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attorney. In 1980, Bob started his own 
general law practice with his friend 
Lester Schwartz. 

Throughout his career, Bob found the 
time to pursue his love and passion for 
politics. He served as general counsel 
for the California Democratic Party 
from 1983–1990, and held a number of 
trustee positions within the Demo-
cratic Senatorial Campaign Com-
mittee, including National Finance co-
chair. He also served as a close adviser 
and cochair of my own Senate cam-
paign, and has also advised a number of 
other elected officials in California. 
Bob was also well-known for the elec-
tion day lunches that he hosted every 
year, a tradition among Bay Area dig-
nitaries that wasn’t to be missed. 

In addition to the long hours Bob put 
in as an attorney, Bob carved out time 
to give back to his community. He was 
appointed by President Bill Clinton to 
the Woodrow Wilson Center Board of 
Trustees; served as a guest lecturer at 
Hastings College of Law in San Fran-
cisco, the University of California at 
Berkeley, and Peking University in 
Beijing, China; sat on the board of St. 
Mary’s Hospital; was a regent of St. Ig-
natius College Preparatory; and was 
also made a member of the Knights of 
the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sep-
ulchre of Jerusalem by Pope John Paul 
II. 

Bob is survived by his mother, Doro-
thy McCarthy; his wife, Suzanne; his 
sons Brendan, Matthew, Ryan, and 
Bobby; and daughter, Margaret. I ex-
tend my deepest sympathies to his 
family. 

Bob McCarthy was a deeply loved 
community leader, both in the Bay 
Area and throughout the State of Cali-
fornia, and he will be missed by all who 
knew him. Let us take comfort in 
knowing that his dedication and love 
for his family, friends, and community 
have made this world a better place to 
live.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DON BOXMEYER 

∑ Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, while 
my city of Saint Paul was enjoying its 
moment in the spotlight earlier this 
month, we were also mourning the 
passing of one of our great storytellers, 
Don Boxmeyer. Throughout his life as 
a reporter, columnist and author, Don 
discovered and brought out the human 
strength and variety of Saint Paul as 
no one else has. That made him one of 
our most important citizens. 

Don worked as a hard news reporter 
for the St. Paul Dispatch and the St. 
Paul Pioneer Press, and wrote a col-
umn for over two decades. Here is how 
he described his career in his own 
words: 

I realized that the interesting people and 
places nobody ever wrote about held more 
fascination to me and my readers than all 
the governors, mayors and city council mem-
bers who never seemed to be much persuaded 

by my opinions anyhow. I began to collect 
hobos and hermits, bare-knuckled brawlers 
and bread-baking nuns, short order cooks 
and hockey coaches, drake mallards named 
Jake, and bridge tenders, band directors, 
bear hunters and quiet old men who wept 
softly when we talked about the friends 
they’d left on the battlefield. 

And he shared them with the rest of 
us with humor, respect and a love of 
the nobility of regular people. 

In his book, ‘‘A Knack for Knowing 
Things,’’ Don collected many of his 
best columns about Saint Paul and 
Minnesota. He wrote about Swede Hol-
low in Saint Paul, the Rondo neighbor-
hood destroyed by the construction of 
I–94 and Saint Joseph’s Orphanage. He 
wrote about Stillwater, Lake Superior 
and Ashby, MN, and hundreds of other 
places and the people who made them. 
If a new resident of our State or its 
capital city asked me to tell them 
what kind of place they had moved to, 
I would just give them a copy of that 
book and let them discover it for them-
selves. 

Don Boxmeyer’s life eloquently con-
veyed an important lesson: each of our 
communities has roots in the values 
and experiences of generations that 
came before and we need to capture 
them before they disappear. His oral 
history of places Minnesotans know 
well and events they only vaguely 
know about is a priceless gift to the fu-
ture. 

