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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
HONORING BRENDON THIRY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 22, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Brendon Thiry of Lee’s 
Summit, Missouri. Brendon is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1255, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brendon has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Brendon has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Brendon Thiry for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. NANCY WILSON 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 22, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of Dr. Nancy Wilson, the 
director of the Buena Vista Marshalltown Cen-
ter in Marshalltown, Iowa and to express my 
appreciation for her dedication and commit-
ment to young adults in Iowa. 

For the past 25 years, Dr. Wilson has con-
tributed her time and talents to enriching the 
lives of her students and guiding the direction 
of the Marshalltown Center. When Dr. Wilson 
began, the center only had 10 students but 
has grown to over 200 students today. 

Dr. Wilson’s leadership in continuing edu-
cation in the community of Marshalltown will 
be missed, but she leaves behind lasting con-
tributions that will continue to help students 
advance their education and receive a college 
degree. I consider it an honor to represent Dr. 
Nancy Wilson in the United States Congress, 
and I wish her a long, happy and healthy re-
tirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JASON THORSON 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 22, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the efforts of a Mason City, Iowa 

resident, Jason Thorson, in rescuing a young 
woman from Willow Creek. 

On August 5, just after 9:30 p.m., Jason 
Thorson and a group of friends were walking 
to a convenience store when they noticed a 
young woman standing on the bridge, just 
staring at the water. When he came out of the 
store, it was apparent that the woman jumped 
off the bridge. Thorson ran to the north side of 
the bridge, through some weeds and into the 
water. The young woman was not breathing 
and he held her head out of the water until the 
Mason City Police Department and the Fire 
Department ambulance arrived. Although 
Thorson had never met the woman, he said, 
‘‘I just wanted to help her out. It was like a 
godsend that I was here and able to help.’’ 

The diligent effort of this young man is a 
testament to the bravery and compassion of 
Iowans; willing to do whatever is necessary for 
a neighbor in need. I commend Jason 
Thorson for his heroism and cooperation. I am 
honored to represent him in the United States 
Congress, and I wish him health and happi-
ness in the future. 

f 

HONORING RYAN DONALDSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 22, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Ryan Donaldson of Lib-
erty, Missouri. Ryan is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1376, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Ryan Donaldson for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY, AND 
CORRUPTION IN KAZAKHSTAN 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 22, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to voice my concern 
over the current situation in Kazakhstan in 
spite of the Kazakhstan government’s pledge 

to reform in areas of human rights, democracy 
and corruption. Kazakhstan was selected to 
hold the Chairmanship of the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
in 2010, and thus it is required to uphold the 
standards of this organization in the fields stat-
ed above. So far, Kazakhstan has failed to do 
so. 

Kazakhstan’s government ratified the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) in 2006; it signed the Optional Pro-
tocol to ICCPR and the Optional Protocol to 
the U.N. Convention Against Torture (CAT) in 
2007, and it has introduced some reform to 
the criminal justice system. In this, Kazakhstan 
should be applauded. However, the govern-
ment has made almost no concrete progress 
toward implementing these pledges. As 
Human Rights Watch argued, ‘‘Kazakhstan is 
not a country with frequent or dramatic gov-
ernment crackdown on freedoms and human 
rights. One finds rather an atmosphere of 
quiet, subtle repression.’’ 

This ‘‘subtle repression’’ can be seen by the 
government’s failure to heed the concerns of 
local human rights groups that have been ad-
vocating for reforms such as the review of leg-
islation on freedom of assembly, improve-
ments in the prison system, abolition of the 
death penalty, reform of the judicial system 
and legislation to guarantee an independent 
judiciary, and ensuring accountability for tor-
ture. While Kazakhstan’s government is about 
to chair OSCE, it has resisted implementing 
meaningful reforms in these areas. As Dr. An-
drea Berg, a Central Asia Researcher, testified 
to Human Rights Watch: ‘‘The government [of 
Kazakhstan] has certainly created a difficult 
environment for the exercise and promotion of 
human rights that is out of line with the OSCE 
standards and far less than what one would 
expect of the leadership of an organization 
grounded in human right principles.’’ 

Kazakhstan’s president, Nursultan 
Nazarbayev, has been in power since 1989. 
He has never been elected in a vote judged 
free and fair by the OSCE. Ironically, last year 
the OSCE described a Kazakh parliamentary 
poll, in which a presidential party won all the 
seats in the lower house, as being below the 
required standards. While Nazarbayev is cred-
ited for bringing stability to Kazakhstan, it has 
come at a price, with a weak and fragmented 
opposition that has called on the government 
to reform the election and media laws and to 
ease restriction on public meetings. During the 
most recent elections, in August 2007, opposi-
tion candidates did not win a single seat. 

There is a reason for the weakness of any 
political opposition in Kazakhstan: Since 2002, 
for a political party to come into existence, the 
party must have an initial conference of 1,000 
persons representing two-thirds of the regions 
of Kazakhstan and a membership of 50,000. 
The OSCE, the same organization that 
Kazakhstan will head in the near future, de-
nounced the restrictiveness of this law and 
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