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aboard traditionally-rigged sail training ves-
sels; (2) a program of scholarship funds sup-
porting such experiences; (3) a long history 
of tall ship races, rallies, and maritime fes-
tivals dating back as far as 1976; (4) the Tall 
Ships Challenge series of races and maritime 
festivals which have been conducted each 
year since 2001, have reached an aggregate 
audience to date of some 8,000,000 spectators, 
have had a cumulative economic impact of 
over $400,000,000 for over 30 host commu-
nities, and involve sail training vessels, 
trainees, and crews from all the coasts of the 
United States and around the world; (5) sup-
port of its membership of more than 200 sail 
training vessels, embracing barks, barques, 
barkentines, brigantines, brigs, schooners, 
sloops, and full-rigged ships, which carry the 
flags of the United States, Canada, and many 
other nations and have brought life changing 
adventures to thousands and thousands of 
young trainees; (6) a series of more than 30 
annual sail training conferences to date, con-
ducted in numerous cities throughout the 
United States and Canada and embracing the 
Safety Under Sail Forum and the Education 
Under Sail Forum; (7) extensive collabora-
tion with the Coast Guard and with the pre-
mier sail training vessel of the United 
States, the square-rigged barque USCGC 
Eagle; (8) publication of ‘‘Sail Tall Ships’’, a 
periodic directory of sail training opportuni-
ties; and (9) supporting the enactment of the 
Sailing Schools Vessel Act of 1982, Public 
Law 97-322, on October 15, 1982; 

Whereas ASTA has ably represented the 
United States as its national sail training 
organization as a founding member of Sail 
Training International, the recognized inter-
national body for the promotion of sail 
training, which itself carries forward a series 
of international races amongst square-rigged 
and other traditionally-rigged vessels reach-
ing back as far as the 1950s; and 

Whereas ASTA and Sail Training Inter-
national are collaborating with port partners 
around the Atlantic Ocean to produce Tall 
Ships Atlantic Challenge 2009, an inter-
national fleet of sail training vessels origi-
nating in Europe, voyaging to North Amer-
ica, and returning to Europe: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the American Sail Training 

Association for its advancement of character 
building experiences for youth at sea in tra-
ditionally-rigged sailing vessels and its ad-
vancement of the finest traditions of the sea; 

(2) commends the American Sail Training 
Association as the national sail training as-
sociation of the United States, representing 
the sail training community of the United 
States in the international forum; and 

(3) encourages all citizens of the United 
States and of nations around the world to 
join in the celebration of Tall Ships Atlantic 
Challenge 2009 and in the character building 
and educational experience that it represents 
for the youth of all nations. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, today it 
is my great pleasure to honor the in-
credible achievement, tradition, and 
performance of the American Sail 
Training Association, ASTA. This edu-
cational nonprofit corporation has al-
lowed young participants from across 
the country to build character through 
sail training and to represent the 
United States around the world with 
distinction and good spirit. I am proud 
of the dedicated trainers who have 
taught young sailors to persevere in 
international adventures on brigan-

tines, schooners, slops, and other ves-
sels. I commend the efforts of the 
ASTA to provide such exciting and 
educational opportunities for youth, 
and I look forward to the coming Tall 
Ships Atlantic Challenge 2009. 
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 5631. Mr. CASEY (for Mr. LIEBERMAN 
(for himself and Ms. COLLINS)) proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 2606, to reauthorize 
the United States Fire Administration, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 5631. Mr. CASEY (for Mr. 
LIEBERMAN (for himself and Ms. COL-
LINS)) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 2606, to reauthorize the United 
States Fire Administration, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

In lieu of the matter to be inserted, insert 
the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States Fire Administration Reauthorization 
Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The number of lives lost each year be-

cause of fire has dropped significantly over 
the last 25 years in the United States. How-
ever, the United States still has one of the 
highest fire death rates in the industrialized 
world. In 2006, the National Fire Protection 
Association reported 3,245 civilian fire 
deaths, 16,400 civilian fire injuries, and 
$11,307,000,000 in direct losses due to fire. 

