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the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
DEFAZIO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6524. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING DR. GUION S. ‘‘GUY’’ 
BLUFORD, JR., AND THE 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF HIS HISTORIC 
FLIGHT AS THE FIRST AFRICAN- 
AMERICAN IN SPACE 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 
1466) honoring Dr. Guion S. ‘‘Guy’’ 
Bluford, Jr., and the 25th anniversary 
of his historic flight as the first Afri-
can-American in space. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1466 

Whereas Dr. Guion S. ‘‘Guy’’ Bluford, Jr., 
born in West Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
was trained as an aerospace engineer and an 
Air Force pilot, conducted several combat 
missions, logged over 5,000 hours on numer-
ous aircraft, conducted scientific research on 
computational fluid dynamics, and became a 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (NASA) astronaut in 1979; 

Whereas in the early morning hours of Au-
gust 30, 1983, Dr. Bluford became the first Af-
rican-American to enter outer space as a 
crew member of the STS–8 space shuttle mis-
sion; 

Whereas Dr. Bluford’s pioneering STS–8 
flight was the first mission to both launch 
and land at night; 

Whereas this mission successfully deployed 
a satellite, tested operations of the shuttle’s 
robotic arm, and released Getaway Special 
canisters to support science experiments; 

Whereas on October 30, 1985, Dr. Bluford 
launched with the crew of STS 61–A, the first 
shuttle crew to include 8 members, to con-
duct the United States-German cooperative 
D–1 Spacelab mission that was dedicated to 
advancing our understanding of the human 
vestibular and orientation systems and to 
conducting microgravity research in mate-
rials science, life sciences, and communica-
tion and navigation; 

Whereas Dr. Bluford went on to success-
fully complete 2 additional shuttle missions 
with the space shuttle Discovery’s launch of 
the STS–39 on April 28, 1991, and the STS–53 
on December 2, 1992; 

Whereas among his other technical assign-
ments, Dr. Bluford worked on space shuttle 
systems, the shuttle robotic arm, payload 
safety and flight software verification in the 
Shuttle Avionics Integration Laboratory and 
the Flight Systems Laboratory, and on 
Spacelab systems and experiments; 

Whereas in remarking on his pioneering 
role as the first African-American in space, 
Dr. Bluford recounted, ‘‘I wanted to set the 
standard, do the best job possible so that 
other people would be comfortable with Afri-
can-Americans in space and African-Ameri-
cans would be proud of being participants in 
the space program . . . and encourage others 
to do the same.’’; and 

Whereas in 1993, Dr. Bluford left NASA and 
retired as a Colonel in the Air Force to con-
tinue his distinguished service to the United 
States space program through leadership po-
sitions in private industry and space-related 
organizations: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) salutes the 25th anniversary of the pio-
neering accomplishments of Dr. Guion 
‘‘Guy’’ S. Bluford, Jr. as the first African- 
American in space; and 

(2) extends its gratitude and deep apprecia-
tion for Dr. Bluford’s dedication, commit-
ment, and excellence as an astronaut and a 
leader in support of the Nation’s space pro-
gram. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Maryland (Ms. EDWARDS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HALL) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Maryland. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 1466, the resolution now 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 

b 1545 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise in strong support of House Res-
olution 1466, honoring Dr. Guion S. 
‘‘Guy’’ Bluford, Jr. on the 25th anniver-
sary of his historic flight as the first 
African American in space. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the House Committee on Science and 
Technology and also the 50th anniver-
sary of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, NASA. 

The past five decades of our space 
program have brought remarkable 
achievements in human space flight 
and in human exploration, in space and 
Earth science and in aeronautics. Mr. 
Speaker, these achievements would not 
have been possible without the con-
tributions of many individuals who 
have served NASA and our space pro-
gram. Some of those individuals also 
broke barriers along the way and have 
provided inspiration to all of those who 
have followed them. 

Earlier this year, we honored the 25th 
anniversary of Dr. Sally K. Ride’s 
flight as the first woman in space. 
Today, we celebrate the 25th anniver-
sary of Dr. Guion S. Bluford, Jr. as the 
first African American in space. 

Dr. Bluford’s path to his pioneering 
flight exemplifies the ‘‘right stuff’’ so 
characteristic of NASA’s astronauts. 
He graduated from Penn State Univer-
sity with a degree in aerospace engi-
neering. As a distinguished Air Force 
ROTC graduate, he went on to com-

plete pilot training and combat crew 
training, flew combat missions, and re-
turned to serve with the 3630th Flying 
Training Wing at Sheppard Air Force 
Base in Texas. 

