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to invade every last corner of our wonderful 
country in order to try to squeeze as much 
oil out of our domestic reserves as possible. 
That approach seems very short sighted to 
me. Clearly the heyday of cheap, readily 
available oil is over. Not only is oil bad for 
the environment, but it is not renewable. 
Our focus must be first on conservation. We 
should be focusing on increasing mass tran-
sit opportunities in Idaho and across the na-
tion. We should also work on developing and 
rewarding businesses that are developing 
new, innovative green technologies such as 
electric cars. Secondly, we must be focusing 
on clean, renewable energy resources such as 
solar and wind power. But the major empha-
sis must be to limit the wastefulness that we 
have become accustom to in this nation. 

KRISTIN, Boise. 

This has been a great concern to our fam-
ily and we have wondered why there has not 
been more help from our government with 
this problem. If it were just the gas prices it 
might be something we could struggle 
through, but everything has increased in 
cost, much of which, I believe, is a direct re-
sult of the skyrocketing gas prices. 

Our family is a blended family. We live in 
Rexburg, Idaho, but transfer children on two 
weekends to Logan, Utah, and on the other 
two weekends to Salt Lake City, Utah. At 
least this is what we are supposed to be 
doing. We were already spending around 
$300–$400 a month in gas before the prices 
jumped so high. We had to cut back our vis-
its because we started going more and more 
in debt just to put gas in our car. It became 
a choice of securing our family relations and 
seeing some of our children or putting food 
on the table, maintaining a relationship with 
sons and daughters or keeping ourselves 
from going bankrupt. There are children we 
see sometimes less than once a month be-
cause of this. We cannot attend their school 
plays, their sports events, and have even 
missed their first dates and dances. There 
has been nothing we can do about it and it 
has been very emotionally painful for all of 
us. My last trip to Salt Lake cost $177 in gas. 
It made me sick to have to spend that much 
just so I could see my daughter graduate, 
and as I sat at the pump watching the num-
bers climb, I knew I was just going farther 
into debt but I could not imagine missing 
that event. 

Please, please keep trying to find an an-
swer. We have fuel resources here. Why are 
not we using them? Yes, we need to protect 
the environment, but I do not think that will 
matter much to anyone if we cannot buy 
food or drive to work. I see articles all the 
time about cars that run on water or even 
air. Is this true? If it is, why are they not 
available to us? I believe there are answers 
and alternatives that do not require using 
our food crop to fill our cars. I do not know 
all the facts or have all the answers, but I do 
know that we cannot continue this way. It 
will not take long to become a bankrupt na-
tion if we do not make some changes and 
fast. Thank you for trying to resolve this. 

BEVERLY, Rexburg. 

I have lived and worked as an auto me-
chanic in Boise for nearly 30 years. A couple 
of years ago I became ill and suffered some 
physical damage, which has forced a change 
in professions. I have taken some schooling 
and become an instructor of auto mechanics. 

Finding a job as a new automotive teacher 
has been a challenge, as there are few oppor-
tunities scattered around the Treasure Val-
ley. I now begin my second year of teaching 

for the Canyon Owyhee School Service Agen-
cy, a consortium of five small rural school 
districts. I am required to travel among 
Parma, Notus, Wilder, Marsing, and 
Homedale High Schools. I am proud of the 
students I am training, and feel that I have 
found a worthy role to play in the lives of 
our youth. The catch is that I must drive 
about 120 miles per day. Because only one of 
these schools is equipped with an actual auto 
shop, I must carry with me substantial 
weight in tools, auto parts, training devices, 
and I have even towed cars from time to 
time. 

My transition to teaching may seem like a 
logical move for a man in my physical situa-
tion, but it has cut my income considerably. 
I also carry the burden of residual medical 
bills and the cost of the continuing edu-
cation required for my teaching credentials. 
I do receive a small mileage allowance, for 
miles driven within the district, but those 
are about half of the miles I drive. (Miles to 
and from my home in Boise are excluded.) 
Obviously, rising fuel and maintenance costs 
have substantially contributed to economic 
hardship as I struggle to rebuild some kind 
of a career. Fuel has risen in price more than 
eighty cents per gallon throughout this past 
school year, so I now must pay about $14 
each day, out of pocket, for my daily com-
mute. I fear that between the real issues of 
an inadequate teaching salary and sky-
rocketing fuel costs, despite my efforts to re-
main a productive citizen, I will be forced 
out of my home, or even into unemployment 
lines. 

