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you the amount of debt that is in-
volved. 

So the fundamental failure of the 
philosophy is this belief that somehow 
we, as taxpayers, have a responsibility 
to rescue but not a responsibility to 
regulate. That is not right. If the full 
faith and credit of the United States of 
America is going to come to the rescue 
of these private institutions, we have 
an obligation in Government to the 
taxpayers of this country to ask the 
hard questions in advance, before the 
disaster arrives. We should have been 
asking these questions a long time ago. 
We should have asked them about the 
predatory lending practices of major 
credit institutions. We have had sev-
eral votes on the floor of the Senate on 
that issue. We should have been asking 
about how this money was being 
loaned—the circumstances. 

I guess there is not much sympathy 
for people facing foreclosure in Amer-
ica today. A lot of us might be inclined 
to think: These poor souls, they should 
have been a little more careful, until 
you take the time to meet some of 
them. Some of them got carried away. 
Don’t get me wrong. I can’t have a lot 
of sympathy for them. They made big 
mistakes trying to make big money, 
but some of these folks were conned. 
They signed up for mortgages full of 
tricks and traps that ended up explod-
ing in their faces and now they are 
going to lose their homes. 

At the end of the day, this crisis 
started with a housing catastrophe and 
disaster and continues because of it. It 
is up to us now to decide what we are 
going to do about it. We can rescue the 
folks at the top—that is what is being 
proposed—but we need to do a lot more 
than that. I think we need to set up a 
mechanism for those who are about to 
lose their homes to be protected. 

Here is an interesting thing. If you 
face bankruptcy today and you have 
seven or eight homes and go into the 
bankruptcy court, they can renegotiate 
the terms of all your mortgages, except 
one. They cannot renegotiate the 
terms of the mortgage on your home. 
Why? If they can renegotiate the terms 
on my vacation home, my farm, my 
ranch, my property in some other 
place, why not my home? There is no 
good explanation. The fact that the 
bankruptcy court cannot renegotiate 
leads us, sadly, to the point where 
banking institutions and credit lenders 
and the others are not renegotiating 
terms. They would rather see people 
fail and face foreclosure. I think we 
have to do something to make sure the 
bankruptcy courts have that option. I 
think there should be incentives for 
those lending institutions to try hard 
to keep people in their homes. 

Mr. President, 340,000 Americans 
were foreclosed on in the month of Au-
gust. It is a record-breaking number. 
Not since the Great Depression have we 
seen that percentage of homeowners 

facing that kind of liability. So we 
have to keep the taxpayers in mind 
when we read this proposal of the 
Treasury. We have to keep homeowners 
in mind, and we ought to keep account-
ability in mind. At the end of the day, 
there is no branch of this Government 
above the law. When it comes to $700 
billion in taxpayers’ dollars and 
money—and hard-earned money, I 
might add—they are not above the law. 

One last point I wish to make. Sen-
ator MCCAIN has made a name for him-
self in the Senate, calling himself a 
leading deregulator. He has been op-
posed to regulation. In fact, he teamed 
up with Senator Phil Gramm of Texas, 
who was his inspiration for years, and 
they voted together on many issues: to 
deregulate, get the Government out of 
the economy. Let a thousand flowers 
bloom. Let’s let these forces of cap-
italism go to work. I am not going to 
diminish the power of the entrepre-
neurial spirit and the forces of cap-
italism, but they can get carried away. 
We saw it happen with the savings and 
loan crisis and we have seen it happen 
with the subprime mortgage crisis. We 
have seen it before. It might happen 
again if we don’t learn a lesson. 

I am disappointed that Senator 
MCCAIN in the past took that position. 
I am troubled that, in a recent article 
in Contingencies magazine, he said 
about our health care market: 

Opening up the health insurance market to 
more vigorous nationwide competition, as we 
have done over the last decade in banking, 
would provide more choices of innovative 
products less burdened by the worst excesses 
of State-based regulation. 

I don’t know when Senator MCCAIN 
wrote that. It couldn’t have been re-
cently because I have to tell my col-
leagues that if he is promising for the 
health insurance market what we now 
face in the banking market after de-
regulation, God help American fami-
lies. I couldn’t disagree more with Sen-
ator MCCAIN’s position on deregulation 
when it came to banking, and now his 
position on deregulation when it comes 
to health insurance companies. 

If the Government doesn’t set the 
rules, the insurance companies will. 
How would you like to throw yourself 
on the mercy of that insurance com-
pany adjuster, when it is your health 
or the health of one of your kids on the 
line? Insurers compete with one an-
other, trying to avoid costly patients 
and avoid paying for procedures. We 
hear about it almost every day. Ac-
cording to Senator MCCAIN, let a thou-
sand flowers bloom. Let the market 
work. The market works pretty well if 
you are young and healthy or wealthy. 
It doesn’t work very well if you are 
older, have a history of illness, and 
don’t have much of an income. That is 
why we need sensible regulation. 

This idea that we are going to move 
away from employer-based health in-
surance, as Senator MCCAIN has said— 

well, I am sure there are some people 
who buy into that. Put each one of the 
customers in America out on their own 
buying health insurance instead of 
buying through pools where they work, 
and we know what will happen. The 
sickest people will have the toughest 
time finding insurance and paying for 
it. That isn’t how it should work. We 
learned that, I am afraid, the hard way, 
and Senator MCCAIN is stuck on that. I 
think he is wrong. I think we need a 
health insurance program in America 
which gives us all a fighting chance. 
Unfortunately, Senator MCCAIN’s ap-
proach does not. So we have to make 
sure that when it comes to banking or 
health insurance, Senator MCCAIN’s ap-
proach is not going to be our approach. 
This idea of deregulation may at one 
time have had wide subscription, but 
today it does not. We have to move for-
ward with the concept that there is an 
appropriate role for Government—not 
to go too far but to provide enough pro-
tection, disclosure, transparency, and 
accountability to make sure we don’t 
find ourselves in the crisis we find 
today with our banking institutions. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota is recognized. 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, 

first of all, I wish to thank the Senator 
from Illinois for his leadership. He has 
been an advocate for a long time for 
changing the way this administration 
has allowed these agencies to decay 
and to not be regulated—not just our 
financial market but our consumer 
market and the market for oil and 
other things. I thank the Senator from 
Illinois for his leadership and his far-
sightedness during these last few years. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—RESOLUTIONS EN BLOC 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the rel-
evant committees of jurisdiction be 
discharged and the Senate now proceed 
to the en bloc consideration of the fol-
lowing resolutions: S. Con. Res. 96, S. 
Res. 614, S. Res. 653, S. Res. 644, S. Res. 
646, S. Res. 652, S. Res. 651, H. Con. Res. 
163, S. Res. 648, S. Res. 502, S. Con. Res. 
93, H. Con. Res. 296, S. Res. 634, and S. 
Res. 657. 

I further ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate then proceed to a number of 
resolutions submitted earlier today: 

S. Res. 670, S. Res. 671, S. Res. 672, S. 
Res. 673, S. Res. 674, S. Res. 675, and S. 
Res. 676, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Chair hears none, and it is so or-
dered. 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, read as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 96 

Whereas on May 12, 2008, Irena Sendler, a 
living example of social justice, died at the 
age of 98; 

Whereas Irena Sendler repeatedly risked 
her life during the Holocaust to rescue over 
2,500 Jewish children who lived in the War-
saw ghetto in Poland from Nazi extermi-
nation; 

Whereas Irena Sendler was inspired by her 
father, a physician who treated poor Jewish 
patients, to dedicate her life to others; 

Whereas Irena Sendler became an activist 
at the start of World War II, heading the 
clandestine group Zegota and driving an un-
derground movement that provided safe pas-
sage for Jews from the Warsaw ghetto who 
faced disease, execution, or deportation to 
concentration camps; 

Whereas Irena Sendler became 1 of the 
most successful workers within Zegota, tak-
ing charge of the children’s division and 
using her senior position with the welfare de-
partment in Warsaw to gain access to and 
from the ghetto to build a network of allies 
to help ferry Jewish children from the War-
saw ghetto; 

Whereas Irena Sendler was arrested by the 
Gestapo on October 20, 1943, tortured, and 
sentenced to death by firing squad; 

