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the inspiration for the Western Wayne Youth 
Travelling Classic. His service has spanned 
forty years and influenced his community in 
numerous ways. Today, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in honoring Harold Winters’ public 
spirit, dedication, and service to his commu-
nity. 
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CONGRATULATING JOSEPH LITTLE 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2008 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Joseph Little for being 
honored by the Council for Opportunity in Edu-
cation for his educational achievements and 
career accomplishments. I am especially 
pleased to recognize Joseph because he is 
not only a worthy recipient, but a proud vet-
eran and former Army Ranger. This recogni-
tion stems from the outstanding success Jo-
seph has achieved while participating in Ari-
zona State University’s Veterans Upward 
Bound program. 

When Joseph was discharged from the 
Army after the Vietnam war, he had severe 
physical and emotional injuries. It took Joseph 
50 surgeries and 30 years outside the edu-
cation arena until he was ready to return and 
realize his dream. Despite his doctors and vo-
cational rehabilitation counselors telling him he 
would never be able to earn a degree, Joseph 
earned both a bachelor’s degree and a mas-
ter’s degree in social work from Arizona State 
University. This recognition represents the tire-
less determination and stellar work ethic that 
led Joseph to overcome adversity and become 
the first member in his family to graduate from 
college. 

Joseph has worked at the Phoenix Veterans 
Center since 1998 and puts his education to 
good use by working with veterans with post- 
traumatic stress disorder. He is currently help-
ing fellow veterans ranging from those who 
served in World War II to those returning from 
recent conflicts. 

As a member of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, I am particularly proud to see 
Joseph chosen as one of six winners out of a 
national pool of 52 nominees. When our vet-
erans return home to Arizona and need a 
helping hand, I feel confident knowing that he 
is there to assist them with whatever problems 
they may have. Joseph is an inspiration to me 
and to an increasing number of veterans. He 
personifies the persistence necessary to 
achieve one’s dreams and the altruism that is 
a product of an inherent moral obligation to 
help others who are faced with the same ob-
stacles he was able to overcome. 

Once again, I congratulate Joseph for all 
that he has accomplished, and I am confident 
we will continue to see wonderful things from 
him in the future. 

INTRODUCING THE MICROFINANCE 
CAPACITY BUILDING ACT OF 2008 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2008 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, today my 
colleague Mr. MEEKS and I are introducing the 
Microfinance Capacity Building Act of 2008. 
This bi-partisan effort aims to build the human 
capacity of microfinance networks working to 
empower the poor in developing countries 
across the globe. 

Microcredit—the provision of small, collat-
eral-free loans to the poor in developing na-
tions enable poor families to increase their in-
come and have an immediate and lasting im-
pact on quality of life—the ability to afford 
food, shelter, education and healthcare. As 
business income increases, the business is 
able to expand, and the effect spreads beyond 
the family into the local community, through 
employment and contribution to the local 
economy. Thus, the benefits of microfinance 
help grow not just businesses, but stronger 
communities as well. 

It is widely recognized that the lack of 
human capital is the greatest constraint to the 
growth of practitioner organizations in the 
microfinance industry. According to some in-
dustry estimates, in order to meet the antici-
pated demand for microfinance, the industry 
will have to hire 1.6 million new loan officers 
alone in Africa, Asia, Latin America and the 
Near East, assuming a loan officer to client 
ratio of 1:300. And that figure does not include 
the skilled middle and senior managers that 
microfinance organizations are struggling to 
find and retain. 

The microfinance capacity-building activities 
supported by this legislation are intended to 
drive innovation and provide comprehensive 
solutions that address the lack of human ca-
pacity in developing countries, particularly in 
sub-Saharan Africa. These activities will pro-
vide a framework for a regional and sub-re-
gional approach to maximizing economies of 
scale and should focus predominately on edu-
cating and training country nationals in order 
to build capacity in the microfinance industry 
in developing countries. 

Through its strategic investment in building 
microfinance human capacity, this bill would 
make it possible for more of the world’s poor 
to access financial services to enable them to 
start or expand a business, develop a steady 
income and create jobs for their neighbors. 
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MISSOURI NATIONAL GUARD 
ASSISTS HURRICANE VICTIMS 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 18, 2008 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this opportunity to honor and acknowl-
edge the fine members of the 1139th Military 
Police Company of the Missouri National 
Guard. Their brave efforts in Opelousas, Lou-
isiana, are a true testament to their character 

and integrity with regard to helping fellow 
Americans in a time of need. 

The Missouri National Guard arrived in 
Opelousas, an area hit very hard by Hurricane 
Gustav. Ninety percent of the town of 20,000 
was without power, hundreds of trees and 
power lines were destroyed, and many citi-
zens were without food or supplies. The 
Guard distributed food and ice to hundreds of 
hungry residents and patrolled possible looting 
targets throughout the evenings. 

Madam Speaker, the Missouri National 
Guard Military Police Company 1139 deserves 
our respect and honor for their admirable ef-
forts on the Gulf Coast. I ask my colleagues 
at this time to join me in acknowledging these 
fine individuals on a job well done. 
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‘‘STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES GIFT 
OF LIFE MEDAL ACT OF 2008’’ 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 18, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the ‘‘Stephanie Tubbs Jones Gift of 
Life Medal Act of 2008’’ with my colleague Mr. 
CAMP of Michigan. Representative Tubbs 
Jones’ life ended as she lived it; by exem-
plifying concern for the welfare of others. She 
donated her organs in the waning hours of her 
life so that the lives of others could continue. 
In that spirit, this legislation creates a com-
memorative medal for organ donors and their 
families, recognizing the brave and selfless act 
of organ donation. 

As I well know from my time on the Ways 
and Means Health Subcommittee, Represent-
ative Tubbs Jones worked tirelessly to remedy 
health disparities in our Nation. Organ dona-
tion is one area where dramatic health dispari-
ties exist, which makes this all the more of a 
fitting tribute. While minorities donate organs 
in proportion to their population, the rate of 
organ donations fails to keep pace with the 
need for transplants in the population. 

Minority populations account for close to 50 
percent of the nearly 100,000 people who are 
currently waiting for organ transplants. Since 
the national transplant waiting list began, over 
80,000 donation-eligible Americans have died 
waiting for an organ to become available; in 
2007 alone, over 6,500 people died for lack of 
a suitable organ. Donating an organ to some-
one whose life depends on it is laudable, and 
it should be recognized and encouraged. The 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones Gift of Life Medal Act 
sends a clear message that donating one’s or-
gans is an act that should receive the pro-
found respect of our Nation. 

I would like to thank Former Senate Majority 
Leader, and transplant surgeon, Dr. William H. 
Frist, for whom this bill was named in an ear-
lier version in this Congress (H.R. 1765/S. 
1062). Dr. Frist was a tireless advocate of 
organ donors and their families during his time 
in the Senate. He worked on behalf of the Gift 
of Life Medal Act for years and has expressed 
strong support for renaming the bill for Rep-
resentative Tubbs Jones. We appreciate his 
graciousness in doing so. 

This legislation directs the Treasury depart-
ment to design and produce a commemorative 
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