(2) Every year, more than 100 firefighters 
die in the line of duty. The United States 
Fire Administration should continue its 
leadership to help local fire agencies dra-
matically reduce these fatalities. 

(3) The Federal Government should con-
tinue to work with State and local govern-
ments and the fire service community to fur-
ther the promotion of national voluntary 
consensus standards that increase firefighter 
safety. 

(4) The United States Fire Administration 
provides crucial support to the 30,300 fire de-
partments of the United States through 
training, emergency incident data collec-
tion, fire awareness and education, and sup-
port of research and development activities 
for fire prevention, control, and suppression 
technologies. 

(5) The collection of data on fire and other 
emergency incidents is a vital tool both for 
policy makers and emergency responders to 
identify and develop responses to emerging 
hazards. Improving the data collection capa-
bilities of the United States Fire Adminis-
tration is essential for accurately tracking 
and responding to the magnitude and nature 
of the fire problems of the United States. 

(6) The research and development per-
formed by the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, the United States Fire 
Administration, other government agencies, 
and nongovernmental organizations on fire 
technologies, techniques, and tools advance 
the capabilities of the fire service of the 
United States to suppress and prevent fires. 

(7) Because of the essential role of the 
United States Fire Administration and the 
fire service community in preparing for and 
responding to national and man-made disas-

ters, the United States Fire Administration 
should have a prominent place within the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency and 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 
FOR UNITED STATES FIRE ADMINIS-
TRATION. 

Section 17(g)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 
2216(g)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon; 

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon; 
and 

(3) by adding after subparagraph (D) the 
following: 

‘‘(E) $70,000,000 for fiscal year 2009, of which 
$2,520,000 shall be used to carry out section 
8(f); 

‘‘(F) $72,100,000 for fiscal year 2010, of which 
$2,595,600 shall be used to carry out section 
8(f); 

‘‘(G) $74,263,000 for fiscal year 2011, of which 
$2,673,468 shall be used to carry out section 
8(f); and 

‘‘(H) $76,490,890 for fiscal year 2012, of which 
$2,753,672 shall be used to carry out section 
8(f).’’. 

SEC. 4. NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY TRAINING PRO-
GRAM MODIFICATIONS AND RE-
PORTS. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO FIRE ACADEMY TRAIN-
ING.—Section 7(d)(1) of the Federal Fire Pre-
vention and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 
2206(d)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by amending subparagraph (H) to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(H) tactics and strategies for dealing with 
natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and 
other man-made disasters;’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (K), by striking ‘‘for-
est’’ and inserting ‘‘wildland’’; 

(3) in subparagraph (M), by striking ‘‘re-
sponse’’; 

(4) by redesignating subparagraphs (I) 
through (N) as subparagraphs (M) through 
(R), respectively; and 

(5) by inserting after subparagraph (H) the 
following: 

‘‘(I) tactics and strategies for fighting 
large-scale fires or multiple fires in a general 
area that cross jurisdictional boundaries; 

‘‘(J) tactics and strategies for fighting fires 
occurring at the wildland-urban interface; 

‘‘(K) tactics and strategies for fighting 
fires involving hazardous materials; 

‘‘(L) advanced emergency medical services 
training;’’. 

(b) ON-SITE TRAINING.—Section 7 of such 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2206) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(6), by inserting ‘‘, in-
cluding on-site training’’ after ‘‘United 
States’’; 

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘4 per-
cent’’ and inserting ‘‘7.5 percent’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(m) ON-SITE TRAINING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Administrator may enter 
into a contract with nationally recognized 
organizations that have established on-site 
training programs that comply with national 
voluntary consensus standards for fire serv-
ice personnel to facilitate the delivery of the 
education and training programs outlined in 
subsection (d)(1) directly to fire service per-
sonnel. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

not enter into a contract with an organiza-
tion described in paragraph (1) unless such 
organization provides training that— 
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