Whereas Irena Sendler never revealed de-
tails of her contacts, escaped from Pawiak 
prison, and continued her invaluable work 
with Zegota; 

Whereas in 1965, Irena Sendler was recog-
nized as ‘‘Righteous Among the Nations’’ by 
the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial in 
Israel; 

Whereas in 2006, Irena Sendler was nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace Prize; 

Whereas Irena Sendler was awarded the 
Order of the White Eagle, the highest civil-
ian decoration in Poland; 

Whereas ‘‘Tzedek: The Righteous’’, a docu-
mentary film, and ‘‘Life in a Jar’’, a play 
about the rescue efforts made by Irena 
Sendler, chronicle the life of Irena Sendler; 

Whereas Irena Sendler, a woman who 
risked everything for the lives of others and 
whose bravery is unimaginable to many, ex-
pressed guilt for not being able to do more 
for the Jewish people; and 

Whereas the story of Irena Sendler reminds 
citizens of the United States and the world 
community not only of the horrible cruelty 
at the time of the Holocaust, but also the in-
credible difference 1 person can make: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) mourns the loss of Irena Sendler, a 
woman whose bravery and heroic efforts 
saved over 2,500 Jewish children during the 
Holocaust; 

(2) pays respect and extends condolences to 
the Sendler family; 

(3) honors the legacy of courage, selfless-
ness, and hope that Irena Sendler exhibited; 
and 

(4) remembers the life and unwavering 
dedication to justice and human rights of 
Irena Sendler. 

S. RES. 614 
Whereas over-the-counter and prescription 

medicines are extremely safe, effective, and 
potentially lifesaving when used properly; 

Whereas the abuse and recreational use of 
over-the-counter and prescription medicines 
can be extremely dangerous and produce se-
rious side effects; 

Whereas in a recently sampled month, 
7,000,000 individuals aged 12 or older reported 
using prescription psychotherapeutic medi-
cines for nonmedical purposes; 

Whereas abuse of prescription medicines, 
including pain relievers, tranquilizers, stim-
ulants, and sedatives is second only to mari-
juana, the number 1 illegal drug of abuse in 
the United States; 

Whereas recent studies indicate that 
2,400,000 children, or 1 in 10 children aged 12 
through 17, have intentionally abused cough 
medicine to get high from the ingredient 
dextromethorphan; 

Whereas 4,500,000, or 1 in 5, young adults 
have used prescription medicines for non-
medical purposes; 

Whereas according to research from the 
Partnership for a Drug-Free America, more 
than 1⁄3 of teens mistakenly believe that tak-
ing prescription drugs, even if not prescribed 
by a doctor, is much safer than using more 
traditional street drugs; 

Whereas the lack of understanding by 
teens and parents of the potential harms of 
these powerful prescription drugs makes 
raising public awareness about the dangers 
of the misuse of such drugs more critical 
than ever; 

Whereas misused prescription drugs are 
most often obtained through friends and rel-
atives; 

Whereas misused prescription drugs are 
also obtained through rogue Internet phar-
macies; 

Whereas parents should be aware that the 
Internet gives teens access to websites that 
promote medicine abuse; 

Whereas National Medicine Abuse Aware-
ness Month promotes the messages that 
over-the-counter and prescription medicines 
should be taken only as labeled or pre-
scribed, and that taking over-the-counter 
and prescription medicines for recreational 
uses or in large doses can have serious and 
life-threatening consequences; 

Whereas National Medicine Abuse Aware-
ness Month will encourage parents to be-
come educated about prescription drug abuse 
and talk to teens about all types of sub-
stance abuse; 

Whereas observance of National Medicine 
Abuse Awareness Month should be encour-
aged at the national, State, and local levels 
to increase awareness of the misuse of medi-
cines; 

Whereas some groups, including the Con-
sumer Healthcare Products Association and 
the Community Anti-Drug Coalition of 
America, have taken important steps by cre-
ating educational toolkits, including ‘‘A 
Dose of Prevention: Stopping Cough Medi-
cine Abuse Before it Starts’’, which provides 
guides to educate parents, teachers, law en-
forcement officials, doctors and healthcare 
professionals, and retailers about the poten-
tial dangers of abusing over-the-counter 
cough and cold medicines; 

Whereas the Partnership for a Drug-Free 
America and community alliance and affil-
iate partners have undertaken a nationwide 
prevention campaign utilizing research- 
based educational advertisements, public re-
lations and news media, and the Internet to 
inform parents about the negative teen be-
havior of intentional abuse of medicines so 
that parents are empowered to effectively 
communicate the facts about this dangerous 
trend with teens and to take necessary steps 
to safeguard prescription and over-the- 
counter medicines at home; and 

Whereas educating the public about the 
dangers of medicine abuse and promoting 
prevention is a critical component of what 

must be a multi-pronged effort to curb the 
disturbing rise in medicine misuse: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the month of August 2008 as 

‘‘National Medicine Abuse Awareness 
Month’’; and 

(2) urges communities to carry out appro-
priate programs and activities to educate 
parents and youth about the potential dan-
gers associated with medicine abuse. 

S. RES. 653 

Whereas, on September 6, 2008, The Ohio 
State University football team, known as 
the ‘‘Buckeyes,’’ achieved its 800th win, be-
coming the 5th major college football pro-
gram to reach this mark; 

Whereas the Buckeyes have an all-time 
record of 800 wins, 304 losses, and 53 ties in 
their 119 seasons; 

Whereas, in 1890, the Buckeyes played their 
first game, and since have become a symbol 
of pride and tradition for the past and 
present members of The Ohio State Univer-
sity community; 

Whereas The Ohio State University has the 
largest self-supporting athletics program in 
the country; 

Whereas The Ohio State University con-
tinues to strive for academic excellence in 
sports, ranking first in the Big Ten Aca-
demic All-Conference Team for the 2007–08 
academic year; 

Whereas, there are 1,877 Buckeye All- 
Americans in the history of the program; 

Whereas the Ohio State athletic program 
strives to improve the academic quality of 
The Ohio State University by donating key 
funding to renovate Ohio State’s academic 
facilities, including the recent donation to 
the William Oxley Thompson Memorial Li-
brary; 

Whereas Ohio State strives for diversity at 
all levels and was commended nationally in 
2007–08 for its National Collegiate Athletic 
Association academic progress rate, Overall 
Excellence in Diversity, and for ranking 2nd 
in the Degree Completion Program; 

Whereas each year Ohio State student-ath-
letes and coaches are involved in thousands 
of hours of community service; 

Whereas each player, coach, and contrib-
utor to the team remained committed to en-
suring that the Buckeyes achieved this his-
toric accomplishment; and 

Whereas all supporters of The Ohio State 
University are to be praised for their dedica-
tion to, and pride in, The Ohio State Univer-
sity football program: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates The Ohio State Univer-

sity football team for achieving 800 victories 
in its 119-year history; 

(2) recognizes The Ohio State University 
athletic program for its accomplishments in 
both sports and academics; and 

(3) requests the Secretary of the Senate to 
prepare an official copy of this resolution for 
presentation to— 

(A) The Ohio State University for appro-
priate display; 

(B) the President of The Ohio State Uni-
versity, Dr. E. Gordon Gee; and 

(C) the head coach of The Ohio State Uni-
versity football team, Mr. Jim Tressel. 

S. RES. 644 

Whereas millions of children and youth in 
the United States represent the hopes and 
future of the United States; 

Whereas numerous individuals, charities 
benefitting children, and youth-serving orga-
nizations that work with children and youth 
collaborate to provide invaluable services to 
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enrich and better the lives of children and 
youth throughout the United States; 

Whereas raising awareness of and increas-
ing support for organizations that provide 
access to healthcare, social services, edu-
cation, the arts, sports, and other services 
will result in the development of character 
and the future success of children and youth; 

Whereas the President issued a proclama-
tion on May 30, 2008, proclaiming June 1, 2008 
as ‘‘National Child’s Day’’ to demonstrate a 
commitment to the youth of the United 
States; 

Whereas September, as the school year be-
gins, is a time when parents, families, teach-
ers, school administrators, and communities 
increase their focus on children and youth 
throughout the United States; 

Whereas September is a time for the people 
of the United States to highlight and be 
mindful of the needs of children and youth; 

Whereas private corporations and busi-
nesses have joined with hundreds of national 
and local charitable organizations through-
out the United States in support of a month- 
long focus on children and youth; and 

Whereas designating September 2008 as 
‘‘National Child Awareness Month’’ would 
recognize that a long-term commitment to 
children and youth is in the public interest, 
and will encourage widespread support for 
charities and organizations that seek to pro-
vide a better future for the children and 
youth of the United States: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2008 as ‘‘National Child Awareness 
Month’’— 

(1) to promote awareness of charities bene-
fitting children and youth-serving organiza-
tions throughout the United States; and 

(2) to recognize efforts made by such char-
ities and organizations on behalf of children 
and youth as a positive investment in the fu-
ture of the United States. 

