galveston 
area, and the coastal States in getting 
additional disaster assistance. I thank 
the Senator as well as his colleague 
from Texas. We will come back to do 
more at a later date, but we are doing 
what we can on this bill, and I say 
thanks to my colleague for working so 
well with us. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I appre-
ciate the generous comments of the 
distinguished chairman of the Finance 
Committee. I especially enjoyed the 
part where he said we may come back 
later for more once we have been able 
to do further assessments. That is an 
important part of the rationale for 
agreement on this bill. We understand 
we can’t do everything that needs to be 
done in this bill because the hurricane 
only hit this last weekend. There are a 
lot of people who have yet to be able to 
get back to their homes, a lot of folks 
without power, a lot of damage that is 
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