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I believe the mutual respect by all 

participants in this effort holds tre-
mendous transformative power, not 
only for relations between Christians 
and Muslims, but also for Islam’s en-
tire relationship with the West. 

I believe it is in the best interests of 
the United States to support and en-
courage those efforts so that the world 
knows that our Nation stands with 
those people who reject extremism and 
violence and hate and embrace rec-
onciliation. 

Let me read from the resolution: ‘‘It 
is the sense of Congress . . . that the 
United States encourages the many 
people of faith around the world who 
reject terrorism, radicalism, and extre-
mism to join these and similar efforts 
to build a common bond based on 
peace, reconciliation and a commit-
ment to tolerance . . . Furthermore, 
the United States appreciates those 
voices around the world who condemn 
terrorism, intolerance, genocide and 
ethnic and religious hatred, and in-
stead commit themselves to global 
peace anchored in respect and under-
standing among the adherents of the 
three Abrahamic faiths,’’ Christianity, 
Judaism and Islam. 

Today, our world knows too many 
people who are divided, rather than 
healed, by faith. I speak for myself, but 
I am sure most Members of the House 
would agree that our religious faith is 
a great source of strength and has the 
transformative effect of bringing peo-
ple together, not pushing them apart. 

I believe this resolution will serve to 
send a strong message to people every-
where that Members of the House stand 
in solidarity with members of the 
Christian, Jewish and Muslim faith as 
they confront ancient and modern divi-
sions so that peace may prevail. It is 
brought up during a particularly spe-
cial month for me. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
truly bipartisan resolution. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to yield such time as he 
may consume to the author of this res-
olution, my good friend from Tennessee 
(Mr. WAMP). 

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, over the 
last 14 years that I have had the privi-
lege to serve here in the House, many 
times I have come to the floor from the 
head. 

Today, I totally come to the floor 
from the heart, and that was the initial 
motive that I had was from the heart. 
We can’t really speak for each other 
because we are speaking from our faith 
perspectives, but I do think that our 
motives are all for peace, and that is 
the common denominator that brings 
us together today. It is historic in the 
sense that three principal sponsors 
here are a Muslim, a Jew and a Chris-
tian. I happen to be an evangelical. 

But we are here in a country that is 
pluralistic, that separates us from the 
entire world in that we honor and re-

spect everyone’s religious views. We 
may have a foundation that’s Judeo- 
Christian, but it’s so important that we 
cling to this pluralistic approach. We 
are not theocratic, and we do not want 
the world to be divided over our reli-
gious beliefs. 

The common denominator today is 
that we stand together against radi-
calism and violence and terrorism. I 
have seen polling data in the Islamic 
world that shows that 92 percent of 
Islam denounces and does not believe 
that terrorism is an acceptable means 
to an end. That’s the good news. 

The bad news is that 8 percent is a 
very large number of people. But we 
want to encourage the moderates, the 
peace lovers in all of the Abrahamic 
faiths to stand together against radi-
calism and extremism and promote tol-
erance and a pluralistic view, as we 
have in this country, that is part of our 
foundation that says every one has the 
right to worship as they please and to 
believe as they please, even not to be-
lieve, if they please. That is part of our 
fabric. 

The divisions over religion in the 
world create this danger of some kind 
of an event where, over religious intol-
erance and difference in the world, we 
can have a Crusades-like event. 

Now Jesus to me is love. That’s my 
belief. I come to the floor today to say 
I in no way want to water down any-
one’s faith or beliefs, but I do believe 
that Jesus taught us blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall inherit the 
kingdom of heaven, and I want that to 
be me. 

I am speaking for that belief, and I 
believe there is a time for war. I be-
lieve when we are attacked, we have to 
defend ourselves and our freedom and 
our way of life. 

But there is also a time for peace, 
and I hope and pray that is now. I 
think you have to risk peace from time 
to time, and that’s what I am doing on 
the floor today. I think we must, as a 
Nation, risk peace. 

I want to commend Tony Hall, who is 
part of the formation of the Council of 
Religious Institutions of the Holy 
Land, also known as the Jerusalem 
Council, where Mr. BERMAN, Mr. 
ELLISON and I got together with the re-
ligious leaders from the Holy Land of 
all three Abrahamic faiths to promote 
peace. 

Many times the state departments 
and the governments of these countries 
get together to talk peace, but then re-
ligious leaders are not there, engaged, 
buying into what the policies are that 
will maintain peace. We want the reli-
gious leaders to also come together and 
stand against radicalism and violence 
and division in the world. 

I think the scope of these divisions 
are so great that this is the greatest 
pursuit we can engage in to lasting 
peace, is to stand together against 
radicalism and to respect each other’s 

religious views. That’s what I call risk-
ing peace. That’s the common denomi-
nator. 

I don’t want to say that I know Mr. 
ELLISON’s motives or Mr. BERMAN’s mo-
tives, but I know mine. I ask the House 
to come together and stand together, 
even if it’s for this brief moment, re-
specting our traditions of pluralism, 
and the freedom of religion, but stand-
ing together united against radicalism 
and violence and terrorism and encour-
aging all in the Islamic world, and all 
in every faith, to stand together 
against violence and destruction and 
death so that we have the hope of a 
world that could exist together in 
peace, because blessed are those peace-
makers. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, with 
great appreciation to both of the spon-
sors of this resolution, I yield back the 
remainder of our time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
BERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 374, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘Concurrent resolution supporting 
Christian, Jewish, and Muslim inter-
faith dialogue that promotes peace, un-
derstanding, unity, and religious free-
dom.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 6983, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 5352, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 642, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

PAUL WELLSTONE AND PETE 
DOMENICI MENTAL HEALTH 
PARITY AND ADDICTION EQUITY 
ACT OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 6983, as amended, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
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