S. RES. 646 

Whereas the prevalence of running away 
from home and homelessness among youths 
is staggering, with studies suggesting that 
between 1,600,000 and 2,800,000 youths live on 
the streets of the United States each year; 

Whereas running away from home is wide-
spread, and youths aged 12 to 17 are at a 
higher risk of becoming homeless than 
adults; 

Whereas youths who run away from home 
most often have been expelled from their 
homes by their families, have been phys-
ically, sexually, or emotionally abused at 
home, have been discharged by State custo-
dial systems without adequate transition 
plans, or have been separated from their par-
ents by death and divorce, are too poor to se-
cure their own basic needs, and are ineligible 
or unable to access adequate medical or 
mental health resources; 

Whereas effective programs that support 
runaway youths and assist youths and their 
families in preventing youths from running 
away succeed because of partnerships cre-
ated among families, community-based 
human service agencies, law enforcement 
agencies, schools, faith-based organizations, 
and businesses; 

Whereas preventing youths from running 
away from home and supporting youths in 
high-risk situations are priorities for fami-
lies, communities, and the Nation; 

Whereas the future well-being of the 
United States is dependent on the opportuni-
ties provided for youths and families to ac-
quire the knowledge, skills, and abilities 
necessary for youths to develop into safe, 
healthy, and productive adults; 

Whereas the National Network for Youth 
and its members advocate on behalf of run-
away and homeless youths and provide an 
array of community-based support to address 
their critical needs; 

Whereas the National Runaway Switch-
board provides crisis intervention and refer-
rals to reconnect runaway youths with their 
families and to link youths to local re-
sources that provide positive alternatives to 
running away from home; and 

Whereas the National Network for Youth 
and the National Runaway Switchboard are 
cosponsoring National Runaway Prevention 
Month in November 2008 to increase public 
awareness of the life circumstances of 
youths in high-risk situations, the need for 
safe, healthy, and productive alternatives to 
running away, and the resources and support 
available for youths, families, and commu-
nities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and 
supports the goals and ideals of National 
Runaway Prevention Month. 

S. RES. 652 
Whereas the number of elderly and dis-

abled citizens of the United States is increas-
ing dramatically; 

Whereas assisted living is a long-term care 
service that fosters choice, dignity, inde-
pendence, and autonomy in the elderly and 
disabled across the United States; 

Whereas the National Center for Assisted 
Living created National Assisted Living 
Week; 

Whereas the theme of National Assisted 
Living Week 2008 is ‘‘Filling Life with Love’’; 
and 

Whereas this theme highlights the privi-
lege, value, and responsibility of passing the 
legacies of the lives of the elderly and dis-
abled of the United States down through the 
generations that care for and love them: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week beginning Sep-

tember 8, 2008, as ‘‘National Assisted Living 
Week’’; and 

(2) urges all people of the United States— 
(A) to visit friends and loved ones who re-

side at assisted living facilities; and 
(B) to learn more about assisted living 

services, including how assisted living serv-
ices benefit communities in the United 
States. 

S. RES. 651 

Whereas the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration was established on 
July 29, 1958; 

Whereas on May 5, 1961, NASA successfully 
launched America’s first manned spacecraft, 
Freedom 7, piloted by Alan B. Shepard, Jr.; 

Whereas on February 20, 1962, John Glenn 
became the first American astronaut to orbit 
the earth; 

Whereas in July of 1969 President John 
Kennedy’s vision of landing a man on the 
moon and returning him safely to Earth was 
realized with the Apollo 11 mission, com-
manded by Neil A. Armstrong, Lunar Module 
Pilot Edwin ‘‘Buzz’’ Aldrin, Jr., and Com-
mand Module Pilot Michael Collins; 

Whereas on April 12, 1981, NASA began a 
new era of human space flight and explo-
ration with the launch of the first Space 
Shuttle Columbia, commanded by John W. 
Young and piloted by Robert L. ‘‘Bob’’ 
Crippen; 

Whereas on June 18, 1983, Dr. Sally Ride be-
came the first American woman in space as 
a crewmember of Space Shuttle Challenger 
for STS–7; 

Whereas NASA has greatly expanded our 
knowledge and understanding of our planet 

and solar system through various unmanned 
vehicles utilized on numerous missions; 

Whereas, during the Cold War, NASA’s 
achievements served as a source of national 
pride and captured the imagination of the 
world by demonstrating a peaceful use of our 
technological capabilities; 

Whereas NASA now serves as a model for 
international cooperation and American 
leadership through the International Space 
Station and other scientific endeavors; 

Whereas thanks to NASA and the far- 
reaching gaze of the Hubble Space Telescope, 
we have seen further into our universe than 
ever before; 

Whereas NASA space probes have landed 
on or flown by eight of the planets in our 
solar system; 

Whereas the aeronautics research by NASA 
has led to great discoveries and advances in 
aircraft design and aviation; 

Whereas the work done by NASA has ex-
panded the scope of human knowledge, cre-
ated new technologies, and inspired young 
men and women to enter scientific and engi-
neering careers; 

Whereas in the last fifty years, NASA has 
positively impacted almost every facet of 
our lives; and 

Whereas, thanks to the heroism, courage, 
and supreme sacrifice of our astronaut corps 
over the last five decades, we are now able to 
live and work in space for the benefit of all 
humankind: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the men and women of the Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion on the occasion of its 50th Anniversary; 

(2) acknowledges the value of NASA’s dis-
coveries and accomplishments; and 

(3) pledges to maintain America’s position 
as the world leader in earth and space 
science, aeronautics and space exploration 
and technology. 

H. CON. RES. 163 

Whereas Dandy-Walker syndrome is the 
most common congenital malformation of 
the cerebellum and its causes are largely un-
known; 

Whereas between 10,000 and 40,000 people 
have Dandy-Walker syndrome in the United 
States; 

Whereas the incidence of Dandy-Walker 
syndrome is at least 1 case per every 25,000 to 
35,000 live births, however this is likely a sig-
nificant underestimate because of difficul-
ties diagnosing the syndrome; 

Whereas the Metropolitan Atlanta Con-
genital Defects Program, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reports that Dandy- 
Walker syndrome may affect as many as 1 in 
5000 live born infants; 

Whereas approximately 70 to 90 percent of 
patients with Dandy-Walker syndrome have 
hydrocephalus; 

Whereas Dandy-Walker syndrome accounts 
for approximately 1 to 4 percent of hydro-
cephalus cases; 

Whereas patients with Dandy-Walker syn-
drome present with developmental delay, en-
larged head circumference, or signs and 
symptoms of hydrocephalus; 

Whereas Dandy-Walker syndrome affects 
males and females approximately equally; 

Whereas seizures occur in 15 to 30 percent 
of patients with Dandy-Walker syndrome; 

Whereas subnormal intelligence is mani-
fested in 41 to 71 percent of patients with 
Dandy-Walker syndrome; 

Whereas failure to diagnose Dandy-Walker 
syndrome with hydrocephalus in a Neonate 
or a child can cause serious neurologic com-
plications; 
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Whereas Dandy-Walker syndrome is named 

after former University of New Mexico neu-
rosurgeon and professor Arthur E. Walker 
(1907–1995) and Walter E. Dandy (1883–1941), 
who first described the disorder in 1914; and 

Whereas there are 2 known researchers 
dedicated to Dandy-Walker Syndrome in the 
United States and additional investigators 
are needed: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That— 

(1) Congress commends the Director of the 
National Institutes of Health for working 
with leading scientists and researchers to or-
ganize the first National Institutes of Health 
conference on hydrocephalus in September 
2005 and the Inaugural ‘‘Cerebellar Develop-
ment: Bench to Bedside International Con-
ference’’ in November 2006; and 

(2) it is the sense of Congress that— 
(A) the Director of the National Institutes 

of Health should continue the current col-
laboration, with respect to Dandy-Walker 
syndrome, among the National Human Ge-
nome Research Institute, the National Insti-
tute of Biomedical Imaging and Bio-
engineering, the National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development, the Na-
tional Institute of Neurological Disorders 
and Stroke, and the Office of Rare Diseases; 

(B) further research into the epidemiology, 
diagnosis, pathophysiology, disease burden, 
and improved treatment of Dandy-Walker 
syndrome and hydrocephalus should be con-
ducted and supported; and 

(C) public awareness and professional edu-
cation regarding Dandy-Walker research 
should increase through partnerships be-
tween the Federal Government and patient 
advocacy organizations, such as the Dandy- 
Walker Alliance and the Hydrocephalus As-
sociation. 

