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As the Vision Preservation Act of 2008 is 

considered, be assured that we will continue 
to work with you and your colleagues in 
Congress to place maximum emphasis on 
early identification of those individuals at 
risk for vision loss and need access to qual-
ity care. 

If we can be of any assistance on this legis-
lation, or any other vision related questions, 
please contact Alicia Kerry Jones. 

Sincerely, 
MICHELE HARANIN, O.D., 

Chair, AOA Federal Relations Committee. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 669—RECOG-
NIZING THE EFFORTS AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF OUTSTANDING 
HISPANIC SCIENTISTS IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. MARTINEZ (for himself, Mr. 
NELSON of Florida, and Mr. SALAZAR) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation: 

S. RES. 669 

Whereas the purpose of the National His-
panic Scientist of the Year Award is to rec-
ognize outstanding Hispanic scientists in the 
United States who promote a greater public 
understanding of science and motivate His-
panic youth to develop an interest in 
science; 

Whereas the 8th annual National Hispanic 
Scientist of the Year Gala will be held at the 
Museum of Science and Industry in Tampa, 
Florida, on Saturday, October 11, 2008; 

Whereas proceeds from the National His-
panic Scientist of the Year Gala support 
scholarships for Hispanic boys and girls to 
participate in the Youth Enriched by Science 
Program of the Museum of Science and In-
dustry, known as the ‘‘YES! Team’’; 

Whereas a need to acknowledge the work 
and effort of outstanding Hispanic scientists 
in the United States has led to the selection 
of Dr. Lydia Villa-Komaroff as the honoree 
of the 8th annual National Hispanic Sci-
entist of the Year Award; 

Whereas Dr. Villa-Komaroff is an inter-
nationally recognized molecular biologist 
who is deeply committed to the recruitment 
and retention of minorities in science; 

Whereas Dr. Villa-Komaroff currently 
serves as Chief Executive Officer of 
Cytonome, Inc., a company building the first 
optical cell sorter capable of supporting 
rapid, sterile sorting of human cells for 
therapeutic use; and 

Whereas Dr. Villa-Komaroff was a key 
member of the research team that first dem-
onstrated that bacterial cells produce insu-
lin and her varied and active professional life 
includes research positions at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, Harvard Uni-
versity, and the University of Massachusetts 
Medical Center: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes efforts to educate, support, 

and provide hope for the Hispanic commu-
nity, including efforts— 

(A) to honor outstanding Hispanic sci-
entists in the United States at the annual 
National Hispanic Scientist of the Year 
Gala; and 

(B) to motivate Hispanic youth to study 
science through ‘‘Meet the Hispanic Sci-
entist Day’’, an opportunity for Hispanic 

youth to meet the honoree of the National 
Hispanic Scientist of the Year Award; and 

(2) congratulates the 2008 National His-
panic Scientist of the Year designated by the 
Museum of Science and Industry, for ongoing 
dedication to improving the quality of, and 
access to, science and engineering research 
and education. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 670—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 25, 2008, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL FIRST RESPONDER 
APPRECIATION DAY’’ 

Mr. ALLARD (for himself, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. AKAKA, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
COLEMAN, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DOMENICI, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. Enzi, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
LEVIN, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Ms. MIKULSKI, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. 
VOINOVICH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICK-
ER, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. BARRASSO, and 
Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 670 

Whereas millions of Americans have bene-
fitted from the courageous service of first re-
sponders across the United States; 

Whereas the police, fire, emergency med-
ical service, and public health personnel 
(commonly known as ‘‘first responders’’) 
work devotedly and selflessly on behalf of 
the people of the United States, regardless of 
the peril or hazard to themselves; 

Whereas in emergency situations, first re-
sponders carry out the critical role of pro-
tecting and ensuring public safety; 

Whereas the men and women who bravely 
serve as first responders have found them-
selves on the front lines of homeland defense 
in the war against terrorism; 

Whereas first responders are called upon in 
the event of a natural disaster, such as the 
tornados in Florida and the blizzard in Colo-
rado in December 2006, the flooding in the 
Northeast in April 2007, the flooding in the 
Midwest in June 2008, and the wildfires in 
the West in July 2008; 

