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INTRODUCTION OF THE AMERICA 

RESOLUTION 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2008 

Mr. CONAWAY. Madam Speaker, yesterday 
was Constitution Day. On that day, 221 years 
ago in a cramped hall in Philadelphia, 39 men 
signed their names to a document that would 
forever change the course of human events. 

The United States Constitution is one of the 
most remarkable covenants ever authored by 
man. Grounded firmly in the Age of Enlighten-
ment, the Constitution gave physical form to 
the radical ideas of Montesquieu, Locke, and 
Paine, who believed that the rights of man 
come from God and that legitimate govern-
ments arise from the consent of the governed. 
Our Founding Fathers blended these philoso-
phies with common sense and tough com-
promises to create a new form of government 
dedicated to the ideas of liberty, the rule of 
law, civic responsibility, and popular sov-
ereignty. 

For over 200 years, the ideas the Founders 
wove through our Constitution have been con-
sidered sacred. Each Constitution Day pre-
sents us with an opportunity to pause and re-
flect on the extraordinary document these men 
drafted to provide us with a unified and stable 
Nation. In their wisdom, they sought to protect 
the rights and liberties of individuals by divid-
ing power and authority between the States 
and the national government. The result is a 
system of shared roles designed to prevent 
any one element from gaining too much 
power. 

Yet today, the document at the very founda-
tion of our Republic is often considered only 
as an afterthought during our debates. Even 
though every Member, staffer, and officer of 
the House of Representatives has taken an 
oath to support and defend the Constitution 
and to bear true faith and allegiance to it, too 
often we ignore its many constraints on our 
authority in the name of political expediency. 

It is essential that we never forget the guid-
ing principles established in our Constitution 
and that is why yesterday I introduced the 
AMERICA Resolution, A Modest Effort to 
Read and Instill the Constitution Again. 

The AMERICA resolution requires all staff 
and officers of the House to read the Constitu-
tion once a year and encourages all Members 
of Congress to do the same. Just as we re-
quire Members and staff to know how to act 
ethically, we should require Members and staff 
to know how to act constitutionally. 

It is my hope that this small yearly effort will 
renew and deepen our appreciation for the ge-
nius of the Constitution and the divisions and 
constraints on power contained within it. The 
AMERICA Resolution is meant to remind law-
makers, and our staff that advises us, to stay 
within our country’s founding framework as we 
conduct legislative business. 

Today I call on all Members of Congress to 
join me and rededicate ourselves to our found-
ing principles of limited, constrained govern-
ance as enshrined in our Constitution. By 
studying our founding document, we will con-
tinue the legacy of these great men and their 

groundbreaking ideas, as well as develop the 
habits of citizenship that keep the Constitution 
alive and relevant for a new generation of 
Americans. 

I urge you all to join me and support the 
AMERICA Resolution. 
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TRIBUTE TO RAYMOND E. DAY 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2008 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to honor the service and sacrifice of an 
honorable and proud American, Mr. Raymond 
E. Day. Mr. Day is an 84-year-old World War 
II veteran living in Kansas City, Missouri. In 
February 1945 Mr. Day was assigned to the 
155th Machine Gunner’s Battalion, 5th Marine 
Division during the assault on the island of Iwo 
Jima, as part of Operation Detachment. 

The mission of Operation Detachment was 
to secure two strategic airfields, located on the 
well-defended and heavily fortified island. On 
February 23, just 4 days after arriving on Iwo 
Jima, Mr. Day’s machine gun position took 
nearly a direct hit, knocking his gunner’s mate, 
Irra Arrington, unconscious, and rendering the 
gun inoperable. 

After successfully reviving Irra, the pair con-
tinued the fight, destroying several nearby 
enemy positions. The pair often dodged obsta-
cles such as barbed wire and land mines and 
repeatedly came under relentless attack from 
Japanese small arms fire, mortar fire, and ar-
tillery barrages. Again, just a few short hours 
later, both men were injured when an enemy 
artillery round destroyed their position. Mr. 
Day was wounded by shrapnel in the hip and 
left leg. 

Both men were evacuated to a nearby mer-
chant marine vessel, treated for their wounds 
and returned to duty on the island. Mr. Day 
continued to fight, despite his wounds, risking 
death or permanent injury because that was 
his job, to keep the battlefront moving forward 
as American forces moved to secure the is-
land. 

Earlier this year, I was contacted by my 
constituent, Norman Polsky, with a request for 
assistance to obtain the Purple Heart medal 
for his friend, Raymond Day. After researching 
medical records, reviewing morning reports, I 
have learned that Raymond Day’s files were 
destroyed during the 1973 fire at the National 
Personnel Records Center. There exists no 
record of Mr. Day’s injuries or treatment for 
the wounds he sustained in action either in his 
medical records file or in existing morning re-
ports. 

It is a shame that Mr. Day is still without the 
Purple Heart Medal, despite the fact that the 
he bears the scars from the residuals of 
shrapnel embedded in his leg and hip, not to 
mention the painful memories that America’s 
warriors guard so closely for a lifetime. 

It is for these reasons that I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Mr. Raymond 
E. Day. Without the service and sacrifice of 
Mr. Day, and the men and women of the 
‘‘greatest generation,’’ our Nation would not be 
as resilient and flourishing as it is today. By 

continuing his mission, despite being wound-
ed, Mr. Day lends great credit to himself, the 
5th Marine Division, and the United States of 
America. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ERBY 
WALKER 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2008 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to one of Atlanta’s 
greatest icons. A humble man who loved his 
job and worked hard to be the best he could 
be, Erby Walker became one of downtown At-
lanta’s most beloved figures. Presidents, ce-
lebrities, athletes and Atlantans alike came to 
know Erby Walker as the heart and soul of the 
Varsity, Atlanta’s most famous drive-in diner 
and a downtown landmark. 

Erby Walker started his career at the Varsity 
in 1952 sweeping up after customers at the 
tender age of 15. 

Back then the diner was segregated— 
whites worked the counter, blacks worked in 
the back—but in 1964 the diner was inte-
grated and Erby Walker was promoted to the 
counter, the first black man to work there. And 
work he did. He worked so hard that the own-
ers of the Varsity sent Erby and his family to 
Disney World, all expenses paid—twice. He 
received awards, honors and recognitions—he 
was even inducted into the Atlanta Convention 
and Visitors Bureau Hospitality Hall of Fame. 

It was Erby who first asked, ‘‘What’ll ya 
have?’’—a question still asked today when 
customers approach the counter and just one 
of the many phrases Erby coined as he 
shaped the Varsity into a place as famous for 
its unique vernacular as for its food. 

Over the years, I have brought many friends 
to the Varsity. When I brought former Presi-
dent Clinton, Erby greeted him warmly, saying, 
‘‘What’ll ya have, Mr. President?’’ 

Erby Walker loved his job; he loved the Var-
sity and, most of all, he loved Atlanta and the 
thousands of customers she brought to his 
counter every day. Madam Speaker, Erby 
Walker was an Atlanta icon and his service to 
his community must not be forgotten. 
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HONORING READE MONTGOMERY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Reade Montgomery of 
Blue Springs, Missouri. Reade is a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1058, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Reade has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Reade has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
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