S. RES. 648 

Whereas the USS Nautilus (SSN 571), built 
and launched at Electric Boat in Groton, 
Connecticut, on January 21, 1954, was the 
first vessel in the world to be powered by nu-
clear power; 

Whereas the USS Nautilus overcame ex-
treme difficulties of navigation and maneu-
verability while submerged under the polar 
ice, and became the first vessel to cross the 
geographic North Pole on August 3, 1958; 

Whereas the USS Nautilus continued on 
her voyage and became the first vessel to 
successfully navigate a course across the top 
of the world; 

Whereas the USS Nautilus, having claimed 
this historic milestone and returned home to 
Naval Submarine Base New London, contin-
ued to establish a series of naval records in 
her distinguished 25-year career, including 
being the first submarine to journey ‘‘20,000 
leagues under the sea’’; 

Whereas the USS Nautilus completed these 
significant and laudable achievements dur-
ing a critical phase of the Cold War, pro-
viding a source of inspiration for Americans 
and raising the hopes of the Free World; 

Whereas the USS Nautilus was the first 
naval vessel in peacetime to receive the 
Presidential Unit Citation for its meri-
torious efforts in crossing the North Pole; 

Whereas Commander William R. Anderson 
of the United States Navy was awarded the 
Legion of Merit for his role in commanding 
the USS Nautilus during its historic voyage; 

Whereas the USS Nautilus and its con-
tribution to world history was praised by a 
range of American Presidents, including 
President Harry Truman, President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, President Lyndon B. John-
son, President Jimmy Carter, and President 
Bill Clinton; and 

Whereas President Eisenhower described 
the voyage to the North Pole as a ‘‘magnifi-
cent achievement’’ from which ‘‘the entire 
free world would benefit’’: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the historic significance of 

the journey to the North Pole undertaken by 
the USS Nautilus; 

(2) commends the officers and crew of the 
USS Nautilus on the 50th anniversary of 
their magnificent achievement; 

(3) recognizes the importance of the USS 
Nautilus’ journey to the North Pole as not 
only a military and scientific accomplish-
ment, but also in confirming America’s long-
standing interest in this vital region of the 
world; 

(4) commends the role of the USS Nautilus 
and the United States Submarine Force in 
protecting the interests of the free world 
during the Cold War; and 

(5) supports the continuing role of the 
United States Submarine Force in defending 
our Nation in the 21st century. 

S. RES. 502 

Whereas, on March 21, 1983, the United 
States Space Foundation was founded by a 
small group of pioneering individuals in Col-
orado Springs, Colorado; 

Whereas 2008 marks the 25th year of excel-
lence and service of the Space Foundation; 

Whereas the mission of the Space Founda-
tion is to advance space-related endeavors to 
inspire, enable, and propel humanity; 

Whereas the Space Foundation has become 
the leading nonprofit organization advancing 
the exploration, development, and use of 
space and space education for the benefit of 
all humankind; 

Whereas the Space Foundation embraces 
all aspects of space including commercial, 
civil, and national security; 

Whereas the current national security en-
vironment requires extensive use and ad-
vancement of space-based assets; 

Whereas the Space Foundation has con-
tributed to space education programs in all 
50 States and also in Europe and Asia; 

Whereas the Space Foundation is regarded 
internationally as a leading space advocacy 
organization, and is a member of the United 
States Delegation to the United Nations 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space; and 

Whereas the Space Foundation hosts the 
National Space Symposium and Strategic 
Space and Defense, 2 of the top conferences 
for space professionals: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(a) recognizes the contributions made by 

the Space Foundation; and 
(b) commemorates the Space Foundation’s 

25 years of excellence and support to the Na-
tion. 

S. CON. RES. 93 

Whereas sudden cardiac arrest is a leading 
cause of death in the United States; 

Whereas sudden cardiac arrest takes the 
lives of more than 250,000 people in the 
United States each year, according to the 
Heart Rhythm Society; 

Whereas anyone can experience sudden car-
diac arrest, including infants, high school 
athletes, and people in their 30s and 40s who 
have no sign of heart disease; 

Whereas sudden cardiac arrest is extremely 
deadly, with the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute giving the disease a mor-
tality rate of approximately 95 percent; 

Whereas to have a chance of surviving an 
attack, the American Heart Association 
states that victims of sudden cardiac arrest 

must receive a lifesaving defibrillation with-
in the first 4 to 6 minutes of an attack; 

Whereas for every minute that passes with-
out a shock from an automated external 
defibrillator, the chance of survival de-
creases by approximately 10 percent; 

Whereas lifesaving treatments for sudden 
cardiac arrest are effective if administered 
in time; 

Whereas according to joint research by the 
American College of Cardiology and the 
American Heart Association, implantable 
cardioverter defibrillators are 98 percent ef-
fective at protecting people at risk for sud-
den cardiac arrest; 

Whereas according to the American Heart 
Association, cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
and early defibrillation with an automated 
external defibrillator more than double the 
chances that a victim will survive; 

Whereas the Yale-New Haven Hospital and 
the New England Journal of Medicine state 
that women and African-Americans are at a 
higher risk than the general population for 
dying as a result of sudden cardiac arrest, 
yet this fact is not well known to people at 
risk; 

Whereas there is a need for comprehensive 
educational efforts designed to increase 
awareness of sudden cardiac arrest and re-
lated therapies among medical professionals 
and the greater public in order to promote 
early detection and proper treatment of this 
disease and to improve quality of life; and 

Whereas the Heart Rhythm Society and 
the Sudden Cardiac Arrest Coalition are pre-
paring related public awareness and edu-
cation campaigns on sudden cardiac arrest to 
be held each year during the month of Octo-
ber: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Sudden Cardiac Arrest Awareness 
Month’’; 

(2) supports efforts to educate people about 
sudden cardiac arrest and to raise awareness 
about the risk of sudden cardiac arrest, iden-
tifying warning signs, and the need to seek 
medical attention in a timely manner; 

(3) acknowledges the critical importance of 
sudden cardiac arrest awareness to improv-
ing national cardiovascular health; and 

(4) calls upon the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appro-
priate programs and activities. 