KELLY, Boise. 

My family and I have been affected in sur-
prising ways by the increase in oil prices. We 
have always tried to be careful and conserv-
ative in our use of all of our country’s re-
sources and oil and gas are no exception. So 
it was a surprise to us that when our car’s 
gas price went up above $4 per gallon, we 
were suddenly more thoughtful about how 
and when we drive the car. We had thought 
we were as conservative as we could com-
fortably be with the amount we drove the 
cars, but it turns out that, overnight, we 
thought of many ways and times that we 
could leave the car in the garage and take 
the bus or ride a bike or even combine mul-
tiple trips into one weekly trip. It is only 
been a short time that the change has oc-
curred and it has been in the summer time 
that offers many options. However, we are 
very pleased with the changes and are even 
considering getting rid of one of our cars as 
it they are both now sitting in the garage so 
much of the time. 

I hope that this state and nation takes on 
the challenge of giving greater and greater 
incentives to alternative/renewable energy 
production and that we can work toward re-
ducing greenhouse gases that this country is 
producing at such high rates. We are a coun-
try full of creative citizens and technological 
skills. I hope that we can start being a leader 
in this area rather than the most slow of fol-
lowers. I know that this has not been your 
perspective but I hope that you can see the 
advantages to our citizens and growing tech-
nological community in supporting future 
climate change incentive and decentive bills. 

ELIZABETH. 

I now have a choice—medicine or gas, doc-
tor appointment or gas; I cannot afford both, 
health or gas. Guess I could go on welfare 
and live off of the state. I drive ten miles to 
work, my husband drives 30 miles (both one 
way). We could move, but try to sell a house 

in this economy. So the middle class is out 
of luck again. Please do something. 

JO. 

Since the fuel price increases have become 
a part of my day-to-day concerns, I have ob-
served a $240 increase in my monthly spend-
ing in fuel for my vehicle. I only use my ve-
hicle to go to work. I buy groceries within 
two miles of my work place, and that is the 
extent of my driving. My groceries are run-
ning about 40% higher, but I am sure that it 
something to do with using our tax dollars to 
subsidized the corn growers to build the eth-
anol plants what are of no significant value 
other than to help someone’s friend make 
money and secure their job. But I digress; 
the subject is the fuel pricing and how it af-
fects me. In the past, I would commute to 
Boise once a week and enjoy a dinner out be-
cause there are no restaurants in Mt Home 
that [I enjoy], but that, too, has past because 
of the fuel pricing. I am sure there are others 
in the same situation, and it must be hurting 
the restaurants and all other businesses in 
that area because we are dedicating our 
money to the rising fuel costs. Nevertheless, 
I will go on cutting my spending to accom-
modate the rising fuel costs until something 
better comes along. No! I will not get rid of 
my Ford F–150 because I am a tall person and 
require the leg and head room. I know that 
comes at a price but I would rather do that 
than to sacrifice the comfort. 

STEPHEN, Mountain Home AFB. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE POLYNESIAN 
VOYAGING SOCIETY 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, today I 
would like to recognize the Polynesian 
Voyaging Society. For more than a 
quarter century, members of the Poly-
nesian Voyaging Society have dedi-
cated much of their lives to voyages of 
exploration and discovery that have re-
traced every major migratory route of 
the ancient Polynesians. These voyages 
are not recreational but rather jour-
neys that illustrate the scientific prow-
ess of the Polynesian people and the 
strong connection between science and 
culture. Their commitment to the leg-
acy of oceanic exploration seeks to in-
tegrate traditional voyaging into qual-
ity education. The Polynesian 
Voyaging Society has renewed interest 
in maritime exploration and reawak-
ened Native Hawaiian pride in environ-
mental awareness and ocean steward-
ship. 

In today’s age of modern technology, 
much can be learned from the past. Ha-
waii’s past and future will always be 
intimately tied to the ocean for recre-
ation, commerce, and transportation. 
The society exemplifies the importance 
of raising awareness of and protecting 
the unique treasures Hawaii’s culture 
offers, and serves to enlighten a new 
generation of young people. Its mem-
bers are truly a testament to Hawaii’s 
oceanic heritage. 

f 

PROTECTION FROM CHILD 
PREDATORS 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 
today I joined as a cosponsor of two 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:27 Mar 22, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00054 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\S18SE8.001 S18SE8W
R

ei
er

-A
vi

le
s 

on
 D

S
K

J8
S

O
Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-13T02:18:23-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