Dr. Bluford went on to earn master’s 
and doctoral degrees in aerospace engi-
neering from the Air Force Institute of 
Technology, and he held several posi-
tions in the Air Force Flight Dynamics 
Laboratory at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base in Ohio. 

In 1979, Dr. Bluford became a NASA 
astronaut. On August 30, 1983, he made 
history when he lifted off with the 
space shuttle crew of STS–8 as the first 
African American in space. During the 
mission, the crew successfully deployed 
a satellite, conducted operations with 
the shuttle’s robotic arm and collected 
measurements to improve our under-
standing of how space affects bio-
physiological systems. 

On October 30, 1985, Dr. Bluford flew 
with the crew of STS–61–A, a German 
D–1 spacelab mission that included 
over 70 scientific experiments in mate-
rials processing, in life sciences, in 
fluid physics, and in navigation. 

I would add, Mr. Speaker, that, in-
deed, that was my mission at spacelab 
while I was at Goddard Space Flight 
Center. 

His third and fourth flights on shut-
tle STS–39 in 1991 and on shuttle STS– 
53 in 1992 involved deploying payloads 
and in conducting numerous experi-
ments. During his astronaut service, 
Dr. Bluford logged over 688 hours in 
space. In 1993, Dr. Bluford left NASA 
and retired from the Air Force to ac-
cept a position in private industry. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Guion Bluford’s 
leadership as an aviator, as an astro-
naut and as a private sector official is 
an inspiration for all Americans. I urge 
my colleagues in Congress to join me 
in saluting Dr. Guion S. ‘‘Guy’’ 
Bluford, Jr. on the 25th anniversary of 
his historic flight as the first African 
American in space and to honor his dis-
tinguished service to the Nation and to 
the space program. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 

objection, the gentleman from Arkan-
sas is recognized. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of House Reso-

lution 1466, which honors the life and 
accomplishments of an amazing man, 
astronaut Dr. Guy Bluford, Jr. 

Guy Bluford was born in West Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania on November 22, 
1942, and he is perhaps best known as 
the first African American in space. He 
was selected for NASA’s astronaut pro-
gram in August 1979, and he became a 
mission specialist on the eighth space 
shuttle mission, which launched from 
the Kennedy Space Center, Florida on 
August 30, 1983. This was the third 
flight of the space shuttle Challenger 
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and the first mission with a night 
launch and with a night landing. 

Dr. Bluford is a veteran of four space 
flights. After STS–8, Dr. Bluford went 
on to serve as mission specialist on 
STS–61–A, on STS–39 and on STS–53, 
and he logged over 688 hours in space. 

These early missions paved the way 
for the scientific research and inter-
national cooperation that today are 
vital aspects of the International Space 
Station. 

Prior to his service with NASA, Guy 
Bluford received a bachelor of science 
degree in aerospace engineering from 
Pennsylvania State University in 1964, 
a master’s of science degree with dis-
tinction in aerospace engineering from 
the Air Force Institute of Technology 
in 1974, a doctor of philosophy in aero-
space engineering with a minor in laser 
physics from the Air Force Institute of 
Technology in 1978, and a master’s of 
business administration from the Uni-
versity of Houston, Clear Lake, in 1987. 

What is, perhaps, less well-known 
about Guy Bluford is the service he has 
given to the Nation since leaving the 
astronaut corps. After leaving NASA in 
July 1993, he retired from the Air Force 
and held several executive-level posi-
tions in America’s aerospace industry. 
Dr. Bluford also served the Nation in 
other capacities, including as a mem-
ber of the Columbia Accident Inves-
tigation Board. He has been a member 
of the National Research Council Aero-
nautics and Space Engineering Board. 
He has served on the board of trustees 
of the Aerospace Corporation and on 
the board of advisors for the Coalition 
for Space Exploration. 

I am proud to support this resolution 
honoring such a prominent American 
citizen, executive and astronaut. Mr. 
Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port House Resolution 1466. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. I re-

serve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BOOZMAN. If the gentlelady has 

no other speakers, I will go ahead and 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Maryland (Ms. 
EDWARDS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1466. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

UNITED STATES FIRE ADMINIS-
TRATION REAUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 2008 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 

and pass the Senate bill (S. 2606) to re-
authorize the United States Fire Ad-
ministration, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows: 

S. 2606 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States Fire Administration Reauthorization 
Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) The number of lives lost each year be-

cause of fire has dropped significantly over 
the last 25 years in the United States. How-
ever, the United States still has one of the 
highest fire death rates in the industrialized 
world. In 2006, the National Fire Protection 
Association reported 3,245 civilian fire 
deaths, 16,400 civilian fire injuries, and 
$11,307,000,000 in direct losses due to fire. 