H. CON. RES. 296 

Whereas heat stroke is a medical emer-
gency that can be fatal if not properly and 
promptly treated, and 50 percent of those 
with heat stroke die from it; 

Whereas children absorb more heat from a 
hot environment because they have greater 
surface area-to-body mass ratio than adults; 

Whereas the smaller the child, the faster 
he or she can overheat; 

Whereas children and adolescents may 
have a reduced ability to dissipate heat 
through sweating; 

Whereas children and adolescents fre-
quently do not have the physiological drive 
to drink enough fluids to replenish sweat 
losses during prolonged exercise; 

Whereas youth athletes may be more eas-
ily distracted by teammates and spectators 
when given the opportunity to rest and re-
hydrate; 

Whereas a recent study found that 70 per-
cent of afterschool athletes arrive on the 
playing field already dehydrated; 
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Whereas heat-induced illness is one of the 

most preventable sports ailments and par-
ents, young athletes, and coaches need to un-
derstand the physiological factors that in-
crease the risk for heat-related illness and 
take steps to prevent it; 

Whereas 13-year-old Kendrick Fincher 
from Rogers, Arkansas, collapsed during an 
August pre-season football practice, was 
rushed to the hospital, and for the next 18 
days his family waited anxiously for him to 
regain consciousness, tragically never re-
gained consciousness, and died on August 25, 
1995, from multi-system organ failure as a re-
sult of heat stroke; 

Whereas Kendrick’s parents, Rhonda and 
Mike Fincher, founded the Kendrick Fincher 
Memorial Foundation in honor of their son, 
with the aim to raise awareness of the poten-
tially deadly consequences of dehydration 
for student athletes and to provide schools 
with the information and equipment needed 
to ensure other students do not suffer from 
heat stroke; 

Whereas the Kendrick Fincher Memorial 
Foundation has distributed more than 130,000 
water bottles and heat illness prevention 
pamphlets to children and athletes through-
out the United States; 

Whereas the Kendrick Fincher Memorial 
Foundation oversees consultation with 
school district athletic programs to ensure 
they have procedures in place to prevent 
heat illness and dehydration; 

Whereas the Kendrick Fincher Memorial 
Foundation provides heat stroke awareness 
and steps for prevention at local health fairs, 
community events, and the Annual Youth 
Run through ‘‘cool huts’’, misting stations, 
and free ice water; 

Whereas Gatorade Company joined forces 
with the National Football League to lead a 
nationwide ‘‘Beat the Heat’’ campaign aimed 
at educating parents and football coaches 
about the importance of hydration in order 
to keep athletes safe in the hot summer 
months; and 

Whereas Gatorade Company and the Na-
tional Football League held Gatorade Dona-
tion Days at training camps to raise money 
to raise awareness of the Kendrick Fincher 
Memorial Foundation: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That— 

(1) it is the sense of Congress that— 
(A) National Heat Stroke Awareness 

Month provides an opportunity to educate 
the people of the United States about heat 
stroke; 

(B) the Kendrick Fincher Memorial Foun-
dation should be applauded for its efforts in 
promoting awareness about heat stroke; and 

(C) policymakers, parents, coaches, stu-
dent athletes, not-for-profit organizations, 
and other members of the community should 
work to increase awareness and prevention 
of heat stroke; and 

(2) Congress urges national and community 
organizations, businesses in the private sec-
tor, and the media, through National Heat 
Stroke Awareness Month to promote the 
awareness of heat stroke. 

S. RES. 634 

Whereas, on April 26, 1968, after viewing 
the CBS Emmy-award winning documentary 
‘‘Hunger in America,’’ Senator George 
McGovern introduced a resolution to estab-
lish a Senate Select Committee on Nutrition 
and Human Needs; 

Whereas the resolution establishing the 
Select Committee on Nutrition and Human 
Needs was enacted on July 30, 1968; 

Whereas Senator George McGovern served 
as the Chairman of the Select Committee on 

Nutrition and Human Needs from 1968 to 
1977; 

Whereas July 30, 2008, marks the 40th anni-
versary of the enactment of the resolution 
establishing the Select Committee on Nutri-
tion and Human Needs, which later became 
the foundation of the current Subcommittee 
on Nutrition and Food Assistance, Sustain-
able and Organic Agriculture, and General 
Legislation Jurisdiction of the Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry; 

Whereas Senator George McGovern was 
committed to exposing the failure of Federal 
food assistance programs to reach citizens 
lacking in adequate quantities and quality of 
food; 

Whereas Senators George McGovern and 
Robert Dole worked tirelessly in their re-
spective roles on the Select Committee on 
Nutrition and Human Needs to develop a bi-
partisan Federal response to hunger; 

Whereas the Select Committee on Nutri-
tion and Human Needs played a key role in 
educating Congress, the Federal Govern-
ment, and the Nation at large about the 
magnitude of hunger in the United States; 

Whereas the work of the Select Committee 
on Nutrition and Human Needs was vital to 
reforming the Federal food stamp program, 
culminating in the passage of the Food 
Stamp Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), 
which made the program more efficient and 
more accessible to those most in need by fi-
nally eliminating the requirement that 
Americans pay for a portion of their food 
stamps; 

Whereas the work of the Select Committee 
on Nutrition and Human Needs was essential 
to expanding the school lunch program es-
tablished under the National School Lunch 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.) and permanently 
establishing the school breakfast program 
under section 4 of the Child Nutrition Act of 
1966 (42 U.S.C. 1773), the child and adult care 
food program under section 17 of the Na-
tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1766), and 
the summer food service program for chil-
dren under section 13 of that Act (42 U.S.C. 
1761); 

Whereas the work of the Select Committee 
on Nutrition and Human Needs was instru-
mental in the establishment of the special 
supplemental nutrition program for women, 
infants, and children established by section 
17 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 
U.S.C. 1786) (WIC); 

Whereas the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry remains 
committed to continuing the important 
work begun by Senators George McGovern 
and Robert Dole of providing a Federal re-
sponse to hunger; 

Whereas the Senate Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry provided a 
record-level amount of nutrition funding in 
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110–246; 122 Stat. 1651) to re-
form and strengthen Federal nutrition as-
sistance programs; 

Whereas, through the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 
122 Stat. 1651), the Senate Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry made key 
improvements to the food stamp program, 
including— 

(1) increasing the food purchasing ability 
of low-income households by accounting for 
food cost inflation; 

(2) increasing the minimum benefit; 
(3) encouraging retirement and education 

savings; and 
(4) allowing families to account for child 

care costs in calculating food assistance; 

Whereas, through the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–246; 
122 Stat. 1651), the Senate Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry helped to 
strengthen the domestic food assistance safe-
ty net by providing significant funding to in-
crease commodity purchases for local area 
food banks; 

Whereas, in 2008, more than 28,000,000 peo-
ple in the United States participate in the 
food stamp program; 

Whereas, in 2008, more than 17,500,000 low- 
income children receive free or reduced-price 
meals through the national school lunch pro-
gram; 

Whereas despite Federal food assistance 
programs, 35,500,000 people in the United 
States, including 12,600,000 children, con-
tinue to live in households considered to be 
food insecure; 

Whereas children who live in households 
lacking access to sufficient food are more 
likely to be in poorer physical health than 
children from food secure households; and 

Whereas children are particularly vulner-
able to the effects of food insecurity because 
undernutrition can have adverse impacts on 
emotional health, behavior, school perform-
ance, and cognitive development: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes July 30, 2008, as the 40th an-

niversary of the enactment of the resolution 
establishing the Senate Select Committee on 
Nutrition and Human Needs; 

(2) recognizes the substantial contributions 
the Select Committee on Nutrition and 
Human Needs made in ensuring that effec-
tive and efficient Federal food assistance 
programs were accessible to those most in 
need; 

(3) recognizes that hunger continues to be 
an issue plaguing the United States; and 

(4) supports the continued efforts of Fed-
eral, State, and local governments and pri-
vate non-profit organizations to eradicate 
hunger in the United States. 