Somewhere I read about a moment of 
despondency in the life of Robert F. 
Kennedy as he mourned the death of 
his brother Jack. Attempting to com-
fort him, someone said something like, 
‘‘It is tragic that he only got to serve 
for 1,000 days, but that’s as long as Ju-
lius Caesar served and we still remem-
ber him.’’ Robert Kennedy replied, 
‘‘Yes, but Caesar had Shakespeare to 
tell the story.’’ 

Saint Paul and Minnesota are much 
the greater because we had Don 
Boxmeyer to tell our stories.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING DEBORAH LONG 
∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, it is my 
great honor to recognize Principal 
Deborah Long of Betty Kiefer Elemen-
tary School in Rathdrum, ID. Deborah 
has been recognized as Idaho’s 2008 re-
cipient of the National Distinguished 
Principals Award. The award is given 
jointly by the National Association of 
Elementary School Principals and the 
U.S. Department of Education. Debo-
rah is being recognized for her exem-
plary leadership in her job and in her 
community and contributions to her 
profession, including professional asso-
ciation affiliations. 

Deborah has established strong ties 
with parents and local businesses in 
Rathdrum. She has demonstrated ex-
ceptional leadership at Betty Kiefer El-
ementary and in the community. She 
promotes a goal-oriented learning envi-
ronment for her students and expects 

great things from her students and her 
staff. In fact, under her leadership, 
Betty Kiefer Elementary is both an 
Idaho School of Merit and a recipient 
of the A+ Excellence in Education 
Award. In today’s world, young stu-
dents need and benefit from a good role 
model and someone who cares for 
them. She cares about the learning en-
vironment itself the school is deco-
rated with floor-to-ceiling, hall-length 
murals that tell the story of a school 
focused on principles, patriotism, pride 
in their State and kindness to others. 
Deborah has gone above and beyond 
the call of duty in her service as prin-
cipal of Betty Kiefer Elementary 
School, in her words, making her 
school ‘‘safe, secure and caring.’’ Stu-
dents in this rural Idaho school are for-
tunate, indeed, to have the gift of 
Deborah’s wisdom, encouragement and 
expectations of moral behavior and 
high integrity. It says a lot about a 
principal when close to 100 percent of 
parents attend parent teacher con-
ferences and a full 25 percent of parents 
volunteer at the school. 

I am certain I share the sentiments 
of her students, their parents and her 
staff when I wish her congratulations 
and the best for continued excellence 
in her career.∑ 
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HONORING CONGREGATION BETH 
SHALOM 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
their Web site is called 
frozenchosen.org. No kidding. Today I 
honor Congregation Beth Shalom of 
Anchorage, AK, an affiliate of the 
Union for Reform Judaism, on the oc-
casion of its 50th anniversary. It is a 
pillar of Alaska’s small but vibrant 
Jewish community. 

Congregation Beth Shalom is one of 
five synagogues in the State of Alaska. 
Only two of those five synagogues 
enjoy the services of a full-time rabbi. 
Congregation Beth Shalom is one of 
these two synagogues. 

I am pleased to acknowledge and wel-
come Rabbi Michael Oblath, the 
present Rabbi, who joined Congrega-
tion Beth Shalom in September 2007. 
He is the fifth Rabbi to serve the con-
gregation since its founding on Sep-
tember 5, 1958. It is also appropriate to 
recognize the four other individuals 
who have served as spiritual leaders to 
Congregation Beth Shalom since its 
founding, beginning with Rabbi Lester 
Polonsky, Rabbi Harry Rosenfeld, 
Rabbi Johanna Hershenson, and Rabbi 
Fred Wenger. 

Congregation Beth Sholom was first 
organized on September 5, 1958. It was 
on that day that 20 people gathered in 
Burt and Bobbie Goldberg’s home to 
welcome the Shabbat and organize a 
synagogue. At the time, the only Jew-
ish services in Anchorage were being 
conducted by chaplains on Elmendorf 
Air Force Base, and organizers wanted 
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