(2) Every year, more than 100 firefighters 
die in the line of duty. The United States 
Fire Administration should continue its 
leadership to help local fire agencies dra-
matically reduce these fatalities. 

(3) The Federal Government should con-
tinue to work with State and local govern-
ments and the fire service community to fur-
ther the promotion of national voluntary 
consensus standards that increase firefighter 
safety. 

(4) The United States Fire Administration 
provides crucial support to the 30,300 fire de-
partments of the United States through 
training, emergency incident data collec-
tion, fire awareness and education, and sup-
port of research and development activities 
for fire prevention, control, and suppression 
technologies. 

(5) The collection of data on fire and other 
emergency incidents is a vital tool both for 
policy makers and emergency responders to 
identify and develop responses to emerging 
hazards. Improving the data collection capa-
bilities of the United States Fire Adminis-
tration is essential for accurately tracking 
and responding to the magnitude and nature 
of the fire problems of the United States. 

(6) The research and development per-
formed by the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology, the United States Fire 
Administration, other government agencies, 
and nongovernmental organizations on fire 
technologies, techniques, and tools advance 
the capabilities of the fire service of the 
United States to suppress and prevent fires. 

(7) Because of the essential role of the 
United States Fire Administration and the 
fire service community in preparing for and 
responding to national and man-made disas-
ters, the United States Fire Administration 
should have a prominent place within the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency and 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

FOR UNITED STATES FIRE ADMINIS-
TRATION. 

Section 17(g)(1) of the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 
2216(g)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
after the semicolon; 

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon; 
and 

(3) by adding after subparagraph (D) the 
following: 

‘‘(E) $70,000,000 for fiscal year 2009, of which 
$2,520,000 shall be used to carry out section 
8(f); 

‘‘(F) $72,100,000 for fiscal year 2010, of which 
$2,595,600 shall be used to carry out section 
8(f); 

‘‘(G) $74,263,000 for fiscal year 2011, of which 
$2,673,468 shall be used to carry out section 
8(f); and 

‘‘(H) $76,490,890 for fiscal year 2012, of which 
$2,753,672 shall be used to carry out section 
8(f).’’. 
SEC. 4. NATIONAL FIRE ACADEMY TRAINING PRO-

GRAM MODIFICATIONS AND RE-
PORTS. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO FIRE ACADEMY TRAIN-
ING.—Section 7(d)(1) of the Federal Fire Pre-
vention and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 
2206(d)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by amending subparagraph (H) to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(H) tactics and strategies for dealing with 
natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and 
other man-made disasters;’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (K), by striking ‘‘for-
est’’ and inserting ‘‘wildland’’; 

(3) in subparagraph (M), by striking ‘‘re-
sponse’’; 

(4) by redesignating subparagraphs (I) 
through (N) as subparagraphs (M) through 
(R), respectively; and 

(5) by inserting after subparagraph (H) the 
following: 

‘‘(I) tactics and strategies for fighting 
large-scale fires or multiple fires in a general 
area that cross jurisdictional boundaries; 

‘‘(J) tactics and strategies for fighting fires 
occurring at the wildland-urban interface; 

‘‘(K) tactics and strategies for fighting 
fires involving hazardous materials; 

‘‘(L) advanced emergency medical services 
training;’’. 

(b) ON-SITE TRAINING.—Section 7 of such 
Act (15 U.S.C. 2206) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(6), by inserting ‘‘, in-
cluding on-site training’’ after ‘‘United 
States’’’; 

(2) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘4 per-
cent’’ and inserting ‘‘7.5 percent’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(m) ON-SITE TRAINING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Administrator may enter 
into a contract with nationally recognized 
organizations that have established on-site 
training programs that comply with national 
voluntary consensus standards for fire serv-
ice personnel to facilitate the delivery of the 
education and training programs outlined in 
subsection (d)(1) directly to fire service per-
sonnel. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 

not enter into a contract with an organiza-
tion described in paragraph (1) unless such 
organization provides training that— 

‘‘(i) leads to certification by a program 
that is accredited by a nationally recognized 
accreditation organization; or 

‘‘(ii) the Administrator determines is of 
equivalent quality to a fire service training 
program described by clause (i). 

‘‘(B) APPROVAL OF UNACCREDITED FIRE 
SERVICE TRAINING PROGRAMS.—The Adminis-
trator may consider the fact that an organi-
zation has provided a satisfactory fire serv-
ice training program pursuant to a coopera-
tive agreement with a Federal agency as evi-
dence that such program is of equivalent 
quality to a fire service training program de-
scribed by subparagraph (A)(i). 

‘‘(3) RESTRICTION ON USE OF FUNDS.—The 
amounts expended by the Administrator to 
carry out this subsection in any fiscal year 
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