S. RES. 657 

Whereas celiac disease affects approxi-
mately 1 in every 130 people in the United 
States, for a total of 3,000,000 people; 

Whereas the majority of people with celiac 
disease have yet to be diagnosed; 

Whereas celiac disease is a chronic inflam-
matory disorder that is classified as both an 
autoimmune condition and a genetic condi-
tion; 

Whereas celiac disease causes damage to 
the lining of the small intestine, which re-
sults in overall malnutrition; 

Whereas, when a person with celiac disease 
consumes foods that contain certain protein 
fractions, that person suffers a cell-mediated 
immune response that damages the villi of 
the small intestine, interfering with the ab-
sorption of nutrients in food and the effec-
tiveness of medications; 

Whereas those problematic protein frac-
tions are found in wheat, barley, rye, and 
oats, which are used to produce many foods, 
medications, and vitamins; 

Whereas, because celiac disease is a ge-
netic disease, there is an increased incidence 
of celiac disease in families with a known 
history of celiac disease; 

Whereas celiac disease is underdiagnosed 
because the symptoms can be attributed to 
other conditions and are easily overlooked 
by doctors and patients; 

Whereas, as recently as 2000, the average 
person with celiac disease waited 11 years for 
a correct diagnosis; 

Whereas 1⁄2 of all people with celiac disease 
do not show symptoms of the disease; 
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Whereas celiac disease is diagnosed by 

tests that measure the blood for abnormally 
high levels of the antibodies of 
immunoglobulin A, anti-tissue 
transglutaminase, and IgA anti-endomysium 
antibodies; 

Whereas celiac disease can be treated only 
by implementing a diet free of wheat, barley, 
rye, and oats, often called a ‘‘gluten-free 
diet’’; 

Whereas a delay in the diagnosis of celiac 
disease can result in damage to the small in-
testine, which leads to an increased risk of 
malnutrition, anemia, lymphoma, adenocar-
cinoma, osteoporosis, miscarriage, con-
genital malformation, short stature, and dis-
orders of the skin and other organs; 

Whereas celiac disease is linked to many 
autoimmune disorders, including thyroid 
disease, systemic lupus erythematosus, type 
1 diabetes, liver disease, collagen vascular 
disease, rheumatoid arthritis, and Sjogren’s 
syndrome; 

Whereas the connection between celiac dis-
ease and diet was first established by Dr. 
Samuel Gee, who wrote, ‘‘if the patient can 
be cured at all, it must be by means of diet’’; 

Whereas Dr. Samuel Gee was born on Sep-
tember 13, 1839; and 

Whereas, by designating September 13, 
2008, as National Celiac Disease Awareness 
Day, the Senate can raise awareness of celiac 
disease in the general public and the medical 
community: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 13, 2008, as ‘‘Na-

tional Celiac Disease Awareness Day’’; 
(2) recognizes that all people in the United 

States should become more informed and 
aware of celiac disease; 

(3) calls upon the people of the United 
States to observe the date with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities; and 

(4) respectfully requests the Secretary of 
the Senate to transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Celiac Sprue Association, the 
American Celiac Society, the Celiac Disease 
Foundation, the Gluten Intolerance Group of 
North America, and the Oklahoma Celiac 
Support Group No. 5 of the Celiac Sprue As-
sociation. 

S. RES. 670 

Whereas millions of Americans have bene-
fitted from the courageous service of first re-
sponders across the United States; 

Whereas the police, fire, emergency med-
ical service, and public health personnel 
(commonly known as ‘‘first responders’’) 
work devotedly and selflessly on behalf of 
the people of the United States, regardless of 
the peril or hazard to themselves; 

Whereas in emergency situations, first re-
sponders carry out the critical role of pro-
tecting and ensuring public safety; 

Whereas the men and women who bravely 
serve as first responders have found them-
selves on the front lines of homeland defense 
in the war against terrorism; 

Whereas first responders are called upon in 
the event of a natural disaster, such as the 
tornados in Florida and the blizzard in Colo-
rado in December 2006, the flooding in the 
Northeast in April 2007, the flooding in the 
Midwest in June 2008, and the wildfires in 
the West in July 2008; 

Whereas the critical role of first respond-
ers was witnessed in the aftermath of the 
mass shooting at the Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, when the col-
laborative effort of police officers, fire-
fighters, and emergency medical technicians 
to secure the campus, rescue students from 
danger, treat the injured, and transport vic-

tims to local hospitals undoubtedly saved 
the lives of many students and faculty; 

Whereas 900,000 police officers, 1,100,000 
firefighters, and 891,000 emergency medical 
technicians risk their lives every day to 
make our communities safe; 

Whereas these 900,000 sworn police officers 
from Federal, State, tribal, city, and county 
law enforcement agencies protect lives and 
property, detect and prevent crimes, uphold 
the law, and ensure justice; 

Whereas these 1,100,000 firefighters, both 
volunteer and career, provide fire suppres-
sion, emergency medical services, search and 
rescue, hazardous materials response, re-
sponse to terrorism, and critical fire preven-
tion and safety education; 

Whereas the 891,000 emergency medical 
professionals in the United States respond to 
and treat a variety of life-threatening emer-
gencies, from cardiac and respiratory arrest 
to traumatic injuries; 

Whereas these 2,661,000 ‘‘first responders’’ 
make personal sacrifices to protect our com-
munities, as was witnessed on September 11, 
2001, and in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina, and as is witnessed every day in cit-
ies and towns across the United States; 

Whereas, according to the National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, a total 
of 1,671 law enforcement officers died in the 
line of duty during the past 10 years, an aver-
age of 1 death every 53 hours or 167 per year, 
and 181 law enforcement officers were killed 
in 2007; 

Whereas, according to the United States 
Fire Administration, from 1996 through 2005 
over 1500 firefighters were killed in the line 
of duty, and tens of thousands were injured; 

Whereas 4 in 5 medics are injured on the 
job, more than 1 in 2 (52 percent) have been 
assaulted by a patient and 1 in 2 (50 percent) 
have been exposed to an infectious disease, 
and emergency medical service personnel in 
the United States have an estimated fatality 
rate of 12.7 per 100,000 workers, more than 
twice the national average; 

Whereas most emergency medical service 
personnel deaths in the line of duty occur in 
ambulance accidents; 

Whereas thousands of first responders have 
made the ultimate sacrifice; 

Whereas, in the aftermath of the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001, firefighters, 
law enforcement officers, and emergency 
medical workers in the United States were 
universally recognized for the sacrifices they 
made on that tragic day, and should be hon-
ored each year as these tragic events are re-
membered; 

Whereas there currently exists no national 
day to honor the brave men and women of 
the first responder community, who give so 
much of themselves for the sake of others; 
and 

Whereas these men and women by their pa-
triotic service and their dedicated efforts 
have earned the gratitude of Congress: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 25, 2008, as ‘‘National First Responder 
Appreciation Day’’ to honor and celebrate 
the contributions and sacrifices made by all 
first responders in the United States. 

S. RES. 671 

Whereas the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine was established in 1807, 
making it the first public and the fifth oldest 
medical school in the United States; 

Whereas, in 1823, the University of Mary-
land School of Medicine became the first 
teaching hospital in the Nation with the con-
struction of the Baltimore Infirmary and be-
came the first medical school in the United 

States to institute a residency training pro-
gram; 

Whereas the School of Medicine was the 
founding school of the University of Mary-
land and is an integral part of the 11-campus 
University System of Maryland; 

Whereas, at the Baltimore campus of the 
University of Maryland, the School of Medi-
cine serves as the foundation for a large aca-
demic health center that combines medical 
education, biomedical research, patient care, 
and community service; 

Whereas the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine is dedicated to providing 
excellence in biomedical education, basic 
and clinical research, quality patient care, 
and service to improve the health of the peo-
ple of Maryland and the United States; 

Whereas the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine is committed to the edu-
cation and training of M.D. and Ph.D. stu-
dents in fields including physical therapy, 
rehabilitation science, and medical research 
technology; 

Whereas the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine has played a crucial role 
in helping to meet the health care needs of 
the people of Maryland and continues to re-
cruit and develop faculty to serve as exem-
plary role models for students; and 

Whereas the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine has developed a legacy of 
academic excellence, outstanding patient 
care, and ground-breaking research: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the University of Mary-

land School of Medicine on its 200th anniver-
sary; and 

(2) recognizes the achievements of the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Baltimore, and the 
School of Medicine in providing outstanding 
service to, and in training leaders for, the 
local community, the State of Maryland, and 
the world. 

S. RES. 672 

Whereas negative images, stories, and in-
fluences in the day-to-day lives of Americans 
can detrimentally affect their emotional 
well-being, interactions with others, and 
general demeanor; 

Whereas a group of teenagers participating 
in a leadership forum at Harding University 
in Searcy, Arkansas, identified a lack of en-
couragement as one of the greatest problems 
facing young people today; 

Whereas the youth of our Nation need 
guidance, inspiration, and reassurance to 
counteract this negativity and to develop 
the qualities of character essential for future 
leadership in our country; 

Whereas a National Day of Encouragement 
would serve as a reminder to counterbalance 
and overcome negative influences, and would 
also provide much-needed encouragement 
and support to others; 

Whereas, following the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, thousands of people of the 
United States made sacrifices in order to 
bring help and healing to the victims and 
their families, inspiring and encouraging the 
Nation; and 

Whereas the renewed feelings of unity, 
hope, selflessness, and encouragement that 
began on September 12, 2001, are the same 
feelings that the National Day of Encourage-
ment is meant to recapture and spread: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 12, 2008, as ‘‘Na-

tional Day of Encouragement’’; 
(2) acknowledges the importance of encour-

agement and positive influences in the lives 
of all people; and 
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(3) urges the people of the United States to 

encourage others, whether it be through an 
act of service, a thoughtful letter, or words 
of kindness and inspiration, and to thereby 
boost the morale of all. 

