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order on the CR. We should get that 
maybe tomorrow, maybe Thursday. 
They are then going to do a stimulus. 
We will see what happens with that, an 
economic recovery package. 

As we speak, we are trying to work 
something out on this financial crisis 
facing this country. Democrats and Re-
publicans had some concern about this. 
I hope we can work to get this done. I 
am not giving a political speech here, 
but I am giving a factual speech the 
best I can. 

None of us are happy about the situa-
tion we are in. I can direct blame just 
as well, and sometimes better, than a 
lot of people as to why we are here. But 
we are here. We have to figure out 
some way to move beyond where we 
are. I would hope the White House is 
listening. I would hope the Republicans 
are listening and Democrats are listen-
ing because a lot depends on what we 
do, and we have to do it right. I am not 
asking anyone to do anything fast; we 
have to do it right. Maybe we can do 
both, do it fast and do it right. 

So there are meetings going on to-
morrow that will hopefully help move 
us down the road. I got some good news 
in the last hour or so, that it appears 
Senator MCCAIN is going to come out 
for this. It would be a tremendous help 
if he would do this. As you know, Sen-
ator OBAMA has come out for this pack-
age, with basically the same thing 
that—I think he and MCCAIN are pretty 
well in line with this. Some of the 
statements coming out of the MCCAIN 
camp last night were not very good, 
but they have changed over the day. I 
certainly hope that is the case. 

So we all want to work together. We 
want to do the best we can to move 
this forward. This week those are the 
things we need to do before we leave. I 
have talked about them on a number of 
occasions. We have to try to do some-
thing on economic stimulus. That is 
still a jump ball. The continuing reso-
lution is pretty well, from our perspec-
tive, going to be filed tonight. We have 
been fortunate to work with Congress-
man OBEY. The latest word I got is that 
the Defense appropriations bill is going 
to be in the CR. That is extremely im-
portant. 

We all know what is finally in it. It 
is not loaded down with a lot of extra-
neous material. Then we are going to 
work on the economic recovery pack-
age and try to make sure we have a 
vote on that sometime before we leave. 

We got good news today. The Defense 
authorization conference has been 
completed. We are going to finish that 
before we leave. If it takes a number of 
cloture votes, then we will have to do 
it. But it is something that has been 
worked on long and hard. We have been 
through that. 

Mr. WARNER. Will the distinguished 
leader yield? I hope to have a meeting 
in the Vice President’s Office with my 
Republican colleagues to explain the 

status of that bill. I think the distin-
guished chairman has set up a similar 
meeting for his colleagues. 

Mr. REID. I think I have covered ev-
erything we need to do before we leave. 
Again, I would say it is not a question 
of us leaving on a given day or time, 
but it is a question of being able to 
complete our work before we go, and 
we have an opportunity to do that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, a couple 
of words underlying what the leader 
said in his remarks. These are not only 
for our membership but also for the 
other body. 

The underlying bill has mental 
health parity in it. The underlying bill 
is also 2-year extenders. We are 
wrapped around the axle too much in 
this body by having actual extenders 
every year. This is 2 years. 

Third, this is a compromise between 
both bodies. They want everything paid 
for, this body does not. It is a com-
promise in the middle. For those rea-
sons, I very much hope the other body 
supports this measure we are about to 
adopt. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on the engrossment of the 
amendments and third reading of the 
bill. 

The amendments were ordered to be 
engrossed, and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on the passage of the bill, 
as amended. 

Mrs. BOXER. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There is a sufficient second. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN), 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KENNEDY), and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. OBAMA) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. DEMINT) and the 
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MENENDEZ). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas, 93, 
nays 2, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 205 Leg.] 

YEAS—93 

Akaka 
Alexander 
Allard 
Barrasso 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Bennett 
Bingaman 
Bond 
Boxer 

Brown 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burr 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Casey 
Chambliss 
Clinton 

Coburn 
Cochran 
Coleman 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Craig 
Crapo 
Dodd 
Dole 

Domenici 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Feingold 
Feinstein 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Inouye 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kerry 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 

Kyl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lugar 
Martinez 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Nelson (FL) 
Nelson (NE) 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Roberts 

Rockefeller 
Salazar 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Stevens 
Sununu 
Tester 
Thune 
Vitter 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 

NAYS—2 

Carper 
Conrad 

NOT VOTING—5 

Biden 
DeMint 

Kennedy 
McCain 

Obama 

The bill (H.R. 6049) as amended, was 
passed, as follows: 

(The bill will be printed in a future 
edition of the RECORD.) 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will proceed to a period of morning 
business. Senators will be permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes. 

The Senator from Idaho. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that following my 
remarks, the Senator from Illinois, Mr. 
DURBIN, be recognized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TIMBER-DEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, while I 
think most of us have been focused on 
H.R. 6049, as amended by the Senate, 
primarily on the tax extenders and 
some of the energy tax credits and pro-
visions that we believe are critically 
important to our economy and to the 
American business sector that is, by 
any measure, having difficulty at the 
moment, something is also in this leg-
islation that is phenomenally impor-
tant to timber-dependent school dis-
tricts throughout the United States 
but dominantly in the Pacific North-
west. That is a provision called the Se-
cure Rural Schools and Community 
Self-Determination Program. 

Now, if I were in Oregon, I would call 
it the Wyden-Craig bill. If I am in 
Idaho, I call it the Craig-Wyden bill. It 
is legislation that both Senator WYDEN 
and I, a good number of years ago, 
fashioned when I was chairing the For-
estry and Public Lands Subcommittee 
and he was my ranking member, when 
we came to the Senate and said we 
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