Whereas the critical role of first respond-
ers was witnessed in the aftermath of the 
mass shooting at the Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University, when the col-
laborative effort of police officers, fire-
fighters, and emergency medical technicians 
to secure the campus, rescue students from 
danger, treat the injured, and transport vic-
tims to local hospitals undoubtedly saved 
the lives of many students and faculty; 

Whereas 900,000 police officers, 1,100,000 
firefighters, and 891,000 emergency medical 
technicians risk their lives every day to 
make our communities safe; 

Whereas these 900,000 sworn police officers 
from Federal, State, tribal, city, and county 
law enforcement agencies protect lives and 
property, detect and prevent crimes, uphold 
the law, and ensure justice; 

Whereas these 1,100,000 firefighters, both 
volunteer and career, provide fire suppres-
sion, emergency medical services, search and 
rescue, hazardous materials response, re-
sponse to terrorism, and critical fire preven-
tion and safety education; 

Whereas the 891,000 emergency medical 
professionals in the United States respond to 

and treat a variety of life-threatening emer-
gencies, from cardiac and respiratory arrest 
to traumatic injuries; 

Whereas these 2,661,000 ‘‘first responders’’ 
make personal sacrifices to protect our com-
munities, as was witnessed on September 11, 
2001, and in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina, and as is witnessed every day in cit-
ies and towns across the United States; 

Whereas, according to the National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund, a total 
of 1,671 law enforcement officers died in the 
line of duty during the past 10 years, an aver-
age of 1 death every 53 hours or 167 per year, 
and 181 law enforcement officers were killed 
in 2007; 

Whereas, according to the United States 
Fire Administration, from 1996 through 2005 
over 1500 firefighters were killed in the line 
of duty, and tens of thousands were injured; 

Whereas 4 in 5 medics are injured on the 
job, more than 1 in 2 (52 percent) have been 
assaulted by a patient and 1 in 2 (50 percent) 
have been exposed to an infectious disease, 
and emergency medical service personnel in 
the United States have an estimated fatality 
rate of 12.7 per 100,000 workers, more than 
twice the national average; 

Whereas most emergency medical service 
personnel deaths in the line of duty occur in 
ambulance accidents; 

Whereas thousands of first responders have 
made the ultimate sacrifice; 

Whereas, in the aftermath of the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001, firefighters, 
law enforcement officers, and emergency 
medical workers in the United States were 
universally recognized for the sacrifices they 
made on that tragic day, and should be hon-
ored each year as these tragic events are re-
membered; 

Whereas there currently exists no national 
day to honor the brave men and women of 
the first responder community, who give so 
much of themselves for the sake of others; 
and 

Whereas these men and women by their pa-
triotic service and their dedicated efforts 
have earned the gratitude of Congress: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 25, 2008, as ‘‘National First Responder 
Appreciation Day’’ to honor and celebrate 
the contributions and sacrifices made by all 
first responders in the United States. 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise to 
submit a resolution today that will 
designate September 25 as National 
First Responder Appreciation Day. 
Last year I introduced this resolution 
with my good friend and colleague Sen-
ator ROBERT CASEY and I am pleased 
Senator CASEY has joined me again in 
honoring our first responders. I am also 
pleased to be joined by Senators 
AKAKA, BENNETT, BROWN, CHAMBLISS, 
CLINTON, COLEMAN, CRAPO, DOMENICI, 
DURBIN, ENZI, HUTCHISON, INHOFE, KEN-
NEDY, LANDRIEU, LEAHY, LIEBERMAN, 
MIKULSKI, MURRAY, PRYOR, ROCKE-
FELLER, SANDERS, STABENOW, STEVENS, 
VOINOVICH, WHITEHOUSE and WICKER in 
this important recognition of our men 
and women who keep us safe. 

The contributions that our Nation’s 
1.1 million firefighters, 900,000 police 
officers, and 890,000 emergency medical 
professionals make in our communities 
are familiar to us all. Their heroics can 
be seen every night on our TV screens, 
read about in our papers, and heralded 
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