S. RES. 673 
Whereas comprehensive, culturally sen-

sitive health promotion within the work-
place is essential to maintain and improve 
the health of American workers; 

Whereas employees who improve their 
health also reduce their probability of chron-
ic health conditions, lower their out-of-pock-
et medical and pharmaceutical costs, reduce 
pain and suffering, have greater levels of en-
ergy and vitality, and experience increased 
satisfaction with their lives and jobs; 

Whereas health care costs in the United 
States doubled from 1990 to 2001 and are ex-
pected to double again by 2012; 

Whereas employee health benefits are the 
fastest growing labor cost component for em-
ployers, thus posing a serious and growing 
challenge to business in the United States; 

Whereas business leaders are struggling to 
find strategies to help reduce the direct costs 
of employer-provided health care, as well as 
the indirect costs associated with higher 
rates of absenteeism, disability, and injury; 

Whereas an effective strategy to address 
the primary driving force of soaring health 
care costs requires an investment in preven-
tion; 

Whereas some employers who invest in 
health promotion and disease prevention 
have achieved rates of return on investment 
ranging from $3 to $15 for each dollar in-
vested, as well as a 28 percent average reduc-
tion in sick leave absenteeism, an average 26 
percent reduction in health care costs, and a 
30 percent average reduction in workers’ 
compensation and disability management 
claims costs; 

Whereas the Healthy People 2010 national 
objectives for the United States include the 
workplace health–related goal that at least 
3⁄4 of United States employers, regardless of 
size, will voluntarily offer a comprehensive 
employee health promotion program that in-
cludes—(1) health education and program-
ming which focuses on skill development and 
lifestyle behavior change along with infor-
mation dissemination and awareness build-
ing, preferably tailored to employees’ inter-
ests and needs; (2) supportive social and 
physical environments, including an organi-
zation’s expectations regarding healthy be-
haviors, and implementation of policies that 
promote health and reduce risk of disease; (3) 
integration of the worksite wellness pro-
grams into the organization’s structure; (4) 
linkage to related programs like employee 
assistance programs (EAPs) and programs to 
help employees balance work and family; 
and (5) screening programs, ideally linked to 
medical care to ensure follow-up and appro-
priate treatment as necessary; 

Whereas employers should be encouraged 
to invest in the health of employees by im-
plementing comprehensive worksite health 
promotion programs that will help achieve 
our national Healthy People 2010 objectives; 

Whereas business leaders that have made a 
healthy workforce a part of their core busi-
ness strategy should be encouraged to share 
information and resources to educate their 
peers on the issue of employee health man-
agement through initiatives such as the 
Leading by Example CEO-to-CEO Round-
table on Workforce Health and the United 
States Workplace Wellness Alliance; 

Whereas the employers that provide health 
care coverage for more than 177,000,000 Amer-
icans have the potential to exert trans-

formative leadership on this issue by in-
creasing the number, quality, and types of 
health promotion programs and policies at 
worksites across the Nation; 

Whereas, for workplace wellness efforts to 
reach their full potential, chief executive of-
ficers of major corporations, company presi-
dents of small enterprises, and State gov-
ernors should be encouraged to make work-
site health promotion a priority; and 

Whereas Congress supports the National 
Worksite Health Promotion goal as stated in 
Healthy People 2010 and encourages public 
employers to increase their awareness of the 
value of corporate investments in employee 
health management to help our Nation 
achieve this goal: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate calls on private 
and public employers to support workplace 
wellness and implement voluntarily work-
site health promotion programs to help 
maximize employees’ health and well being 
and lower health care costs. 

S. RES. 674 

Whereas older adults value their independ-
ence and a fall can significantly limit their 
ability to remain self-sufficient; 

Whereas falls are the leading cause of 
death from unintentional injuries among 
older adults in the United States; 

Whereas older adults are by far the popu-
lation at greatest risk for falling uninten-
tionally, with more than 1⁄3 of all people 65 
years or older falling each year; 

Whereas older adults who fall once are 2 to 
3 times more likely than adults who have 
not fallen to fall again; 

Whereas, in 2000, the Bureau of the Census 
reported that more than 34,800,000 adults 
older than the age of 65 live in the United 
States, and that number is expected to grow 
to almost 55,000,000 by 2020; 

Whereas 20 to 30 percent of older adults 
who fall suffer moderate to severe injuries, 
such as bruising, hip fractures, and head 
traumas; 

Whereas, in 2005, falls resulted in nearly 
1,800,000 older adults being treated in emer-
gency departments and more than 433,000 
older adults being hospitalized; 

Whereas, in 2005, nearly 16,000 people aged 
65 and older died from injuries related to un-
intentional falls; 

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention report that the mortality 
rate from falls among older adults increased 
45 percent between 2000 and 2004; 

Whereas the total in direct costs associ-
ated with both fatal and non-fatal falls is 
more than $19,000,000,000 annually for hos-
pitalization, emergency department visits, 
and outpatient care; 

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention estimate that if the rate of 
increase in falls is not stemmed, annual di-
rect treatment costs will reach $43,800,000,000 
by 2020, with an annual cost under the Medi-
care program of $32,400,000,000; 

Whereas evidence-based programs show 
promise in reducing falls and facilitating 
cost-effective interventions, such as com-
prehensive clinical assessments, exercise 
programs to improve balance and health, 
management of medications, correction of 
vision, and reduction of home hazards; 

Whereas, on April 23, 2008, the Safety of 
Seniors Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–202) was 
enacted, amending the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 280b et seq.) to create a na-
tional education campaign aimed at older 
adults, their families, and healthcare pro-
viders, and injury prevention programs that 
focus on the reduction and prevention of 
falls among older adults; and 

Whereas the Falls Free Coalition Advocacy 
Work Group, its numerous supporting orga-
nizations and all other supportive organiza-
tions, should be commended for their efforts 
to raise awareness and to promote greater 
understanding, research, and pilot programs 
to prevent falls among older adults: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates September 22, 2008, as ‘‘Na-

tional Falls Prevention Awareness Day’’; 
(2) commends the National Falls Free Coa-

lition and all other supportive organizations 
for their efforts to promote awareness about 
preventing and reducing falls among older 
people in the United States; 

(3) encourages the private sector, the pub-
lic health community, healthcare providers, 
advocacy organizations, and Federal, State, 
and local governments to work together to 
increase education and awareness about the 
prevention of falls; and 

(4) urges national and community organi-
zations, businesses, individuals, and the 
media to use National Falls Prevention 
Awareness Day to promote awareness of this 
important public health problem in an effort 
to reduce the incidence of falls among older 
people in the United States. 

S. RES. 675 

Whereas there are approximately 510,000 
children in the foster care system in the 
United States, approximately 129,000 of 
whom are waiting for families to adopt 
them; 

Whereas 61 percent of the children in foster 
care are age 10 or younger; 

Whereas the average length of time a child 
spends in foster care is over 3 years; 

Whereas, for many foster children, the 
wait for a loving family in which they are 
nurtured, comforted, and protected seems 
endless; 

Whereas the number of youth who ‘‘age 
out’’ of foster care by reaching adulthood 
without being placed in a permanent home 
has continued to increase since 1998, and 
more than 26,000 foster youth age out every 
year; 

Whereas every day loving and nurturing 
families are strengthened and expanded when 
committed and dedicated individuals make 
an important difference in the life of a child 
through adoption; 

Whereas a 2007 survey conducted by the 
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption dem-
onstrated that though ‘‘Americans over-
whelmingly support the concept of adoption, 
and in particular foster care adoption . . . 
foster care adoptions have not increased sig-
nificantly over the past five years’’; 

Whereas, while 4 in 10 Americans have con-
sidered adoption, a majority of Americans 
have misperceptions about the process of 
adopting children from foster care and the 
children who are eligible for adoption; 

Whereas 71 percent of those who have con-
sidered adoption consider adopting children 
from foster care above other forms of adop-
tion; 

Whereas 45 percent of Americans believe 
that children enter the foster care system 
because of juvenile delinquency, when in re-
ality the vast majority of children who have 
entered the foster care system were victims 
of neglect, abandonment, or abuse; 

Whereas 46 percent of Americans believe 
that foster care adoption is expensive, when 
in reality there is no substantial cost for 
adopting from foster care and financial sup-
port is available to adoptive parents after 
the adoption is finalized; 
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Whereas both National Adoption Day and 

National Adoption Month occur in Novem-
ber; 

Whereas National Adoption Day is a collec-
tive national effort to find permanent, loving 
families for children in the foster care sys-
tem; 

Whereas, since the first National Adoption 
Day in 2000, more than 20,000 children have 
joined forever families during National 
Adoption Day; 

Whereas, in 2007, adoptions were finalized 
for over 4,200 children through more than 260 
National Adoption Day events in all 50 
States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico; and 

Whereas the President traditionally issues 
an annual proclamation to declare November 
as National Adoption Month, and National 
Adoption Day is on November 15, 2008: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Adoption Day and National Adoption 
Month; 

(2) recognizes that every child should have 
a permanent and loving family; and 

(3) encourages the citizens of the United 
States to consider adoption during the 
month of November and all throughout the 
year. 

S. RES. 676 

Whereas the Red Ribbon Campaign was es-
tablished to commemorate the service of 
Enrique ‘‘Kiki’’ Camarena, an 11-year special 
agent of the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion who was murdered in the line of duty in 
1985 while engaged in the battle against il-
licit drugs; 

Whereas the Red Ribbon Campaign has 
been sponsored by the National Family Part-
nership and nationally recognized since 1988 
to preserve Special Agent Camarena’s mem-
ory and further the cause for which he gave 
his life, and is now the oldest and largest 
drug prevention program in the Nation, 
reaching millions of young people each year 
during Red Ribbon Week; 

Whereas the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration, committed throughout its 35 years 
to aggressively targeting organizations in-
volved in the growing, manufacturing, and 
distribution of controlled substances, has 
been a steadfast partner in commemorating 
Red Ribbon Week; 

Whereas the Governors and Attorneys Gen-
eral of the States, the National Family Part-
nership, Parent Teacher Associations, Boys 
and Girls Clubs of America, the Drug En-
forcement Administration, and more than 
100 other organizations throughout the 
United States annually celebrate Red Ribbon 
Week during the period of October 23 
through October 31; 

Whereas the objective of Red Ribbon Week 
is to promote the creation of drug-free com-
munities through drug prevention efforts, 
education, parental involvement, and com-
munity-wide support; 

Whereas drug abuse is one of the major 
challenges that the Nation faces in securing 
a safe and healthy future for families in the 
United States; 

Whereas drug abuse and alcohol abuse con-
tribute to domestic violence and sexual as-
sault and place the lives of children at risk; 

Whereas, although public awareness of il-
licit drug use is increasing, emerging drug 
threats and growing epidemics demand at-
tention, including the abuse of 
methamphetamines, inhalants, and prescrip-
tion medications, the second most abused 
drug by young people in the United States; 

Whereas, between 1996 and 2006, the per-
centages of admissions to substance abuse 
treatment programs as a result of the abuse 
of methamphetamines, prescription medica-
tions, and marijuana each significantly rose; 

Whereas drug dealers specifically target 
children by marketing illicit drugs that 
mimic the appearance and names of well 
known brand-name candies and foods; and 

Whereas parents, youths, schools, busi-
nesses, law enforcement agencies, religious 
institutions, service organizations, senior 
citizens, medical and military personnel, 
sports teams, and individuals throughout the 
United States will demonstrate their com-
mitment to healthy, productive, and drug- 
free lifestyles by wearing and displaying red 
ribbons during this week-long celebration: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Red 

Ribbon Week; 
(2) encourages children and teens to choose 

to live drug-free lives; and 
(3) encourages the people of the United 

States to promote the creation of drug-free 
communities and to participate in drug pre-
vention activities to show support for 
healthy, productive, and drug-free lifestyles. 

f 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE DAY 
ACT OF 2008 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 926, H.J. Res. 62; that the 
committee amendment be agreed to, 
the resolution be read the third time, 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the 
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 62) to honor 
the achievements and contributions of 
Native Americans to the United States, 
and for other purposes, which had been 
reported from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, with an amendment to strike 
all after the enacting clause and insert 
in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Native Amer-
ican Heritage Day Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that— 
(1) Native Americans are the descendants of 

the aboriginal, indigenous, native people who 
were the original inhabitants of the United 
States; 

(2) Native Americans have volunteered to 
serve in the United States Armed Forces and 
have served with valor in all of the Nation’s 
military actions from the Revolutionary War 
through the present day, and in most of those 
actions, more Native Americans per capita 
served in the Armed Forces than any other 
group of Americans; 

(3) Native Americans have made distinct and 
significant contributions to the United States 
and the rest of the world in many fields, includ-
ing agriculture, medicine, music, language, and 
art, and Native Americans have distinguished 
themselves as inventors, entrepreneurs, spiritual 
leaders, and scholars; 

(4) Native Americans should be recognized for 
their contributions to the United States as local 
and national leaders, artists, athletes, and 
scholars; 

(5) nationwide recognition of the contribu-
tions that Native Americans have made to the 

fabric of American society will afford an oppor-
tunity for all Americans to demonstrate their re-
spect and admiration of Native Americans for 
their important contributions to the political, 
cultural, and economic life of the United States; 

(6) nationwide recognition of the contribu-
tions that Native Americans have made to the 
Nation will encourage self-esteem, pride, and 
self-awareness in Native Americans of all ages; 

(7) designation of the Friday following 
Thanksgiving of each year as Native American 
Heritage Day will underscore the government- 
to-government relationship between the United 
States and Native American governments; and 

(8) designation of Native American Heritage 
Day will encourage public elementary and sec-
ondary schools in the United States to enhance 
understanding of Native Americans by providing 
curricula and classroom instruction focusing on 
the achievements and contributions of Native 
Americans to the Nation. 
SEC. 3. IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIVE AMERICAN 

HERITAGE DAY. 
Congress— 
(1) designates Friday, November 28, 2008, as 

‘‘Native American Heritage Day’’; and 
(2) encourages the people of the United States, 

as well as Federal, State, and local govern-
ments, and interested groups and organizations 
to observe Native American Heritage Day with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties, including activities relating to— 

(A) the historical status of Native American 
tribal governments as well as the present day 
status of Native Americans; 

(B) the cultures, traditions, and languages of 
Native Americans; and 

(C) the rich Native American cultural legacy 
that all Americans enjoy today. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the joint resolution to 
be read a third time. 

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 62) 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
today to applaud the passage of the 
resolution congratulating the Univer-
sity of Maryland School of Medicine on 
its 200th anniversary. I am proud to in-
troduce this resolution that recognizes 
the outstanding contributions the Uni-
versity of Maryland School of Medicine 
has made in the last 200 years to the 
medical community, Maryland commu-
nity, and entire world. 

The University of Maryland School of 
Medicine is the first public medical 
school in the country and is the fifth 
oldest medical school. Since 1789, it has 
been a leader in medical education— 
the first medical school in the country 
to build a teaching hospital for clinical 
instruction, the first to establish a 
medical library, and the first school to 
offer courses in preventive medicine. 

Today, the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine is home to 25 aca-
demic departments, 7 research centers, 
and treats over 1 million patients a 
year. I commend the contributions the 
school has made over the past 200 
years. I know the University of Mary-
land School of Medicine will continue 
to blaze trails in the future as a leader 
in medical research, patient care, edu-
cation, and community service. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
rise today in support of a resolution 
that commemorates the Annual Red 
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